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Abstract
Background and aim: Teaching methods play an important role in the academic and social success of students.
Therefore, the aim of this study was comparing the effectiveness of cooperative learning and role playing teaching
methods on academic engagement and social adjustment in the social studies course.
Research methods: The present study was quasi-experimental with a pretest and posttest design with a control group.
The research population was the sixth grade elementary female students of Ahvaz city in 2023-24 academic years,
which 60 people were selected as a sample by cluster sampling method and randomly replaced in three equal groups.
Each of the experimental groups was trained for eight weeks with cooperative learning and role playing teaching
methods, and the control group was trained with common teaching method. The data were collected with Fredricks et
al.'s academic engagement scale (2004) and Bell's social adjustment questionnaire (1961) and were analyzed with
multivariate analysis of covariance test and Bonferroni's post hoc test in SPSS-25 software.
Results: The results showed that both cooperative learning and role playing teaching methods in compared to the
control group led to increase academic engagement score average and decrease social adjustment score average of
students (P<0.001), but between the experimental groups of cooperative learning and role playing teaching methods
there was no any significant difference in improved their academic engagement and social adjustment (P>0.05).
Conclusion: According to the results, to improve students' academic engagement and social adjustment can be
used the cooperative learning and role playing teaching methods.
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