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Abstract
Commentary on mystical works holds a significant place in the history of mysticism and Sufism with

Masnavi being a captivating subject that has been extensively discussed. Among these discussions, the
depiction by Molla Hadi Sabzevari, a late philosopher of the Islamic world, is particularly important and
valuable due to its coverage of legal and philosophical issues. This research aimed to explore the
relationship and correlation between the form and structure of this depiction and the intellectual approach
that governs it. By understanding its macro pattern based on the key constituent elements, we could better
appreciate its significance. To achieve this objective, the present study examined the structural framework
that governed the depiction of verses and analyzed the interpretive features observed in Molla Hadi
Sabzevari's methodology, focusing on his descriptive-analytical approach. The findings of this study
revealed that Molla Hadi's method of unraveling secrets was primarily characterized as eclectic and
comprehensive, taking into account both general and specialized audiences in different contexts.
Furthermore, his methodological model was primarily influenced by Quranic interpretations in terms of its
form. The textual evidence indicated that Sabzevari surpassed the audience's expectations by providing
theological and philosophical explanations of Maulavi's verses, demonstrating a greater inclination towards
clarifying legal and philosophical viewpoints.
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Introduction

Interpretation of religious and mystical texts has been an integral part of Islamic scholarship since
its inception, encompassing various approaches. While the Qur'an and sacred texts hold primary
importance, philosophical and mystical works have also garnered significant attention from
commentators. Throughout history, a substantial portion of the interpretive tradition has been
dedicated to introducing, elucidating, and interpreting the works of sages, philosophers, and mystics.
Among these works, Maulana Jalaluddin Muhammad Balkhi's Masnavi (672-604) stands out,
containing a rich tapestry of codes, specialized symbols, analytical intricacies, and mystical subtleties.
Given the significance of Masnavi in conveying mystical concepts and the keen interest of readers,
numerous scholars have undertaken the task of providing commentary on this profound literary
masterpiece, employing diverse approaches and structures to facilitate a proper understanding of its
verses, meanings, and spiritual teachings. Notably, Molla Hadi Sabzevari, influenced by Shia
theological traditions, Aristotelian philosophy, and Sohravardi's Ishraqi philosophy, offers his own
unique insights in his explanation of Masnavi. Therefore, the present research aimed to examine and
evaluate Molla Hadi's elucidation of Masnavi, shedding light on his intellectual perspectives and
providing a comprehensive analysis of his approach.

Materials & Methods
This research employed the analytical descriptive method to investigate three volumes of the book
"Sharh-e Asrar", focusing on extracting its formal and content characteristics.

Research Findings

Regarding Molla Hadi's methodology, several notable features could be identified. Firstly, Molla
Hadi selectively included verses from Rumi's poems that he deemed of utmost importance in his
description of Asrar, while omitting others. Secondly, he addressed the inherent ambiguities found in
Masnavi, striving to clarify these verses through explanations and the use of literary techniques.
Thirdly, Molla Hadi's interpretation of Masnavi led him to develop a philosophical understanding of
the Qur'an, which he supported by extensively referencing Hadiths and Quranic verses in his
explanations. Fourthly, he delved into topics beyond the scope of Masnavi, exploring his preferred
subjects and establishing the foundations of his theological, philosophical, and mystical thinking.
Lastly, Molla Hadi endeavored to incorporate the views of prominent mystics, such as Khaja Abdullah
Ansari, Hossein Mansour Hallaj, and Bayazid Bastami, as well as renowned philosophers like Mulla
Sadra, Farabi, Suhrawardi, Ibn Arabi, and Sheikh Baha'ie.

Upon examining and describing Molla Hadi's elucidation, we could identify two main aspects:
analysis of the text's structure and form and exploration of the intellectual sources that underpinned its
fundamental principles. These areas could be further categorized and delineated as follows:

1. Examining the structure of description of the secrets involved studying the vocabulary and
combinations used in the text. Molla Hadi's foremost concern in his description was to carefully select
the appropriate meanings and equivalents for specific words, combinations, and terms from among
their various interpretations. Furthermore, alongside elucidating the meaning of phrases, he dedicated
significant portions of his description to analyzing the rhetorical elements and linguistic beauties
present, delving into the formal aspects and engaging in linguistic decoding. His use of citations and
references encompassed verses from the Qur'an and quotes and narrations from Hadiths, as well as
excerpts from poems.

