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Virginia Woolf’s Mrs®Dalloway (1925) is a critique of post-World War | England depicted
in the image of a young veteran’s suicide. His death has been a topic of debate covering a
wide range of concepts from tragedy to the scapegoat. Using Gilles Deleuze’s third synthesis
of time and double death, this paper investigates Septimus Smith’s death in Woolf’s novel.
As a symbolically charged event, the First World War has split Septimus’ subjectivity into
two unequal halves, a former and an after. The split subject dissolves the self, and there is no
longer an “I”. The dissolution of the self, however, has a positive side as well, which is
liberation from law and identity. As the representative of social norms and authority,
Bradshaw tries to hospitalize Septimus and restrict his mental and bodily freedom, which
results iniSeptimus’tsuicide as a liberating acttvHisrdeath is the end of hisBife, yet it hasPa
direct effect on Clarissa, who is restrained in a wealthy political class. The news of Septimus’
death interruptsuher party and emancipates Clarissa’s thoughts, whichris itself a form of
“becoming”. For some moments, Clarissa.gets away from her party and her guests and sees
through the fake fagade of her life. Thus, Septimus’ physical death causes an impersonal death
in Clarissa and liberates her as well. It is an affirmation of life in a Deleuzian sense, since to
Deleuze, life means the disruption of all that is repressive. Similarly, in Mrs. Dalloway, the
repressed Clarissa and her double Septimus are both liberated.
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t A subject without object
2 fractured

3 Internally different

* groundlessness



Y S50 (elot gy Lz g s9glls @il 0le) )3 03,95 SKS sofgm 5 (& Ol
Sy Ol Yl g oad aniS (530 e ez dgr islad jd iald b law (0 culud &S
o, &S a8 e 9090 00,8 (gill oy (615l &S 950 (g b Sdgy 03 )l & Wgas puun
plos S 1) 103 Dgs 0ad plos K Lol O o s i3l 15,8 Spo jl s & by cawd jd
@9 gl K bcul aisly bl Sl (B aleossj 9 (Bxbojl sl p S (F) ©g 05

01D uituno 9 (2Ll b G (loj Canl (s (Sofgw Y e g (25 gloj 4Bl ol
ot ]y 03g (g o Gludlyed g oimd il (5,56 508 oo (sl 4 05u 2T )3 SIS &S
(YN0 (lg) €Ojlo e 355 1 ol salSiiiie Capgn ooy j >

(VA lg) €ogib o 03988 oaiy] lSad Wl o oy ] (g 3 &5 (BISG 5 i D13
orsesips o SodS (TVIY) €l iy 3l g 1S5 (ojgu Lo €00 c03)55 IS (5055
cilgg) € (S yo wi95> Al 155 CLaS { sl (i) 4 ) Cuw ol iy I
e (50590 5915 (sl cly sgl 4 ol o lael i Bl (g9 Joxie (so5gm 4 gy (VYF
5 0wy JE! Cpl 5l (S b e jep calisee Il 4 a8 Canl ases «ludl gD lan 00
2065 o ol 00 a5 Sl s daled o Wiy 5l wsesiow W)y BE 08 AS G dis i
OYF) €ogl oo By g 809 Lo slows (e 1S cibaly |,

2939 W dgsed Juol 4 lo 2bgS alazd (gl umgie Gyl Ulg ool 4 @2l 5o
205 53 (BA) €28 o glis 2 Lonitne |y ((2un) 5 ol 1S5 )38 (0 5V Jolis oS 03 oo
563 b olds )0 g dwlid o 1y 53 5 D0 g0, K xie 3589 | 03)55 BISS (g05gm ¢ ke
Ol ol (geland (> 95 o0 s yim g (i 31 )08 059 4 o dnt 13 )15 8 ey
odd JrooS ply Jio b LIS bawgi o5 (S9laB o (98 5l ) ol g WLES e ]y 295 Y]
@8 gl sl 4Bl by Jio g 9 ) Mepin S plgisdr Gugesie (VT ply) €l
lose By oplplo sl o lny Cul 03,8 pund il glosnl &S ugn 5l g )l i il
2l g den gl wind J8 Cogn g Jie (9 390> )3 1y gl g Xpn sl 4 gl 15 wad
1y el a5l 5 w5 (S35 dy i il g e iy o oS

@l ygiome 9 JBle (g 5p0 4 Sl Bl po ol Jio 5 (1938 (goiles glidys g jelsa
Jog 38 S 4 glidp g ol ipl oMo S (o pastiie |y sloxinl g Jlxia odle
LS (93,8 oy (ogesin ol Juate (VoA cilgg) (loj sl mod & o5 el it
O S g 9l g jelsn slacaasid b olar )3 sl 03)08 SIS (loj A 5 (5 S

