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Abstract

Today, one of the emerging and expanding social issues in the big cities of Iran
is the phenomenon of littering, which has faced various challenges in urban
life. These challenges have severely affected people’s lives, family foundations
and urban management. The purpose of the upcoming research is to investi-
gate the formation process of waste collection in the city of Ahvaz. In order to
achieve this goal, an in-depth interview was conducted with 22 waste collec-
tors in Ahvaz city using grounded theory method and targeted sampling meth-
od with theoretical sampling strategy. The findings include 12 subcategories.
housing challenges, family livelihood crisis, pressure from friends and inflam-
matory environment, lack of sufficient and stable institutional support, cultural
poverty intensifying livelihood poverty, emotional tensions within the family,
the basis for the formation of a self-governing livelihood strategy, the strug-
gle for the survival of the family livelihood, physical consequences, spiritual,
environmental, social and security, 5 main categories; Economic desperation,
structural pressure, tension-causing cultural background, adopting a self-gov-
erning livelihood strategy and numerous consequences of the phenomenon of
littering and a main category under the title of the phenomenon of littering as a
generator of social tension. The results of the research show that the process of
forming the phenomenon of littering starts from family economic and cultural
backgrounds and is intensified by structural pressures. In such a situation, the
garbage collectors adopt a self-managed livelihood strategy that they work in
garbage collection as individuals, groups or families. They reduce the concept
of scavenging to an accessible independent occupation, and the consequences
of such an act are physical, psychological, environmental.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Social issues and harms caused by rapid changes in human societies are im-
portant issues that have always occupied the minds of thinkers, especially so-
ciologists. Accelerated social changes such as rapid population growth, rapid
industrialization, rapid movement of people and migration to big cities and
marginalization around metropolises, increase in social inequalities and class
gap, transformation in the construction and functioning of the family, collapse
of traditional patterns and norms and finally increase in social tensions. It has
had unfortunate social consequences in the urban life of societies. One of the
consequences of these developments is the emergence of the phenomenon of
littering in and around big cities. Garbage pickers are actually a group of peo-
ple who are informally engaged in collecting, sorting and selling urban waste
and provide their livelihood through this informal activity. Regarding the sta-
tistics of waste production in the world, according to the information of the
World Health Organization, the production of waste in the world is expected
to increase by four to five times the current amount by 2025 (Rahnama and
Kazemi Khyberi, 2013). It is estimated that more than 22 million people are
officially employed as Garbage Collector worldwide. The emergence of the
phenomenon of littering is seen more acutely in developing countries such
as Iran and in large cities due to population density. Today, we are witnessing
littering in many big cities of the country, which has not been so widespread
before, or its extent and intensity have not been like this. The existence of a
huge working capital with a volume of one billion and 80 million tomans per
day, which the managers of the city of Tehran consider to be dirty gold. It tells
about the growing trend of this phenomenon in the country's capital. While
in many countries of the world, the issue of waste has become a source of
sustainable urban income, what happens when in developing countries like
Iran, it has become a source of income for the poor and the urban poor, and
its problem has. According to the stated contents, the present research seeks
to answer the question, what is the process of forming the phenomenon of
littering in Ahvaz city?

2. Method

This research was conducted in the form of interpretative paradigm, qualita-
tive methodology and grounded theory method, and the main data collection
technique was in-depth interview. The participants in this research were 22
waste pickers in the city of Ahvaz and its outskirts. Of course, theoretical sat-
uration was achieved through interviews with 18 people, but the interviews
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were continued until 22 people to make sure. Four sampling methods were
used in this research. First, targeted sampling was used to identify people who
had a history and experience of littering in Ahvaz city and its outskirts. Ba-
sically, purposeful sampling is used to identify the audience of the research.
Then, theoretical sampling was used to generate concepts and build a paradigm
model. Theoretical sampling is aimed at developing concepts. In other words,
if purposeful sampling determines the audience of the research, theoretical
sampling also determines the content of subsequent interviews. The snowball
sampling method was also used to determine the next people to conduct the in-
terview. In this way, the people who were working in waste warehouses were
asked to introduce some people to conduct the interview, and then the same
people also introduced other people. Sampling with maximum diversity was
also used. This sampling method allows the researcher to conduct interviews
with different and sometimes conflicting subjects who had a common experi-
ence of a phenomenon and obtain diverse information about that phenomenon.
Data analysis was done in three stages of open, central and selective coding.
In the open coding phase, first, sentences were divided into concepts and then
concepts according to the meaning emerged in the form of sub-categories. In
the next step, the sub-categories were placed around a paradigmatic model ac-
cording to their dimensions and common meaning, and in the selective coding
stage, the categories and concepts and their subsets were refined.

3. Findings

The findings include 12 subcategories; Housing challenges, family's liveli-
hood crisis, pressure from friends and inflamed environment, lack of suffi-
cient and sustainable institutional support, cultural poverty intensifying liveli-
hood poverty, emotional tensions within the family, the basis for shaping the
self-governing livelihood strategy, struggle for survival of the family's live-
lihood, consequences physical, mental, environmental, social and security, 5
main categories; Economic desperation, structural pressure, tension-causing
cultural background, adoption of self-governing livelihood strategy and multi-
ple consequences of the phenomenon of littering and a core category under the
title of the phenomenon of littering as the generation of social tension.

4. Conclusion

In relation to the first question, what is the living situation of waste pickers
in Ahvaz city? It can be said that the participants are facing three basic chal-
lenges in the livelihood dimension; On the one hand, with housing challenges;
Homelessness, renting, living in junk shops, living in a coal garage, living
with a paternal family and renting, on the other hand, they face the challenges
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of providing livelihood expenses due to unemployment, lack of skills, lack of
capital, and the increasing price of basic goods. and a sharp reduction in pur-
chasing power, they are unable to meet the necessary expenses of the family.
These inappropriate living conditions strengthen the cycle of poverty through
the lack of employment opportunities due to disability, addiction, prison his-
tory. In connection with the second question, what strategies do the garbage
pickers take in facing this situation? It should be said that the participants,
due to the unsettled living conditions, despair of social and institutional sup-
port, adopt the self-sustainable livelihood strategy, who work as individuals,
groups or families in garbage collection, which is basically according to the
interpretation of the participants. It is the most accessible job, without the need
for capital and special skills, and on the other hand, they are given the nec-
essary training through hanging out with friends who are waste pickers with
experience and also living in marginal areas. The third question is related to
the garbage collectors' interpretation of the phenomenon of garbage collec-
tion. It can be said that the participants have reduced the concept of garbage
collection to an independent and accessible job, which is the way out of their
livelihood crisis. In relation to the last question and the consequences of the lit-
tering phenomenon, it can be said that among them are physical consequences,
improper nutrition, skin diseases, skin cuts and scratches, shortness of breath,
etc. Psychological consequences such as feelings of inferiority, identity cri-
sis, feelings of shame and shyness, the formation of an antisocial personality,
refusal to be in public due to the occupation of littering. It has also brought
environmental consequences, including the destruction of the face of the city,
the spread of waste pollution, especially infectious waste, to other areas by
the garbage collectors who travel by motorbike in different areas. And finally,
the consequences of social tension such as; The abuse of women and children
and vulnerable groups in general by the garbage collection mafia, economic
exploitation of them who hand over most of their income to the garbage col-
lection mafia, their sexual harassment, forcing them to sell drugs, etc. Also,
the housing of homeless garbage collectors by scrap shop owners with the aim
of selling materials to serve them as a whole is only a small part of the conse-
quences of social tension.

Keywords: garbage collection, contextual theory, generation of social ten-
sion, autonomous life, Ahvaz.
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