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Pouring Wine on the Earth: A Modified Form of Blood
Sacrifices
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The present essay delves into the practice of pouring wine on the earth through
a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon poetic-narrative texts from
Persian literature up to the 7th century. The research findings reveal that pouring
wine on the earth and sky was regarded as a form of magic in agricultural and
animal husbandry societies, performed to appease deities, invigorate the spirits
of the deceased, and enhance the fertility of the land. This ritual traces back to
ancient practices of pouring victims' blood on the soil in agricultural societies,
aimed at promoting the fertility of nature and sustaining animal-plant life. It is
evident in various cultures, with its evolved form involving pouring wine or
other liquids like milk, honey, and water onto the earth or graves. In epic texts,
this ritual is depicted as a tangible tradition symbolizing customary formality,
while in lyrical texts, it serves as a thematic device portraying battlefields, the
shedding of blood by warriors, and the beauty of sunrise. Within mystical texts,
this ritual undergoes a profound conceptual transformation. Given the
prohibition of wine, poets metaphorically allude to this custom in a mystical
context. In these texts, wine symbolizes divine love, representing true love and
its transformative impact on living beings.

Keywords: Pouring Wine on the Earth, Non-Blood Sacrifice, The Poetic-
Narrative Texts, Persian Literature.
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