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The Non-Validity of a Priori Proof in Real Sciences
According to ‘Allamah Tabataba’t and the Exclusivity of
the “Absolute a Posteriori Proof of the Third Kind” in it
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Abstract

In logic, a proof is categorized into a priori and its types, as
well as a posteriori and its types, which further divides into
absolute a posteriori and argument. But the validity and credibility
of all these types is not inherent, as some are accidentally
justifiable and valid. Through an examination of the rules of proof
(burhan), it becomes apparent that only the ‘a priori proof’ and
‘the absolute a posteriori proof of the third kind’ are proofs by
essence, and other types are not proofs (burhan), except in an
accidental sense. This research, providing proofs and utilizing an
analytical approach, demonstrates that, according to ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1, a prior proof is not applicable in philosophy and other
sciences that deal with the establishment of essential accidents of
the subject. Based on this foundation, an essential accident is that
which is posited by positing the subject and removed by removing
it. A priori proof can prove predicates as non-essential accidents
for the subjects in the sciences. But, through a priori proof, it is
not possible in philosophy to prove a predicate as an essential or
non-essential accident for its subject which is existent in so far as
it is an existent. This is because the existent is not the effect of a
cause. Therefore, the only valid proof in philosophy and other
sciences is the absolute a posteriori proof of the third kind.

Keywords: a Priori Proof, Absolute a Posteriori Proof of the Third
Kind, General Concomitants, Demonstrative Sciences, ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1.
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