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Abstract

During the Ilkhanate period, the endowment tradition expanded, which drew attention to Sufism
from both rulers and ordinary people. As a result, many endowments were established, with different
segments of the society contributing to the Safavid religious path. Their contribution played a crucial
role in stabilizing and developing the social and economic functions of the Tariqa. The present study
focuses on investigating the various dimensions of endowments in the Safavid Tariqa from the
Ilkhanate to the rise of the Safavid, based on the manuscript of Sarih al-Molk by Abdi Beyg Shirazi
(Deceased 977 AH). By examining the information related to the entrants, endowments, and incomes,
it is shown that a coherent and extensive economic network was planned to attract financial aid, along
with the expansion of the spiritual influence of the Tariqa. This network was organized to improve the
economic power of the Tariqa through the volume of endowment revenues. Additionally, by
stabilizing and developing endowments and providing social services, the Safavid elders aimed to
strengthen the status of influential people in the political arena and make a double effort to gain power.
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Introduction

The practice of Waqf has been an important source of financing for Islamic civilization for many years.
Despite facing challenges throughout history, it has remained of great interest to both people and rulers. The
Mongol invasion caused much destruction, including many endowments, but the tradition of endowment was
revived during the Ilkhanate period, thanks to the influence of competent Iranian ministers and the conversion of
some Ilkhanate to Islam. Concurrently, Sufism became an important religious and social movement. Financing
the costs of Khanqah and the Sufi Organization was a serious need, and Waqf fulfilled this need as a continuous
financial resource. Historical documents reveal that Sheikh Safi's Safavid way gained spiritual power with the
backing of Wagqf, and its economic power reached its peak during the reign of Sheikh Sadr al-Din. Finally, by
strengthening the power of the Safavid government, Waqf played a significant role in the growth and prosperity
of Islamic civilization (Yajama, 2022, p. 168). In this regard, this study investigates the various dimensions of
endowments in the Safavid Tariqa from the Ilkhanids to the rise of the Safavids according to the manuscript of'
Abdi Beyg Shirazi’s Sarih al-Molk.

Materials and Methods

The tomb documents of Sheikh Safi are a valuable source of information about the society and daily life of
the people of northwestern Iran between the 5th and 10th centuries AH. They serve as an essential source for
research activities (Sheikh al-Hokamayi, 2009). One of the most important documents, called Sarih al-Molk, was
commissioned by Shah Tahmasp I (930-980 AH) in the 10th century and written by Abdi Beg Shirazi. This book
provides unique insights into the Safavid family's background, assets, relations with rulers, the economic
situation of the people, beliefs, and the functions of the endowments. It is a fascinating read for Iranians,
Japanese, and anyone interested in the history of Iran. This text provides information about the society and daily
life of people in northwestern Iran between the 5th and 10th centuries AH.

This study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and documentary analysis. The researchers extracted
727 cases of endowment made during the period from 683 to 903 AH, including 304 (42%) cases in the first
letter, 249 (34%) in the second letter, 67 (9%) cases in the treatise of princes' rivalry, and 107 (15%) cases of
endowment from the end row. These cases, with 35 attributes, were recorded in a table for analysis, using the
microfilms of 1655 and 1685 of the Central Library of Tehran University.

Research Findings

After the establishment of the Ilkhanid government, the tradition of endowment was revived, especially
during the reign of Ghazan Khan (694-703 AH). The rulers used endowments to gain support and popularity
from Sufi elders who played a vital role in Iranian society. They also allocated financial resources, and salaries
and endowed many lands of "Injii" (Mongol word for the Royal estates) that were under the control of the
Ilkhanate.

The Sufi elders showed interest in the ruling class and landowners to facilitate the continuity of endowments
and charitable affairs. With the Ilkhanate's economic reforms, people's livelihoods improved, and the financial
support of Sheikh Safi's supporters and disciples increased. Among the various endowments are villages, shops,
caravanserais, rabat, mills, baths, gardens, mines, etc. Azerbaijan and other states also adopted these
endowments. The Sheikhs' successors continued to utilize these endowments to stabilize and develop them,
increasing their economic potential for social services and the goals of Tariqa.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Sheikh Safi gathered many disciples and supporters from various social and geographical backgrounds within
the Ilkhanate government and local authorities. The followers belonged to different classes, including sultans,
rulers, merchants, guilds, and people with different economic capacities, all of whom contributed to the
development of Tariqga endowments. The Safavid family played an important role in strengthening the economic
power of Tariqa by establishing endowments, directing revenues and vows towards the purchase of real estate,
and providing social services to the people of the region and pilgrims. The Safavid sheikhs established a cultural
network to expand their influence and an economic network to support the activities of Tariga through the
religious stream of endowments. After the path was transformed, the sheikhs used the income generated from
endowments to enter the political arena and pave the way for gaining power.
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Fig 1: Chart Wagfs of sheikhs and Safavid dynasty by period
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Fig 2: Chart Wagfs of sheikhs and Safavid dynasty by period

iy | T s Gls)y il 5 O3
rllelle BB 5 1y JssessS vy 5 S wll
B4y ma) el 5Bl IS, s
Ko 5e) 35 By oo e ol 4 (cpllelle
(e sYEATEV OYY OV s b s s
Sl Sl pl81 s 55 (s O aglle
ol 5 bl olS1 L 5 SILId pgme Sl i 5
O (S s Sy b 4y 4ol Sl LB
Gl de o0 (IS s pame 5B il ol
Ko o) Lilakar OF 51 SIS | Las 56

el ss S5 bl g 5 Sl 53

olas Y-¥
z‘)jb BL Lﬁa; °L<:—~IJ-> J“Bliul.dt_wjj_w Lv QLA‘)V.A

Ls‘j’“-‘é)d&‘“” . WJJWJQJB;L“‘

S ($ysbas dd gl p OLaE el (o0l ik
V) SULl (5550 Y1) Jlgal Jis b eslle L3
She) 5 S By Ao et Aal e ) (5, 50
I G R WA R T AP PN S o
3l st OO 51 3 5 BYYV 55 (sie alll b
53 plamal 0 1, Nl il 5l 2 S /7S sl
Slesy GYTY 55 iamen 5 QUG L1510 s 815 0SS