I Dissolved self



PFot o o plos i 3y 0,39 « ylg poleo sl ity \F

sodom b sl Sho il (SO aS S o dbul €ewls s acels o opl 5l 438 5,5 o I\
h g 0jgpel s o035 (lojly (g oo il 1y ogosion plby ol 5lB3
1wl pllg puo gapd] Canlis ol o (VF) Cewls Lo pila»

|y oliadS5l 4y 5o ololS 5055 g5 45518 ol b g 3,5 o oalie 1y Kl plilyy oo
b ol b b laoli @l 0,8 o0 (srtam |y iy o) (ilbme 05 (o0 CLalS o1
o 8l o 4y 3 LT a5 e e b o sl |y lilis gl angldl s1,3 o),y
O gl) glidy b sl o gy ()] ST g (B398 el e W39 3p0 ST — g S
39 095l (3,5 (o0 G Sy JUS A1 3 1) gy s Jlced Yz 5055 (o (SWBL g ()0
9 plby jo 21239 pd Ol )3 gl Hotd Bl Wb S o (P Wghis b L Lid (bL
o> ly > fpsles] il el g (BRpillad e 5 ojlse ol 5l il e g
(1+5) ol s

A2 o ] 5 355 ol 58 5 4y 1o yg S8 L bS5 opasipw (5255
S g Bl ] 0diS JiSe (g paie &S olou] jlaSh s (S5 0] e o bl o
9 YU did od)gd O] 9 0 Al p Lo M8 Slage Lyids o Gl s S & o3l
.)yuuﬁ oS d).o‘ 4 JJ.A.u csl.,f}.))g 9 29 Cuws0 ul.o- ‘099 LS“\"J nlhds?b J.AL.» )L\ACA..»L...\:
il 3l el Bgadio g 0351 255 Cons y9:0 5 Slage ] i g ol shual ) a8 Ly M
Ol & e Spe gl Sloare )3 (B> a2 b baglddpy doxiye (egeriw (IS5 S
ol olasy Slage )0 0y del 5w loges el > liwld gl 1 lug DS -y gomen olisles
555w iyt ) (ool il b g ools S5 g 45 5 ol 5] Cilgy e, tbey 3]
gy .l 0 latio put (3115 Jow BT Gloriuo b lioren 0algd Lol canl plas o 368 g5 )
Bl 85 (5% a5 5o 355 (ool 5 (lein) 45 08 ] sl & a5 | ot
L) A" 5 (oo S yidio (ela &S CusSloge 3 pjy CusS join galins sl Coonl
239 Cen ygi 3l L )M g Sy yajg Canss ]y (5350 ply SRl o ogoripw b
YU 03y jleculuw SO Heias (99 (55l w3 0 )y Mos assl Lol b o 395 4 Sloage
oogesiv (45395 Sl 53 (Blgd cnl iy €958 (Sloks 095 g Cuslug ) NS com )93 5



Vo 5998 (el gy L g (s9glls @il (o 50 00,55 SIS (sojgm 5 (5 e
T o B 5 31 8 SU3, ogerim S S oy 5 BB Syl o
wogesipw S o VM) €Cuwlag )M (S5 gy gaaldl sl s lagygelen Spo b — b
@ b M i il cilae galadi 1S o0 yoge |y Lun)YS 080> 9 350500 o |y Slote
S Gl 4 550> 018 oo 095 L B il 03y (3] )3 1259 G g (i (g3 &S s S
G155 @ aS 1y 38 10 sy el pas p3 10 aSST (gl calaly bl (glps 39 iibeS 5 pe g
eyt Sye S (VR) g hstl b Spe 3 i)y 5y S e gl il el
P COAD carge ol (azd She Vb g 0l Gl 4 |y bl 38 ol b (wgesiow
o o 9296 carge BLE gesiow (U p | (25395 Ll 0 gl )3 5 g LS
O Dgd oo k)M olay coge cllasd pl 10 g G (amme (6,500 365 Lol Wbl 00
Osesips (paid g (eatidpt Syl (il (o5 Spe nl i sline 4 €S
OF92 SN 9 3259 CondS il Sl join (Jaio (697 10ad L) U )3 (3kis (6 e
05T Lus MS (V) €S y9,8  Sloteo 0950 n D90 031> ST el b y259 Cam g o g0 Iy

