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Abstract

Since its formation, the foreign policy of the Kingdom of Qatar has always been
developed in order to ensure the survival and continuity of the rule of the Al-Thani
family in a country with severe geopolitical limitations and high vulnerability.
Relations with regional big powers have a vital aspect. As two regional powers, Iran
and Saudi Arabia have played an essential role in regional developments, and it is
important to examine the foreign policy of other countries in the region in relation to
these two regional powers. Therefore, this research tries to address the basic question of
how Qatar's foreign policy has been towards Iran and Saudi Arabia since 2013 and
during the reign of Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad. In response to this question, it is
hypothesized that the Kingdom of Qatar, by adopting an open door policy, while
avoiding regional hostilities, tried to play the role of a conciliatory actor in the
conflicts. This research is based on the comparative method, the application of the
theory of realism and the use of primary and secondary sources, including domestic
and international documents, books and articles, searching on the Internet, artificial
intelligence programs, etc. examines the issue.At the end of the research findings, it
confirms the fact that the strategy of Qatar's foreign policy in establishing relations
with Iran and Saudi Arabia compared to other countries in the Persian Gulf is to create
a balance in favor of Saudi Arabia, and in fact, the decision makers of Qatar's foreign
policy have adopted strategies which leads to closer proximity to Saudi Arabia along
with providing Iran's relative satisfaction in regional developments.
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Extended Abstract

After the inauguration of Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in Qatar, many measures
have been taken to improve the economic situation, judicial, political and other affairs.
occurred. Building alliances and cooperation with big extra-regional powers, trying to
mediate in regional crises and conflicts, balancing and communication with all regional
powers and creating a favorable image in the international arena has been one of Qatar's
important policies and behaviors in the field of foreign policy. The small area and small
population of the country of Qatar, the presence of powerful rivals and neighbors in the
region such as Saudi Arabia and Iran, the significant immigrant population that causes
heterogeneity and disruption of the social structure of Qatar, the lack of historical
background and the lack of stable and consistent principles in foreign policy are among
the most important. Qatar's obstacles in achieving political goals and becoming an active
regional and extra-regional player.Since the first Persian Gulf War, Qatar has been in a
close alliance with the United States of America, and currently the US Central Command
base in the Persian Gulf region is located in Qatar. At the same time, Doha maintains
close relations with Tehran, and in 2010, Doha and Tehran signed a security agreement
regarding the fight against terrorism to promote security cooperation in other fields. The
government of Qatar was the only member of the United Nations Security Council that
voted against the 2006 Council resolution condemning Iran for its nuclear activities in
2006. Qatar is a partner with Iran in the gas and oil resources of the South Pars region
(Northern Dome), has deep economic relations and common interests, and has
maintained cooperative relations in this regard. On the other hand, since Qatar has a
small Shia minority, the danger of Shiaism and the Shia movement has never threatened
Qatar as it exists in other countries in the region.Although the political relations between
Qatar and Saudi Arabia, as the only country that shares a common border with Qatar,
have been tense for several decades, the diplomatic innovations of 2007 and 2008
brought the two sides closer, and despite the tensions that Qatar has managed to maintain
its independence despite the supremacy of Saudi Arabia.

However, Qatar's foreign policy may not be sustainable due to its internal limitations,
small size, and the political realities of the Middle East region. For example, Doha's good
relations with Tehran are in complete contrast to Doha's relations with other Persian Gulf
countries, including Saudi Arabia, the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, and the United
States. In this regard, some regional developments such as the conflict between Iran and
the United States, Iran and Saudi Arabia or the spread of violence from Syria and Iraq to
other countries sometimes force Qatar to take a clear position.Therefore, this research
tries to address the basic question of what has been Qatar's foreign policy towards Iran
and Saudi Arabia in the recent decade and from 2013 to 2023 in view of the clash of
interests of the regional and extra-regional powers? In response to this question, the
hypothesis is raised that during the last decade, despite the conflicting interests of
regional powers, especially Iran and Saudi Arabia, by adopting an open door policy and
creating a balance, Qatar tried to maintain its relations with all parties and expand its
influence. himself in the region. According to the type and topic of this research, the
method of this comparative research and analysis of research data is focused on
explaining the relationship between research variables. For this purpose, to collect
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information from primary and secondary sources, including domestic and international
documents, books and articles, internet searches, artificial intelligence programs,
specialized treatises and etc Used.
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