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Abstract

Athletes reveal the potential of their bodies. This is an event in which a human being wins, loses, and
suffers, and we, as the audience, identify with them, just as an actor in a film performs emotions and
encourages the audience to think of identification. Therefore, the link between art and sport allows us
to pursue some kind of research following the direct presence of famous athletes in the field of art.
This study aims to identify the causes and consequences of the presence of famous athletes in the art
industry. For this purpose, this study is qualitative research carried out using thematic analysis
strategy based on the approach of Brun and Clark. Using the purposive sampling method, 15
participants including famous athletes, directors, and faculty members were selected and interviewed.
The collected data were analyzed through the MAXQDA software, the version 2020. The results
showed four main themes for the causes of the phenomenon: 1. Economic and professional
development of athletes, 2. Socio-political development, 3. Development of individual capabilities
and 4. Solidarity between art and sports. Moreover, the positive consequences of this phenomenon
included the three main themes; developing socio-cultural goals of sports, advancing the goals of
sports — art, and economic development of the field of art. Additionally, the negative consequences
of the presence of famous athletes in the arts industry were two main themes: Reducing the social
capital of sports and decreasing the popularity of aSrt. According to the recognized themes, it is
suggested that famous athletes, in order to participate in various artistic fields, firstly test their talents,
and if they have artistic talents, they can do so. In this way, they can be useful for both sports and art
reputation.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Athletes reveal the potential of their bodies. This is an event in which a human being wins, loses, and
suffers, and we, as the audience, identify with them, just as an actor in a film performs emotions and
encourages the audience to think of identification. Therefore, the link between art and sport allows us
to pursue some kind of research following the direct presence of famous athletes in the field of art.
The present study aims to identify the causes and consequences of the presence of famous athletes in
the arts industry.

Materials and Methods

This research adopted an interpretive paradigm based on the mental assumptions of researchers. The
research method is qualitative, using thematic analysis. The thematic analysis is the process of
identifying patterns or themes within qualitative data. The purpose of thematic analysis is to identify
themes_ patterns in important or interesting data to the researchers_ and use these themes to answer
research questions (Maguire & Delahunt, 2017: 3353). In order to collect data, in-depth semi-
structured interviews were used so that the participants could provide a complete and comprehensive
explanation without any restrictions.

Sampling can be homogeneous or heterogeneous. Here, since researchers sought to identify the causes
and consequences of the presence of sports celebrities in the art industry, they used improbable
sampling with targeted sampling tactics.

Interviews were conducted with 15 participants (including athletes, sports management professors,
and actors who have been athletes in the past).

Interview questions were divided into two parts; questions identifying the causes and consequences
of the presence of famous athletes. A total of 9 questions were designed and during the interview, the
questions were more or less in line with the needs and discernments of the interviewer. Interviews
were conducted by telephone due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and telephone calls were recorded with
the participant's permission, and then transcribed.

The analysis of the present theme was based on research questions and was formed top-down. The
interview questions were semi-structured (each audio interview lasted about 30 minutes).

Through coding each copy, the researchers examined and worked on each part of the text that
appeared to be relevant to the research topic or specifically supported the research question. After
finishing the work and before going to the rest of the copies, they compared the codes and discussed
and corrected them.

Regarding data coding, it should be mentioned that the coding was done anonymously and finally via
MAXQDA software version 2020.

Findings

According to the results, the reasons for the presence of famous athletes in the art industry included
four main themes: economic and professional development, socio-political development,
development of individual capabilities, and the correlation between art and sports. Additionally,
economic and professional development itself included two sub-themes: having a job and financial
benefits.

The theme of Political-Social Development had five sub-themes including keeping in touch with the
people, being visible, being popular, and political development.
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Based on the results, the consequences of the presence of athletes in the art industry are divided into
two categories of positive and negative consequences. Positive consequences have three main themes,
including the development of cultural and social goals of sports, advancing sports-artistic goals, and
economic development of art. The development of cultural and social goals of sports includes two
sub-themes of promoting sports and influencing sports concepts into people's culture.

The main theme of advancing artistic goals includes two sub-themes of strengthening sports and a
iiii tive ppprccch to ooorts in pppple’s uultural tatt.. Moreover, the main theme of economic
development in the field of art includes four sub-themes of increasing the audience, adding the sports
genre to the art industry, economic benefits, and making films and serials more attractive.

Moreover, the negative consequences of the presence of famous athletes in art industry include:
Reducing the Social Capital of Sports and Decreasing the Popularity of Art

Conclusion

It should be noted that the entry of famous athletes in art and acting can have many benefits, especially
in the area of economics of art and sports culture, which are in the interest of society in general.
However, we should not ignore the negative consequences of this phenomenon because in case of
incorrect selection of athletes in movies or lack of artistic talent in famous athletes, it can cause serious
damage to both sports and arts and its reputation. Therefore, it is suggested that famous athletes, in
order to participate in various artistic fields, firstly test their talents, and if they have artistic talents,
they can do so. In this way, they can be useful for both sports and art reputation.

Given that the mentioned research is related to athletes who have turned to the field of acting, it is
suggested that similar research be conducted with respect to the arrival of actors into other fields of
art.
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