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Abstract:

The theory of separation of God from creatures is against the theory of
panentheism which claims that the creatures are within the essence of the
God. The theory of separation can be explained in both minimalistic and
maximum explanation. Based on minimalistic account, although God is
other than creatures, God and creatures together have some commonalities.
In contrast, the maximum account claims that there is no commonality
between God and creatures, and therefore ascribing attributes such as
knowledge, power, etc. to God is equivocal. The defenders of the school of
Tafkik believe that the theory of maximum difference is derived from the
Qur'an and hadiths. Although this article accepts that the panentheism is
contrary to the verses and traditions, while explaining the view of the school
of Tafkik, it will show that the view of this school is not only derived from
the verses and traditions, but is also against the verses and traditions and
also by ascribing positive attributes to God.

From the point of view of the Qur'an and traditions, although there in no
one like God in terms of necessity of existence and pure perfection, at the
same time, it is not true that there is no commonality between God and
creatures.
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Extended Abstract:

The question of how the relationship between God and creatures could be is one of the important topics
that has provoked wide discussions among mystics, theologians, and philosophers over the centuries. The
theory defended by Muslim mystics posits an infinite entity called God, asserting that creatures do not exist
apart from God, but rather exist with the same essence of existence as God. In contrast to this theory, the
perspective of separation between God and creatures is raised. This theory emphasizes that creatures have
an existence distinct from God. The contrast between God and creatures can be interpreted in two ways,
which I will refer to as "minimal separation" and "maximum separation". The explanation of these two
terms is as follows:

(A): The claim of "minimal separation” suggests that although creatures have existences other than God
(true multiplicity of existences), they all share commonalities in the essence of existence and perfect
attributes. This minimal separation is known today as the theory of gradation in existence, but I prefer to
use the term "minimal separation” to describe this claim.

(B): The claim of "maximum separation" posits that creatures have nothing in common with God in their
existence or attributes. Today, proponents of the Tafkik school defend this viewpoint, asserting that the
Qur'an and hadiths indicate maximum separation. This article agrees with the concept of minimal
separation. To explain this position, it firstly rejects the theory that creatures have no existence other than
God, which is a form of panentheism. The problem with this theory is that Qur'anic verses and narrations
indicate that creatures have a separate existence from God and are created by Him, and they must worship
Him. According to this theory, there is only one existence in the universe, and the worship of natural
objects is also considered a form of worship of God. Therefore, it contradicts the principles of Islam. On
the other hand, the maximal separation defended by the Tafkik school faces the problem that concepts such
as existence, knowledge, and power are used in the same sense for both creation and God. The implication
of this conceptual sharing is that these attributes exist in both God and creatures. If, as the defenders of the
Tafkik school accept, these attributes are used equivocally in another sense, two basic problems arise:

A: These concepts become meaningless words whose meaning is unclear. If the meaning of existence,
knowledge, and power concerning God is different, what is that meaning? If that meaning is not clear,
God's attributes become meaningless.

B: This theory requires the negation of all attributes of God's perfection because these attributes, in the
human sense (for example, knowledge in the sense of understanding facts or power in the sense of the
ability to act), are considered attributes of perfection. If these attributes are understood differently, they do
not imply perfection or imperfection. However, attributing perfection or imperfection to an attribute by
humans relies on understanding the meaning of perfection. If humans cannot understand the meaning of an
attribute, they cannot consider it as perfection or imperfection. It can be asserted that although none of the
defenders of Tafkik believe in this requirement, intellectually, the implication of this view is the denial of
the perfect and absolute God of Abrahamic religions. This is because God's characteristic is that He is a
necessary and absolute existence, while according to maximal separation, neither existence nor perfect
attributes can be attributed to God in the literal sense. Attributes such as knowledge, power, and life,
understood in the same human sense (with the removal of possible defects), are signs of the perfection of a
being. Denying such meaning denies all divine perfections and even divine existence.

In other words, the God worshipped by Abrahamic religions possesses all attributes of perfection in a high
and noble way. However, based on this theory, humans have no understanding of God's attributes and
therefore cannot consider God's attributes as complete. Understanding the completeness of an attribute
depends on grasping its meaning, and without imagining its meaning, it is not possible to attribute
perfection or imperfection to attributes that humans do not understand. Therefore, according to the Tafkik
theory of maximal separation, no perfect attribute can be attributed to God. The result of this is emphasized
in the Quran and Islamic narrations: although God is not similar to human beings (because God is a
necessary being), existence should not be negated from God. The negation of existence from God (in the
sense we use) denies the existence of the divine and His perfection.
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Conclusion: Numerous verses and narrations about the relationship between God and creatures
show that the view of the school of Tafkik regarding the negation of any commonality between
God and creatures is never acceptable. If the theory of separation is interpreted maximally, it
becomes necessary to deny the attribution of perfection to God, which conflicts with divine
perfection. Additionally, many verses and narrations prove a kind of connection between God
and creatures. Therefore, contrary to the claim of the defenders of the Tafkik school, their theory
about maximum separation is not compatible with the Quran and traditions.The theory of
negative theology also cannot be used in defense of the theory of maximal separation because it
is meaningless and contains internal contradictions, as negative theology requires positive
theology. Furthermore, in terms of Islamic traditions, God has been described with many
positive qualities in the verses of the Quran and the hadiths of God.
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