In his explanation of Masnavi, Molla Hadi displayed a keen interest in employing verses to
communicate Rumi's intricate system of meanings and elucidate his intellectual atmosphere. Through
the interpretation of these verses, he endeavored to convey the intended significance to the audience in
a comprehensive and enhanced manner. He employed this method on two levels: utilizing Masnavi's
own verses and referencing verses from other poets. At the rhetorical level, Molla Hadi explored both
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overt and covert layers of meaning within the text, employing techniques, such as simile, metaphor,
permission, irony, and negative interrogative explanation. In terms of innovation, he also referred to
literary devices, such as allegory and equivocation.

2. Following the structural examination of Molla Hadi's commentary, which focused on word
equivalences and elucidating semantic layers and rhetorical devices for the audience, he endeavored to
establish a profound connection between the meaning of verses and philosophical, mystical, and
theological concepts. In his description, he adeptly incorporated theological ideas, the philosophical
thoughts of Sadra, lbn Arabi, Neo-Platonism, Platonic philosophy, and the concepts of Ishraqi
philosophy to expound upon the legal and philosophical issues present in Masnavi. A mystical-
philosophical approach emerged and in the content section, the predominance of elucidating and
explaining the philosophical, mystical, and theological foundations became evident throughout the
text. When encountering verses, Sabzevari argued like a philosopher, engaging in logical debates on
various topics and skillfully arriving at logical conclusions by posing pertinent questions and
providing cogent answers. Among the most noteworthy sources to which Molla Hadi referred were
theological works, Platonic philosophy, lbn Arabi's writings, Sadra’s philosophical ideas, and the
perspectives of Ishragi philosophy.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Upon analyzing the description of secrets, we observed indications of affinity and similarity
between the Qur'an and Masnavi viewed as the universal Qur'an in Molla Hadi's perspective. Molla
Hadi adopted an inclusive Qur'anic interpretation approach, considering the understanding of diverse
audiences. He employed an eclectic method in gathering data, using both linguistic and rhetorical
levels to explain the layers of meaning. This allowed him to cater to both the general audience and the
specialized and advanced audience at the philosophical and linguistic levels. Consequently, the
subjectivity of Molla Hadi's own perception influenced his multifaceted commentary, which leaned
towards a philosophical and theological orientation. This could be attributed to Molla Hadi's
conception of the potential audience for the description of mysteries. By addressing the foundational
aspects of language and explaining words at a basic level, Molla Hadi extended his reach to a broader
audience, encompassing the majority. This was evident in his treatment of verses and the rhetorical
layer, where the commentator placed a greater emphasis on the originality of language and the verbal
dimension. Subsequently, he shifted focus towards the originality of the spiritual aspect and then the
expressive level of language. The commentator's relatively limited attention to rhetorical analysis in
the realm of meaning could be linked to the assumption and prioritization of the general audience in
Molla Hadi's underlying mindset, along with a possible underestimation of the significance of rhetoric
at this level.

On the other hand, Molla Hadi's extensive use of verses and Hadiths in explaining the secrets
signified the prominence and superiority of these pretexts within his associative and argumentative
framework. His engagements with the commentators had transformed Masnavi into a philosophical
commentary within the realm of Quranic interpretations. This was evident not only in his verse-by-
verse interpretation and frequent citation of Hadiths, but also in his adoption of the verse-by-verse
commentary method derived from the practice of interpreting the Quran. Furthermore, an examination
of the statistical data regarding the frequency of verse citations in the first, second, and fourth
volumes, as well as the similar patterns observed in the usage of Hadiths, highlighted the equal
importance attributed to these two levels of sources in Molla Hadi's conscious approach. This reflected
his Shiite perspective concerning the textual and Hadith-related aspects akin to a credit institution. His
commentary could be considered somewhat innovative due to the inclinations of Shiite theology.

Moreover, the prevalence of references to Attar, Shabestari, Jami, and Hafez among Persian poets
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could be linked to the dominance of Iraqi Sufi traditions and Molla Hadi's inclination towards intuitive
mysticism. Coupled with his philosophical orientation and textual references to categories associated
with Sadra's illuminative and intuitive philosophy, this issue indicated his intellectual connection and
personal inclination towards this tradition. Furthermore, his inclusion of verses attributed to Ali lbn
Abi Talib rooted in his Shiite school and the incorporation of mystical and philosophical elements
from the Arabic thinker, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, showcased his innovative and original approach within
both fields.
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