9 920 &S Cuwl Lwgesiow S el 9. (V) (29 9 £9)0 9 5lud jlodgs o ol (S5 a5 34 00
S5 do -V
sloads Jorio (05am g juSio (po )ld Kis pudae D) 531 0 Lwgesiow Cawl (SN G1uas
5 JB JSS Lawgs a1 5| Gy & wgerinw 258 (G155 1L o it Jo3 BB o] hats
G I2lo (bL (pl bl dmd o Spo (5 ()L juo 1 AT Jad 1) (oS (> W5 od s
Olysds 45 39 0 Jlaite (63113 (geriin S )N Slore 0555 (35 w0 32 b S o
Sl s a9 a8 51 51l &5 g 00l L )M 53 ()55 Carge 5w (2l (S5 98
39 5,8 &S wgertiw Gemed Ly YIS LS 0 )Kw'ﬂ w1 L&j 8Ly g old asly 035 b,
il g (oliddgs 5 L)Wl jgaze 353 eloial (gaiib )3 98 6y Gl lon S
Jab 1asl 5> gy Lius g A8 o 450 @3S Ay wgeuiaw ml @ and ilge (gilwla,
Shodio) € ya0s ol (slony 3,8 315 1) ol oljed Lol S iS5 Slage (sl )0 Ly DS il



PFot o o plos i 3y 0,39 « ylg poleo sl ity \#

13 Sl (gesiow (L) MS Sljen Spe (e (Y gy Lz g sbagle) degecxe

References

Apter, Terri. E. Virginia Woolf and a Study of Her Novels. London: MacMillan,
1979.

Barret, Eileen, and Patricia Cramer, eds. Virginia Woolf: Lesbian Readings. US:
New York University Press, 1997.

Bergson, Henri. Time and Free Will: An Essay on the Immediate Data of
Consciousness. F. L. Bogson, Trans. NY: Dover Publications, 2001.
Berman, Jessica, ed. A Companion to Virginia Woolf. US: Wiley Blackwell,

2016.

Bethea, Arthur F. “Septimus Smith, the War-Shattered Christ Substitute in Mrs.
Dalloway”. The Explicator, vol. 68, no. 4 (2010): 249-252.

Briggs, Julia. Reading Virginia Woolf. UK: Edinburgh University Press, 2006.

Childs, Peter. Modernism. John Drakakis Ed. London: Routledge, 2000.

Colombat, Andre Pierre. “Deleuze’s Death as an Event”. Man and World. vol. 29
(1996): 235-249.

Dalsimer, Katherine. Virginia Woolf: Becoming a Writer. London: Yale
University Press, 2001.

Deleuze, Gilles. Difference and Repetition. Trans., Paul Patton. US: Columbia
University Press, 1995.

---. Spinoza: Practical Philosophy. Trans., by Robert Hurley. San Francisco: City
Lights Books,1988. Originally published as Spinoza: Philosophie
pratique. Paris: Minuit, 1981.

Deleuze, Gilles, and Félix Guattari. A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and
Schizophrenia. trans. Brian Massumi. Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1987.



\V G590 el iilgg Lz g s9lls @il ey 4o 00,93 SIS so3gm 5 5 Ole

Derek, Ryan. Virginia Woolf and the Materiality of Theory: Sex, Animal, Life.
Edinburgh University Press, 2013.

Fleishman, Avrom. Virginia Woolf: A Critical Reading. London: Johns Hopkins

University Press, 1975.

Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. No Man’s Land: The War of the Words.
London: Yale University Press, 1988.

Gillis, Marry Ann. Henri Bergson and British Modernism. London: McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 1996.

Graham, John. “Time in the Novels of Virginia Woolf”. University of Toronto
Quarterly. vol. 18 (1948): 186-201.

Guth, Deborah. “”What a Lark! What a Plunge!’: Fiction as Self-Evasion in ‘Mrs.
Dalloway’.” The Modern Language Review, vol. 84, no. 1 (1989): 18-25.

Haffey, Kate. Literary Modernism, Queer Theories: Eddies in Time. US:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2019.

Henke, Suzette. “Mrs. Dalloway: The Communion of Saints”. New Feminist
Essays on Virginia Woolf. Edited by Jane Marcus, Lincoln, Nebraska,
1981, 125-147.

Hoff, Molly. “The Pseudo-Homeric World of Mrs. Dalloway”. Twentieth
Century Literature, vol. 45, no. 2 (Summer, 1999): 186-2009.

Hussey, Mark. The Singing of the Real World: The Philosophy of Virginia
Woolf’s Fiction. Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1986.

