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Abstract

Clergymen were an influential class during the Qajar period, and played a decisive
role in the Iranian soctal and political life at that time. The surviving documents from
this period show that clerics played an active role in public benefit, and religious and
charitable affairs among other social groups through endowments (Wagqf). Endowments,
as one of the economic capitals during the Qajar period, increased the influence and
prestige of clerics among different classes and played an active social role among them.
Nevertheless, the endowment documents related to this group in the Qajar period
have been less investigated. Examining the contents of clerics’ endowments will help
in obtaining information about the types, uses, and characteristics of the endowments
of this social group, as well as acquiring first-handed information about jobs, markets,
caravanserais, houses, takyehs and mosquesin the neighborhoods of Barforosh city
during the Qajar era.
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Introduction

In Iran during the Islamic era, the endowment, as the most obvious example of
benevolence, cooperation, and lasting righteous action, was and 1s the source
of many scientific, cultural, social, and economic services. This long-lasting
tradition was popular in Iran during the Qajar period and earlier periods, and
the political and military events and developments of this period could not
stop people’s attention from this benevolent cause. During the Qajar era, clerics
were one of the important and influential groups in the society of the Qajar
era, who paid a lot of attention to the issue of endowment and dedicated a
large part of their property to religious and charitable causes. In this article,
the endowments of the clerics of the city of Barforosh (Babol) in Mazandaran
province, during the rule of the Qajars, are examined. From this point of view,
in this article, the clerics of Barforosh City have been examined as wagifs and
not as trustees. Also, the endowments of letters have been selected, whose
endowment was within the city of Barfarosh.

Materials and Methods

This research aims to analyze the content of waqfnamahs (endowment
documents) of the clergy in the city of BarForosh during the Qajar period
(1210-1344 AH). The study will use a content analysis approach to examine the
following aspects of the waqfnamahs. To analyze and explain the expenditures
of endowments made by the clergy. To determine the extent and diversity of
these endowments and their functions. To extract statistics and information
from the documents to achieve the aforementioned objectives. The research will
use a quantitative and qualitative approach to analyze a sample of endowment
documents (wagfnamahs) from the city of Bar Forosh. The waqfnamahs will
be collected from the archives of the city of Bar Forosh and other relevant
libraries and mnstitutions. The data will be analyzed using statistical methods and
content analysis.

Results and Discussion

During the Qajar period (1785-1925), the country experienced significant
political, social, and economic changes. One group that played a key role in
these transformations was the clergy. The clergy were a powerful and influential
class in Qajar society. They held significant religious authority and played a
vital role in the education and moral guidance of the population. In addition,
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they were often involved in politics and government. One of the ways that the
clergy exercised their influence was through the use of endowments (waqf).
Endowments are charitable donations that are made in perpetuity. They can be
used to support a variety of purposes, such as religious education, healthcare,
and public works. Endowment documents (waqfnamahs) are a valuable source
of information about the social, economic, and religious history of the Qajar
period. They provide insights into the role of the clergy in society, the types
of institutions that they supported, and the impact of their endowments on
the community. The study of endowment documents from the city of Bar
Forosh can shed light on the types of endowments that were established by
the clergy, the purposes of these endowments, and the beneficiaries of these
endowments. Endowments had a significant impact on Qajar society. They
helped to provide essential services, such as education and healthcare, to the
population. They also played a role in promoting economic development. In
addition, endowments helped to strengthen the social and political power of
the clergy. By providing for the needs of the community, the clergy were able to
build trust and goodwill among the population. This, in turn, gave them greater
influence in political and social affairs. The study of endowment documents
from the city of Bar Forosh can provide valuable insights into the role of the
clergy in Qajar society. This research can help us to better understand the social,
economic, and religious history of this important period in Iranian history. This
study will contribute to the understanding of the role of the clergy in the social,
economic, and religious life of Iran during the Qajar period. It will also provide
valuable information for policymakers and scholars interested in the history of
waqf in Iran.

Conclusion

The findings of the research show that among the endowed property of clerics,
land, house, shop, and garden were the most abundant, and regarding the
endowments of clerics, bar vendors, recitation and mourning of Imam Hossein
(PB.U.H.) are 1n the first rank, charity, and charitable works, and children are in
the next rank. Also, the creation of endowments by clerical merchants in the
era of Naser al-Din Shah and the years after that was more prosperous due to
the registration, management, and preservation of endowments in the form of
the new bureaucratic system and the increase in the income level of the society
compared to the early days of the Qajar rule.
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