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Abstract

In his Phenomenology of the Spirit, Hegel tries to explicate his claim that what he
calls the System of Science should be organized merely through the "Life of
Concept". In this paper, first, we will try to survey the role(s) Hegel assigns to the
Concept in Phenomenology of Spirit. Then, we will examine his use of this term
in Phenomenology of the Spirit and we will discuss the meanings of this term in
that book. Thereafter, we will discuss whether in Phenomenology of the Spirit,
Concept is finite (as we have seen in Kant's philosophy) and whether it is limited
to an external limit or not, and eventually, we will try to show that in
Phenomenology of Spirit, the absolute knowledge should be understood not as
attaining a pure and simple static truth, but it must be understood as the infinite
unity of Concept and in fact as the infinite movement of it. In fact, drawing on the
interpretations of Pippin, Houlgate, and Stern, we argue that in contrast to the
prevailing interpretations in contemporary Hegel studies, at the end of the
Phenomenology of Spirit, it is the concept that becomes absolute, not
CONSCIOUSNeSS.
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In "Phenomenology of Spirit", Hegel endeavors to elucidate his
assertion that what he terms the 'system of science’ must only be
apprehended through the 'life of the Concept'. For this reason, he strives
to illuminate the scope of his intended Concept by tracing the necessary
development of consciousness in confronting its objects. In this article,
we will attempt to address the following questions:

1. What role does Hegel assign to the Concept in the Phenomenology
of Spirit?

2. What is the meaning of the term ‘Concept’ in the Phenomenology
of Spirit?

3. How does the Concept in Hegel's philosophy sublate the
limitations set by Kant?

4. What is Hegel's positive goal in the Phenomenology of Spirit?

e Literature Review

Even if the Concept may not be the most crucial thought element in
Hegel's philosophy as a whole and in the Phenomenology of Spirit in
particular, it is certainly one of the most frequent and an essential
element of his philosophy. Indeed, in his System of Science, Hegel
endeavors to bridge the gap between cognition and its object through
the Concept. Therefore, given the crucial role of the concept in Hegel s
philosophy, if not in all, at least in most of the investigations conducted
on his philosophy, this key element of his thinking has been addressed.
However, as we have attempted to demonstrate in this article, despite
the considerable references made to the role of Concept in Hegel’s
philosophy, the vital task of this key element of his thought has not been
sufficiently explored.

Furthermore, in the final section of this article, by referring to the
interpretations of three prominent contemporary Hegel scholars—
Stephen Houlgate, Robert Pippin and Robert Stern,—we aim to show
that understanding the positive goal of the Phenomenology of Spirit is
directly dependent on a proper understanding of what Hegel means by
the term 'Concept’, a crucial point that has thus far been overlooked.

* Conclusion:

Hegel contends that for our knowledge of an object to be the knowledge
of itas it is in itself, this knowledge must not be limited to any boundaries
ever. However, in Kant’s analysis of the process of cognition, the concept
is restricted on one hand to what he refers to as the representation of the
thing-in-itself, and on the other hand to what he calls the ‘transcendental
unity of apperception’. Thus, according to Kant, both the thing as it is in
itself or, in his own words, the thing-in-itself, and the uniting principle
which, in his view, constitutes the condition of any form of knowledge
remain beyond the scope of cognition. One way to approach Hegel’s
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philosophy is to strive to understand his effort to encompass these two
Kantian boundaries within the framework of absolute idealism, where our
knowledge is not limited by any bounds external to it itself. This is
precisely what we aim to do in this article.

In this article, we first clarify two distinct meanings of the term
“Concept” according to Hegel. At times, he refers to the “concept” as
the immediate and undeveloped form of a subject matter. Other times,
he employs the term in a more specific sense, which essentially
encompasses nothing other than the initial unmediated concept which
through an immanent dialectical process driven by intrinsic necessity,
evolves towards truth, or as Hel'el himself puts it, towards “actuality”.
Subsequently, we would try to show how in his Phenomenology of
Spirit, Hegel endeavors to demonstrate that the concept, due to its inner
necessity, is not confined to either of the two limits that Kant attributed
to it. Rather, the concept, as Hegel comprehends it, encompasses both
the thing-in-itself and the transcendental unity of apperception.

Based on this, in the fourth section of the article, we discuss that what
occurs in the final part of the development of consciousness in the
Phenomenology of Spirit, namely in the section of Absolute Knowledge, is
essentially nothing other than the Concepts becoming absolute. According
to our understanding, the positive goal that Hegel pursues in his
Phenomenology of Spirit is to demonstrate why and how the concept must
be considered as an ontological absolute that is constitutive of consciousness
and being. If we take Hegel’s assertion regarding the systematic nature of
philosophical thought seriously and in fact, consider the phenomenology of
spirit as the “introduction” to his philosophical system, then understanding
that in the Phenomenology of Spirit, this is the Concept that becomes
absolute, can best explain the relationship between other components of this
philosophical system, especially the relation between phenomenology of
spirit and logic. Nevertheless, in the final section of the article, by referring
to the interpretations of three prominent contemporary Hegel scholars—
Stephen Houlgate, Robert B. Pippin, and Robert Stern—we strive to show
what guides these interpreters toward different interpretations, is that they
specifically disregard this positive goal. As we try to show, Houlgate and
Stern reduce the goal of the Phenomenology of Spirit to a negative one,
which is to show the groundlessness of the determinations set by
consciousness, and Pippin develops his so-called non-metaphysical
interpretation on the premise that Hegel’s goal in phenomenology is to make
consciousness absolute, therefore he cannot see that in the Absolute
Knowledge, the “Concept”, becomes an ontological being which is
constitutive of consciousness itself too.
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