Sl S Gliwsy a5 A 46l e,

Sl 0l S5 0L 5 3550k Sl 51



Yo Upde~l Cij 5 #0l5 0L 5 [“.:f/.;f/uw/ccjj\ﬂud[«f& I i Q,La& U oLl jl (ot b j5 by oy

@ oS ol odel Shedl o 53 058 (gla Ol
GVER 53 O 5l S o b3 Ollahe s 0 S
53 e Sl flie ) 5T s )3 58 0 0 L
28 gL A S 500 3,5 By 1 Jel SIb
35508 @l S ad sl prie SO anls
S ollake .;;Ja_@@_,;ot_wh_é,@\/ow\)
Shesy al YV Jlo @ 5lh0 S5l s
el d s 0l oLl S sl s Ol
Sl oo 1 (Sl e oldpdm A iy
S e s B 5 (YA L sy S OIS 55
AY YN o & ol Ko gde) 5 5

wolod i 3ls U 55 se i dtads f O Ll
sl o el el s 05
Sty aebl 5 GVAL o | a3l 5 as el SO
Ly Ol 5o Sliwsy Cial chome S llells aml p
Sl 035 o e sl By (BVEY L
O o By Ko she)

Sl Culiam 53 G (st OIS 0L
e Ol s S o Sl e D g Sy b
#5805 Gl 3l Kls o8 (g skl
D5l A it aaks as p,8 SLbl s el
By g A e |y (SUL s oS 55k o
ki Fed pad (Sl 0P s L S
Slabiw s, Sl (o) Goey G e Sy iz
S 5 b ks e VY e a1y S Sl s
el plal e e 51 ol 1 ahalas ) oS
O o B s S soe) Sl

o ld 158 OU5 g Sl 3550 YA 6 s
S50 8 5 SUlel us = 5550 8 (B3 5,50 10

e.ﬁﬁid.’uigét.g;.é) LS‘]’ CJU.&Z_M‘AjLSUw\ u:u)je

ol Kils G ol oS s @22 S Y
sl sl 4:\5;}5)5 el JAS C,.QQLA QL)AS&))\)A&
S5 0L 5 el pmer oot g b aS (6350 o Ll

ol s ke el opl s s

g8 ge (6,8 e 3L 4 olas Sllasl s
U e 6l 0 13 55 g 0,1 OB e
855 ol 5 BVEY Il (Sie w5 Sl (a8
B gl e VT Jw 3 Dy S
CiS 5 awdie 4l @ JJ\C}) o g dllcwss
O o By Ko gbs)

S eoldd e s o bl 5 nen
5 (Sl 8 Cul SLalal oy 5 el
4 oSl o 55 DU g3 g sl 4y iy sLel
03 4 @\)W@idbjj\jau\&)}f labs
QOY=ATA o IYAV (LSl d) o

sl Y-t

() g0 A g gl 92 Slhal das 0 OLLS s oy
SUal ) ol sl e (5 pio s b
By Glode—Y (dit 5 b o and dn s Sl o) 0
5038 G il S UYL S e
iy o gt Wl 4 OLSUal (i3l
hady 4 sl g 3 Sl 0l ol 3 dd
355 4 OB Sl 03 1 g o e A G
.(Zarrinebaf-Shahr, 1998, p. 257)sl5 s ol

(35 oSl SOlDLE Sl adly 0L 1ty
s She w1l oslal b Ll a0 s ades s
VI S RGN NS P R
Sl 5 Ll atu gy 3 9 03 S ol (ol Odxe)
) S o e sl el by G s
Q—u- obile s Opl ol b dARA L o ATVY Gl
DS Gy 51 T s s 5 SOl s J‘J-HTS
bl sl Jsop a8 5 sl polse s

(Yo b s s Ko ghe) 38wl iy

)‘ u}(} u,:s‘f- ‘ﬁ—’ dbwﬁ“ ;)}J )‘ o=

OWANY L as 6 (gl s « Ko ) Lal bl ol a3
VBTN OE Sl e el sl OB 5 0L ) Y

VOY=VET o YA  laSodlnd) ol okl o 5 45



Y Usderl s 5 #oly OS5 Lﬁﬁ/;ﬁd/@/wug O s kol o U OB ] 1 (5 s ol o 35 s o

Gt oBL Sl ha g 3 0L e A
.(Bosworth, 1986, p. 358-60) ol - Ml i

soladl y sl bl o o S Loy s Lol
@3l e gla a8 5l sl cpl o o
)‘ uSlp— GLSJ\&’ QL«SL?— 9 dl_:Jl_>r.L.s" SJ}J DL du)

SN olab S ay S g e sluad I gad ¥ K2

Fig 3: Chart The number of Waqfs according to social classes
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Fig 4: Chart The number of endowments of social classes
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Table 3: The number and type of waqfs of the end row
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Table 4: The number and types of endowments reported in Sareeh al-Mulk during the research
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Table 5: Endowments registered in the districts, villages and city of Ardabil
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Figure5 : The geography of governments and the distribution of waqfs in states and cities
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