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Shari'a and the idea of ljtihad of the Prophet
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“Prophetic ijtihad” is a challenging issue among Sunni thinkers that has its roots in the
early history of Islam. The ijtihad of the Prophet means that the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
ruled in some cases based on his personal opinion and ijtihad. Due to the opposition of a
large number of scholars to this issue, the main question of this article is whether the Holy
Prophet inferred the rules of Sharia based on his ijtihad or not? Our hypothesis is that
according to the explicit verses of the Holy Qur'an, any ruling and word of the Holy Prophet
is based on divine revelation and he never ruled on the basis of opinion and ijtihad. The
finding of this article is that based on the convincing Quranic reasons and the narration of
the issue of ijtihad of the Prophet, it is considered a rejected thing. This is because a
muijtahid is not infallible and may make mistakes. However, finding error in the ijtihads of

the Holy Prophet contradicts his absolute infallibility.
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