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Abstract

Impeachment is an institution that can remove high-ranking officials of the
executive who are disqualified and unfit to continue the office. Impeachment could
be seen in the constitutional law of all kinds of political systems, including
presidentialism, semi-presidentialism and the parliamentary Republic. In some
instances of domestic research, we see the fusion of impeachment and
interpellation, which sometimes leads to mistakes leading to deduction.
Scrutinizing the terminology of impeachment is the solution for such fusion.
Accordingly, the question of the research is: what are the elements of impeachment
in order to recognize it from interpellation? By the descriptive-analytic method,
the research concludes that differences in officials and differences in grounds of
removal are the most important elements and parameters for the distinction of
these two terms. While impeachment targets officials with protected tenures or
terms of office, interpellation is practiced mostly where ministers are subject to the
confidence of the parliament. The common ground of Impeachment is removing a
person or persons in the government whom the legislature deems unfit to continue
in office due to subversive acts against the country and grave violations of public
trust, which contain several instances like violations of law, corruption and treason.
In addition, the procedure, stages and outcomes of impeachment and interpellation
would be distinguished in many aspects. The paper is about to explain
impeachment and distinguish it from interpellation.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In political systems, there is always a fear
that the executive and political officials
will deviate from the path of fulfilling their
duties, undermine the public trust and
subvert the country. The legal tool for the
removal of political and executive officials
makes it possible to remove that person
from the office in the case of subversion of
the country, instead of waiting for the end
of the tenure. The common legal tool in
political systems to remove high executive
officials,  especially  presidents, is
“impeachment”, which includes legal and
criminal grounds depending on the
constitutional laws of different countries.

The specialized institutions in law,
which appear in the form of legal words,
are a platform for transferring concepts
and even a collection of concepts. The
institution of impeachment is a concept
that has emerged throughout the history
of political systems in the world, and it has
specific characteristics and features.
Despite some references in comparative
constitutional law books, none of the
Iranian researchers have scrupulously
explained the institution of impeachment
and its elements. Paying not enough
attention to the characteristics of the term
impeachment has led to misconceptions in
some translations regarding close
concepts, especially the term
interpellation.

2. Methods

The main problem of the research is to
ponder the specialized term of
impeachment and distinguish it from the
close and rival term, i.e., interpellation. For
this purpose, in the first, the origin and
nature of the institution of impeachment
are briefly examined, and some instances
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of the misconception of impeachment
with interpellation are mentioned in the
works of Iranian researchers and
translators, due to the necessity of paying
attention to the issue and distinguishing
characteristics and elements of the
specialized term, impeachment.

3. Results

According to the analysis of the four
elements of impeachment compared to
the term interpellation, the following
results can be extracted:

Firstly, Persons subject to
impeachment in the current political
system are officials whose tenure is
protected or whose tenure is fixed. The
most important examples of these cases
are presidents in political systems. Of
course, in some political systems, it also
includes high-ranking judicial officials. On
the other hand, interpellation and vote of
no confidence can be proposed in relation
to officials within the cabinet
(government), whose term of office is not
fixed and is subject to the opinion of the
parliament. Accordingly, the prime
minister (head of government) and the
cabinet ministers would be dismissed
through the interpellation and the vote of
no confidence in the current political
systems.

Secondly; The main point of distinction
between  the impeachment  and
interpellation regards the grounds of
removal, i.e., the scope of the subject. The
ground of removal in interpellation is
political, while the ground of removal in
impeachment is legal and sometimes
criminal, theoretically. The interpellation
of a political official or the government is
raised when the adopted policies do not
meet the policies of the parliament, in this
case, the parliament decides to remove the
government. But the common grounds of

Seyedeh Zahra Saeid, Seyed Ahmad Habibnezhad. Recognition of “impeachment” in comparison to “interpellation”
in political systems



Comparative Law Quarterly

2]

impeachment are unfitness to continue
the office due to subversion the country
and severely damaging public trust,
including numerous examples such as
violation of laws, corruption and betrayal.

Thirdly, all the procedures of
interpellation are done in the parliament,
and in the case of the bicameralism, all the
procedures are done in the first chamber,
whereas the institution of impeachment
frequently occurs in the first stage, i.e., the
prosecution stage, which is followed by
the legislative assembly, and in the second
stage, i.e., the trial stage, which is followed
by The second chamber or a judicial body
such as the Supreme Court or the
Constitutional Court or a special and ad
hoc institution.

Fourthly, the final effect of
interpellation is removal from office and
does not include punishment or other
sanctions, but the impeachment may lead
to disqualification from holding public
office, in addition to dismissal from office,
and in some countries, it may also include
some punishments.
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4. Conclusion

According to the findings of the research,
it should be acknowledged that although
the institution of impeachment and the
institution of interpellation both lead to
the dismissal of government officials, the
four elements observed show that these
two constitutional institutions are
different from each other. The exact
distinguishing between these two
concepts prevents the legal researcher
from using them interchangeably and also
from making unreasonable inferences.
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