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In the decades following World War 11, theories of development and modernization were
proposed to emphasize the necessity of focusing on domestic and international tourism
industries as a means to facilitate economic development in developing and
underdeveloped countries. Notably, despite the practical successes achieved and the
support from international organizations such as the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, and the United Nations for these views and initiatives, a wide range of
critical theories emerged, challenging the proposed solutions associated with
development, modernization, and capitalist growth. Among these critiques, particular
emphasis was placed on the subjects of international tourism and its related anti-
development consequences. Among the critical theories, dependency theory, articulated
by Andre Gunder Frank and further utilized by scholars such as Britton, emerged as a
leading framework promoting this wave of critique. Serious criticisms were levied against
modernization and capitalist development in the context of tourism. The primary question
guiding this research is: “How can the phenomenon of international tourism be explained
from the perspective of dependency theory?” In response to this inquiry, the following
hypothesis is explored: From the perspective of dependency theory, the formation and
evolution of tourism in peripheral countries result from the policies and actions
implemented by core countries through mechanisms such as “direct investment,”
“granting loans,” “the role of international organizations,” and “exercising authority in
policy-making.” These mechanisms, in turn, have pursued anti-development or non-
development goals. The research method employed in this study is descriptive-
explanatory.
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1. Introduction

"Spatial movement" and the desire to travel have always been human interests, especially
driven by curiosity to explore the unknown. However, various factors and motivations—
such as war, economy, and trade—have also played influential roles. The consequences of
travel in shaping economic, commercial, social, and political developments are significant.
For example, the formation of the political-legal institution known as the "Consulate”
within diplomatic relations and the occurrence of the Renaissance both showcase the
profound impact of sea voyages.

In this context, the emerging developments of the 20th century, particularly in its second
half, provided an effective social, intellectual, and behavioral basis for a heightened focus
on travel and its organization. Gradually, the phenomenon of "tourism" emerged as a
pervasive category encompassing a set of measures, laws, and economic and commercial
guidelines, supported by new technologies, capturing the attention of various economic
enterprises and academic circles.

Focusing on international tourism through the lens of development allows for a better
understanding of this category within "development strategies.” This perspective reveals
another manifestation of income and wealth distribution among actors in the relevant
international arena. This unveiling of diverse development efforts creates an opportunity for
critical viewpoints. Although the emergence of many third-world countries as tourist
destinations in the international market has attracted significant international investment and
increased aid for tourism development in these regions, it has also raised concerns about
tourism being an effective tool for transferring wealth from richer, developed countries to
poorer regions through tourism costs and international investments.

Based on the above, the main question of this article is: How can the phenomenon of
international tourism be explained from the perspective of dependency theory? This article
posits that, according to dependency theory, the formation and evolution of tourism in
surrounding countries result from the measures and policies of central countries, manifested
through "direct investment,” "granting loans,”" "the role of international organizations," and
"policy-making authority,” which are often aligned with anti-developmental or non-
developmental goals. The research method employed is descriptive-explanatory.

2. Theoretical Framework

To provide a precise and scientific explanation, this article utilizes the theory of
"dependence and the negation of international tourism as a panacea for development.”
Although the theories of development and international tourism evolved along similar
timelines and shared similar focus points, there are indications of reluctance within the
tourism community to engage in the paradigmatic debates of development studies,
primarily due to the practical nature of tourism studies (Bianchi, 2002).

3. Methodology

This article employs a combination of three methodologies: historical-adaptive, descriptive-
analytical, and content analysis. Information was gathered through library research and
extensive scanning of various written and online sources.

4. Discussion

The role of foreign direct investment in tourism is subtler than in other sectors, prompting
many countries to view it with both fear and hope. Such investments are valuable for
countries as they provide financing; however, they can also impact economic and cultural
independence, leading to dependence on investor countries and international liberal
organizations, with high potential risks for the environment and social context (UNCTAD,
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2007). Overall, the dependency theory suggests that the transformative and promoting
functions of development in tourism host areas (whether undeveloped or developing) face
several challenges and dimensions, including:

- Doubts regarding the ability to overcome "economic shortage” problems

- The occurrence of cultural-psychological dependency in tourism host communities

- The formation and reinforcement of structural dependence in international tourism

- Belief in the project-centered nature of international tourism and the "authoritarian
agency" of international authorities

- Foreign direct investment in tourism

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This article critically examines the theory of dependence concerning international tourism,
relying on a wide range of statistical and quantitative data alongside theoretical discussions.
The claim that the modernization and promotion of tourism will lead to various levels of
development in host countries (tourism) in developing regions is put to the test. It reveals
that this trend has contributed to the formation and deepening of several crises, particularly
in social, environmental, and economic welfare dimensions in these areas.

In other words, focal countries in international tourism have succeeded in various
ways—especially through "direct investment,” "granting loans,” "the role of international
organizations,” and "exercising authority in policy-making"—contributing to the
marginalization of regions. This has solidified the dependence of peripheral countries on the
measures and policies of central countries.

Moreover, serious weaknesses in the support planning of international institutions—such
as an emphasis on the hotel industry, offering facilities primarily in the form of loans to
multinational companies rather than to small and medium entrepreneurs in the tourism
sector, and addressing the high leakage of tourism costs—have had a decisive impact.
Nonetheless, we cannot overlook the efforts of the World Bank and other international
financial institutions in steering tourism towards more favorable conditions.
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