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1. Introduction

The Iranian languages are divided into three periods based on linguistically: Old Iranian (from the
beginning of writing to the 3rd and 4th centuries BC), Middle Iranian (from the 3rd and 4th centuries BC
to the 8th and 9th centuries AD and a little after that) and New Iranian (from the 8th and 9th centuries
until today) (Schmitt, 1989a: 26; Windfuhr, 2009: 5). The Middle Western Iranian languages are
consisting of Middle Persian (south-western branch) and Parthian (north-western branch) (Skjeerva,
2009a: 196; Sundermann, 1989a: 106). This paper aims to analyze the morphological causative verb by
adding the present causer Morpheme -&:n- to the present stem of the verb in Kurdish, Tati, Taleshi
Zazaki, Awroman, and Baluchi dialects. Historically, this suffix was used in Causative verb construction
in the Middle Iranian period. In this article we show that the causer suffix -&:n- (Olr. *aja-na-) which
composes causative present stem as morpheme by adding to present stem in middle western Iranian has
survived in Kurdish and Baluchi dialects as -&:n- and compose causative present stem by adding to the
present stem of intransitive verb. Based on this fact, the main question of this paper is: in which of the
new Iranian dialects that have been investigated in this research, the ancient causer affix has been exactly

survived?

2. A Brief note of previous works

According to the searches, no research had been done about the ancient causative affix -&n- in new
Iranian dialects. However, MacKenzie (1961) has referred to the causative construction in Kurdish
dialects. Comrie (1983: 164) has considered the causative constructions into three types analytic
causative, lexical causative, and morphological causative from the typology perspective. Shibatani &
Pardeshi (2002) divided the causative constructions into three types analytic causative, lexical causative,
and morphological causative. McCarus (2009) states that in the Kurdish language, the present causative
stem is made by adding the suffix -&n-, and the past causative stem by adding the suffix -an- to the present
verb stem. Song (2013) by investigating the typology of causative constructions in 613 world languages
offers a typology linear in which causative constructions have been divided into three types compact-
type, and purposive-type, and argues that the morphological causative is compact-type. Badakhshan &
Ghadami (2013) analyzed causative structures in Sorani Kurdish within the framework of the theory of
valence. They concluded that causative constructions are among the valence-increasing processes that
cause the type and number change of verb dependency in Sorani Kurdish sentences. Ahmadi Giviv &
Anvari have referred to the morphological causative. Dabirmoghaddam (2004: 49) has considered the
morphological causative construction by adding the suffix "-an" to the non-causative present tense in
words such as davandan/davanidan, xorandan/ xoranidan. Zarei Fard & Rezaei (2012) have studied
causative constructions in Persian in the combination of the morphology-based approach and Song’s
model (1996, 2001). by emphasizing the causer NP and the causee NP, they have drawn the semantic
map of the causer NP (based on the animacy hierarchy). In addition, they studied the position of the
causee NP in the Case hierarchy. The results of this study showed that the position of the causee NP in
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the Case hierarchy is not always fixed and sometimes it has a flexible position. Rasekh Mahand & Izadifar
(2012) investigated the three different categories of analytic causative, lexical causative, and
morphological causative forms of causative construction in Tati and decided based on the findings of
functional linguistics that being causative/non-causative is not a definite classification, but a continuum
in which each verb finds its place according to the agent of the event and its being intentional or
unintentional.

3. Research methodology

The research data in this article has been gathered by interviews with mentioned dialects native
Informants and also some written sources have been used. At first, data was extracted from written
sources and dialogues of Informants, and then it was analyzed by the author, who is also a native speaker

of one of these dialects.

4. Theoretical framework

The morphological causative construction is made by adding affixes. This type of causative construction
is generative and it is made by adding lexical construction elements to a non-causative verb (Comrie,
1983: 160; Shibatani & Pardeshi, 2002). This process, which is based on adding an affix, and a causative
verb is made by adding a causative affix to the main verb, is called the Inflectional causative structure
(Badakhshan & Ghadami, 2013: 30). Kemmer and Verhagen (1994: 118) write that in the morphological
causative construction, the causer and the result both occur in a words consisting of two morphemes.

5. Conclusion

In this article, the origin of the Causer affix -&:n- in some of the new Iranian dialects (Kurdish, Tati,
Taleshi Zazaki, Awroman, and Baluchi dialects) was investigated, and overall, the results of this research

show that the Old Causer affix -&:n- has been exactly survived in Kurdish and Baluchi dialects.
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