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Mesopotamia, situated between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers,
has long been home to great civilizations. Recognizing its
significance, the Sassanid kings made Iraq the heart of their
empire, emphasizing the importance of these rivers to its
prosperity. To capitalize on this, they implemented extensive
irrigation projects, facilitating rapid development and economic
growth.

Following the fall of the Sassanids and the rise of Muslim Arabs,
Mesopotamia's irrigation and civil systems were preserved
under the second caliph, fostering civilization's growth in the
early Islamic centuries. This article employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to explore the impact of Sassanid irrigation
and water supply projects on the region's development.
Research findings indicate that Sassanid water supply systems
not only continued but were expanded during the Islamic era
through the creation of new artificial streams by the caliphs.
This initiative generated substantial tax revenues in the Sawad
region and enabled the establishment of prominent cities like
Basra, Kufa, Baghdad, and Samarra.
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