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Extended Abstract

Introduction:Politics draws from various sources, with the philosophy of history being
one of the most significant. This study seeks to address how the philosophy of ancient
Iranian history shapes political thought within the Iranshahri tradition. Specifically, it
examines how the historical philosophy of ancient Iran informs and influences Iran-
shahri political thought.

Methods: In order to answer the main question, the present research aims to examine
the texts in which the theoretical foundations of ancient Iran are reflected. These texts
either originate from primary sources of ancient Iran or are secondary analyses derived
from them. The focus is on understanding and evaluating interpretations of these texts.
Thus, a text-based interpretive method is employed, falling within the hermeneutic tra-
dition of analysis.

Results and discussion: The philosophy of history within Iranshahri thought can be
divided into four key components: the origin of existence, the driving force of history,
the trajectory of history, and its ultimate conclusion. The findings indicate that histor-
ical conflict begins with the struggle between Hormuzd (Ahura Mazda) and Ahriman
(Angra Mainyu), which manifests at various levels throughout history, including earthly
politics. Time, as conceived by Zervan, serves as a mechanism to protect the kingdom of
the world from Ahriman. This temporal progression drives Iranshahri history, with the
forces of Hormuzd gaining strength and eventually overcoming Ahriman’s rule At the
end of history, the arrival of Saoshyant (Sushyans) heralds the final victory of the Ahura-
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lans (forces of good), and the material world dissolves into an eternal abyss. In this
framework, politics on earth (Giti) is shaped by the primordial conflict and governed
by time, which itself is influenced by Zarvan’s original decree. Every action within this
cosmological order has a predetermined deadline that cannot be breached. Time, in this
context, acquires a distinctly political character, becoming an active force that shapes
the stages of history.

Conclusion: In Iranshahri thought, the philosophy of history serves as the foundational
principle governing all other intellectual frameworks, including political and social life.
The inherent historical determinism of this worldview dictates that political and social
existence is shaped by the flow of time and historical necessity. “Time” becomes the
dominant force driving events throughout history, and human beings are merely actors
in an eternal play. Time, imbued with a political nature, plays the central role in the
ongoing battle between the forces of Ahura and Ahriman. This duality—between the
forces of good (Ahura) and evil (demon)—defines all aspects of life, leaving no room
for ambiguity and turning human existence into a perpetual struggle. The constant battle
between good and evil becomes the primary driving force of history. The political di-
mension of Iranshahri thought is similarly bound by this dualistic framework, creating
an irreconcilable reality for those within the Iranshahri world. As a result, in Iranshahri
thought, human beings exist in a “political situation” where they are always aligned with
one side of the duality and perpetually confronting the “other.” The philosophy of histo-
ry also determines key turning points and moments of change in the world. Politics, in
this view, is not the product of the rulers’ or actors’ free will but rather the manifestation
of time’s will, which unfolds according to its own historical logic.
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