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Abstract
Introduction: How mental perceptions and representation of the

world located in the mind, is an epistemological question that has
occupied the minds of many thinkers. Based on the answer to this
question, two main currents were formed. One of them insists on the
correspondence of the mind and the object, like the reflection of an
image on a mirror and the second trend considers human knowledge
to be entirely made up of the mind, which has no way to the real
world. In the meantime, some consider mental perceptions to be the
product of the interaction between the mind and the external reality.
Although critical realism assumes the external world to be
independent from the cognitive agent's mind, it does not consider the
perception of the external world to be equal to the external world. This
epistemological stream tries to provide researchers with a way to
reach ‘"reality" and ‘"objectivity" by presenting a special
epistemological system and going through positivist research methods.

Findings: Although Islamic thought also shares some points of
view with critical realism, However, the most important criticism of
the accepted principles of critical realism is the incompatibility of
ontological and epistemological foundations, including:1) Ambiguity
in determining the contribution of concept and theory in knowledge;
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2) Inability to pass through the valley of epistemological relativism
and remain steadfast on one's ontological principles;3) ignoring the
relationship between knowledge and its subject due to the substitution
of intersubjective agreement instead of the theory of truth; 4)
Precedence of the subject over the object by emphasizing social and
cultural processes in the construction of knowledge.

Therefore, although critical realism, unlike idealism, seeks to
achieve reality in its ontology, However, by enclosing knowledge in
the circle of mental concepts, linguistic structures, social processes
and paradigms and theories, it has practically blocked the way to
communicate with the real world. By substituting intersubjective
agreement and practical sufficiency instead of truth, this
epistemological current, like other idealistic currents (such as Kant's
transcendental idealism), suffers from epistemological relativism .

Because based on the principles of critical realists, knowledge is
concept-oriented and perception is not possible without concept and
observation is full of theory. Therefore, critical realism rejects the
theory of truth and believes that no statement has absolute truth and
we can never know whether we have reached absolute truth or not.
Hence, given that the universe exists and operates independently of
human knowledge, there is no guarantee that it will be as we imagine
it to be; Because it is not possible to understand the direct relationship
between thought and world .

Cunclusion: Therefore, although critical realism tries to free itself
from the two epistemological fallacies of "crude realism" and
"transcendental idealism" by emphasizing ontological foundations,
However, the gap that exists between its ontological and
epistemological foundations prevents the achievement of the intended
goals of this trend, and finally, by rejecting truth and falsity, and
accepting the basic concept of knowledge, It does not go beyond the
valley of epistemological relativism that Kant was also caught in.

Keywords: Criterion of truth, Conformity, Object, Mind, Critical
realism, Practical adequacy, Intersubjective agreement.
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