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Abstract

Discussing about God and his attributes is always one of the central concerns of
philosophers and theologians. Discussions about divine attributes are focused on the
meaning of attributes and their proof for God, as well as expressing some related
doubts, especially about the extent of divine power. The aim of the present research
is to deal with the attribute of divine power. In this research, an attempt was made to
express an image of divine power and then an ontological understanding that can be
inferred from the speech of Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) in the Sajjadiyyah.
The result of the present research displays semantic reinterpretation of the extent of
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divine power, in this reinterpretation, the extent of divine power is determined as the
limitlessness of God in action. The research method in the present article was
descriptive-analytical, and the researchers have examined and evaluated the research
problem in this research by referring to Safiha Sajjadiyeh.
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The Statement of Question

One of the central topics for philosophers since the distant past and for theologians
since the beginning of this science is the existence of God and his attributes. The
discussion about divine attributes among philosophers and theologians, especially in
the Islamic world, is considered one of the major topics in theology. Discussions
about divine attributes can be divided into three main following categories:

A) First, the discussion is about the meaning of divine attributes. In this regard,
Muslim thinkers try to define divine attributes and express their truth.

b) In the second level, the discussion about divine attributes focuses on proving them
to God. For example, after stating and defining the attribute of knowledge, Muslim
philosophers and theologians try to prove the attribution of this attribute to God.

c¢) In the third level, Muslim philosophers and theologians try to express some
possible doubts about divine attributes and investigate them. Of course, it is
necessary to remember that besides these major topics, there are other topics about
divine attributes, such as the quality of the relationship between divine attributes and
God's essence, which became a place for various opinions and views among Muslim
philosophers and theologians.

In the current research, one of the most important attributes of God, that is, power,
is considered. Regarding this divine attribute, we see different discussions among
Muslim thinkers in the three parts above, and a major part of the discussions about
divine attributes is devoted to the discussion about the attribute of divine power. One
of the most important discussions about divine power is the expression of the extent
of God's power. In the present research, the aim is to deal with the extent of divine
power in the Sajjadiyya, the book of Imam Sajjad Worship..

In this research, the authors try to express an image that can be deduced from the
prayer-like dialogue of Imam Sajjad (a.s.) with God, which can be deduced about
the divine power and its extent. As a result of the research, referring to the teachings
of Sajjadiyyah and reflecting on the prayer-like speech of the Imam with the origin
of the existence of the world, reveals a reading of divine power with an infinite scope.
In this regard, the main question is whether it is possible to defend the interpretation
of the limitlessness of God's power according to the documents of Sahifa Sajjadiyeh?
In raising this question, the question of common views about the extent of divine
power will also be considered as a secondary question.
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Method

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical, and the scope of the
research is limited to Safiha Sajjadiyeh. The authors of the present research present
the documents from which the limitlessness of divine power can be inferred with a
critical approach and by referring to the prayers of Imam Sajjad in the Safiha
Sajjadiyeh.

Findings and the Results

There is a difference of opinion about the terminological definition of this word
among philosophers and theologians (Motahari, 2010, Vol. 8, p. 367). According to
the common view of theologians, especially among Ash'ari, power is the ability to
act and not act. According to this point of view, power is: what is possible to act and
not act (Tusi, p. 69). From their point of view, since nothing can be considered
obligatory or necessary for God, therefore leaving or performing an action cannot be
necessary for God either (Maruf al-Hussein, 1992, p. 218).

But on the other hand, philosophers do not consider the mentioned definition to be
free of problems and criticize it; Because taking the word possible in the definition
of power implies possibility, and such a definition is not correct for God, who has
necessary essence, but it can be used for other beings (Tabatabai, p. 138). As a result,
just as God is necessary in existence, He ( God) is also necessary in perfectional
attributes such as power (Rabbani Golpayegani, 2002, p. 141).

Regarding the generality and extent of divine power, we also see a serious dispute
between philosophers and theologians. The most important issue regarding the
extent of divine power is whether divine power is limited or without any limitations?
The most important issue that can be considered about the limitation of divine power
is related to the voluntary action of sovereign beings and moral and logical laws.
From the point of view of some theologians, the scope of God's power is so limitless
that it even includes the voluntary actions of humans. In such a way that human free
will is either negated or other interpretations such as the theory of acquisition
(Badavi, 1996, Vol. 1, p. 555) are proposed.

The present study is trying to present an image of divine power, which is the result
of reflection on the prayers of Imam Sajjad (a.s.). By analyzing these worships in
which Imam Sajjad (a.s.) makes demands and requesting God, we can infer the
limitlessness of God's power.

Linguistic reflection on the parts of the scriptures that are cited in the current study
revealed that in the words of Imam Sajjad (a.s.), divine power is limitless and does
not reflect any limitations in its demands and requests from God.

In the philosophical analysis, the authors try to show such an image of divine power
from the perspective of Imam Sajjad (a.s.). According to the approach of the authors
in this research, logical rules cannot be a limit for divine power. This approach is
based on Kant's view and the idea of the two worlds of noumenon and phenomenon,
in order to free the unlimited power from the aforementioned challenge.



The question that comes to mind is why Imam (a.s.) should make general and
extensive requests to God without considering logical rules.

The limitless image of divine power based on the requests of the Imam (a.s.) in the
manner described is in accordance with the system of existence of the world, which
is characterized by limitlessness and will not be limited to the logical criteria derived
from Aristotle's thought. The ability of the universe to accept changes and
transformations is also related to divine power, and the extent of such ability is read
in our approach to the system of existence.

As a result, from the way the Imam (a.s.) asked God, we can infer an image of the
divine power and the system of existence, which indicates its limitlessness.
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