Jensen, Emily. “Clarissa Dalloway’s Respectable Suicide”. Virginia Woolf: A
Feminist Slant. Edited by Jane Marcus, University of Nebraska, 1983,
162-179.

Lord, Catherine M. “The Frames of Septimus Smith: Through Twenty-Four
Hours in the City of Mrs. Dalloway, 1923, and of Millennial London: Art
is a Shocking Experience.” Parallax, vol. 5, no. 3 (1999): 36-46.



PFot o o plos i 3y 0,39 « ylg poleo sl ity A

Lypka, Celiese Tamara. Dissolving Identity: Becomin Imperceptible in Virginia
Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway. 2014. Department of English and Film Studies,
University of Alberta. MA Thesis.

Majumdar, Robin, and Allen McLaurin, eds. Virginia Woolf: The Critical
Heritage. US: Routledge, 1975.

Mattison, Laci. “Virginia Woolf's Ethical Subjectivity: Deleuze and Guattari's
Worlding and Bernard's' Becoming-Savage™. Deleuze and Guatarri
Studies, vol. 7, no. 4 (2013): 562-580.

Mepham, John. Virginia Woolf, A Literary Life. UK: Palgrave MacMillan, 1991.

Miller, Nathaniel A. "Felt, Not Seen Not Heard: Quentin Compson, Modernist
Suicide and Southern History”. Studies in the Novel, vol. 37, no. 1 (Spring
2005): 37-49.

Naremore, James. “The World Without a Self: The Novels of Virginia Woolf.”
Novel, vol. 5 (1971): 122-34.

O’Hara, Daniel T. Virginia Woolf and the Modern Sublime: The Invisible
Tribunal. US: Palgrave MacMillan, 2015.

Osaki, Harumi. “Killing Oneself, Killing the Father: On Deleuze’s Suicide in
Comparison with Blanchot’s Notion of Death”. Literary and Theory, vol.
22, no. 1 (2008): 88-101.

Parsons, Deborah. Theorists of the Modern Novel: James Joyce, Dorothy
Richardson, Virginia Woolf. UK: Routledge, 2006.

Pattison, Julian. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf. UK: MacMillan, 1987.

Rouhani, Seyyed ali, and Emad Abouata amlashi. “Temporal Structure in the
Literature of Magical Realism and its Impact on Cinema Based on the
Theory of Gilles Deleuze”. Research in contemporary World Literature [
Pazhuhesh-e Adabiate Moaser Jahan], vol. 25, no. 2 (2021): 449-475.

Ronchetti, Ann. The Artist, Society and Sexuality in Virginia Woolf’s Novels.
William E. Cain, ed. New York: Routledge, 2004.



\4 G590 el iilgg Lz g s9lls @il ey 4o 00,93 SIS so3gm 5 5 Ole
Ryan, Derek. Virginia Woolf and the Materiality of Theory: Sex, Animal, Life.
UK: Edinburgh University Press, 2013.
Sadeghi, Maryam, Fatemeh Azizmohammadi, Mojgan Yarahmadi. “A

Deleuzian Analysis of the Concepts of Identity and Becoming in Things
Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe”. Research in contemporary World
Literature [ Pazhuhesh-e Adabiate Moaser Jahan], vol. 28, no 1 (2023):
343-368. DOI: http//doi.org/10.22059/jor.2022.331132.2209

Son, Youngjoo. Here and Now: The Politics of Social Space in D. H. Lawrence
and Virginia Woolf. US: Routledge, 2006.

Spiropoulou, Angeliki. Virginia Woolf, Modernity and History: Constellations
with Walter Benjamin. UK: Palgrave McMillan, 2010.

Thomson, Jean. “Virginia Woolf and the Case of Septimus Smith.” The San
Francisco Jung Institute Library Journal, vol. 23, no. 3 (2004): 55-71.

Warner, Eric. Virginia Woolf: The Waves. New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1986.

Voss, Daniela. Conditions of Thought: Deleuze and Transcendental Ideas. UK:
Edinburgh University Press, 2013.

Woolf, Virginia. Collected Novels of Virginia Woolf. Stella McNicole Ed.
London: McMillan, 1992.

Zlatcin, Rachel. “The Flesh of Citizenship: Red Flowers Grew.” Virginia Woolf
and the Natural World: Selected Papers from the Twentieth Annual
International Conference on Virginia Woolf. Edited by Kristin Czarnecki
and Carrie Rohman. US: Clemson University Digital Press, 2010, 84-89.



