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Abstract: The present study was conducted with
the aim of designing a curriculum framework for
elementary school based understanding by design.
To collect, record and report the primary data of
the studies, a researcher-made worksheet form
was used. The analysis of the findings was done
using Hord's (1983) ten-step model and the open
and axial coding method. The findings showed
that the understanding by design curriculum
framework is an outcome-oriented program that
defines new and different roles for all curriculum
elements compared to traditional models. Setting

goals is done at three levels of acquisition,
understanding and transfer based on content
standards, learning expectations and meaningful
performance, emphasis on big ideas, creating
accountability for learning, independence in
learning, transferring learning to real life
situations, teaching life skills personalization of
content by students, prioritization and selection of
content, low-volume and deep content and
organizing it in spiral and upside-down ways
around big ideas, the teacher as a designer,
evaluator and researcher, and curriculum
evaluation with an emphasis on evidence. And the
consequences in different ways such as functional
tasks, aspects of understanding, evaluation
standards and product production are considered
as main characteristics of this curriculum model.
Keywords: curriculum based on understanding
by design, curriculum elements, curriculum
design
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