Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 16(2), 155-218, Sprng 2024

Domanska, E. (2024). Ecological humanities (A. Ahmadvand, Sh. Lajmoraki Ramechari, & B.
Kibakhi, Trans.). Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 16(2), 155-218. doi:
10.22035/isih.2024.470

https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2024.470 URL: https://www.isih.ir/article_470.html

2008-4641 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Translated Paper

Ecological Humanities

Ewa Domanska’

Translated by: Abbas Ahmadvand?, Shahla Lajmorak Ramechari’, Behnaz Keybakhi*

ABSTRACT

The article defines and identifies features of the ecological humanities, understood as a
symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. It focuses on
ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late nineties within the
framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism, Eurocentrism, and Western
science. The article highlights the role of traditional ecological knowledge, as well as the
development of biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human,
social sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and non-
humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and anticipate
future knowledge building in terms of extended mind, distributed cognition,
biocommunication, and empathy.
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INTRODUCTION

The article will define and identify features of the ecological humanities, understood
as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. I am particularly
interested in ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late
nineties within the framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism,
Eurocentrism, and Western science. The paper will highlight the role of traditional
ecological knowledges and native knowledges, as well as the development of
biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human, social
sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and
non-humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and
anticipate future knowledge productions in terms of extended mind and distributed
cognition.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to define and identify features of the ecological
humanities, understood as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific
paradigm.

METHODOLOGY

An extensive interdisciplinary literature review was conducted, accompanied by
qualitative research methods including textual analysis, deep reading, and
consultations with experts. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the ecological humanities, integrating diverse perspectives from various scientific
and indigenous knowledge systems.

FINDINGS
The main findings of the article are:

A) Paradigmatic Shift in Humanities: The article highlights a significant shift
towards ecological humanities, which is seen as a symptom of a broader scientific
paradigm shift that integrates ecological and environmental concerns with
humanistic studies.

B) Development of Ecological Humanities: It identifies the emergence of
ecological humanities, which challenge traditional anthropocentric and Eurocentric
perspectives within the humanities by incorporating posthumanist critiques of
anthropocentrism and indigenous knowledges.

C) Role of Biohumanities: The article points to the development of
biohumanities, which integrates human and social sciences with life sciences,



creating a more inclusive and interconnected type of knowledge that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries.

D) Vision of Symbiotic Meta-communities: The ecological humanities propose a
utopian vision where humans and non-humans coexist within meta-communities
based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, anticipating a
future of knowledge building characterized by extended mind, distributed
cognition, biocomunication and empathy.

E) Integration of Indigenous Knowledge: The findings emphasize the
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledges and indigenous
perspectives, which enrich the humanities and challenge Western-centric
epistemologies.

CONCLUSION

Today's humanities contribute to the creation of a holistic, inclusive, integrated, and
complementary body of knowledge that merges the humanities with the natural
sciences and incorporates indigenous knowledges. Additionally, the progressive
developments in artificial intelligence and biocommunication are poised to
fundamentally transform the field of humanities. In what may be its most
revolutionary aspect, the human is not the sole author of this emerging knowledge.

NOVELTY

The article, originally published in Polish in 2013, introduces an innovative
interdisciplinary framework that combines ecological, posthumanist, and
biohumanistic insights, presenting a novel approach to understanding the
intersections between humanistic disciplines and scientific inquiry. It proposes a
radical transformation in the study of humanities by incorporating traditional
ecological knowledges, non-human perspectives and an a merge with biological
sciences, fundamentally challenging traditional human-centric methodologies. It is
pioneering in foreseeing a holistic and integrated model of knowledge building that
incorporates concepts of extended cognition and distributed mindsets, leveraging
developments in various scientific fields to enrich humanistic studies.

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanities

Volume 16
Issue 2
Spring 2024

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Arcury, T. A., Johnson, T. P., & Scollay, S. J. (1986). Ecological worldview and environmental
knowledge: The “new environmental paradigm”. The Journal of Environmental
Education, 17(4), 35-40.

Badmington, N. (2006). Cultural studies and the posthumanities. New cultural studies:
Adventures in theory, 260-72.

Becker, P. (2010). The Coming of a Neurocentric Age? Neurosciences and the new biology of
violence: a historian’s comment. Medicina & Storia, 10(19-20), 101-128.

Benezra, A., DeStefano, J., & Gordon, J. I. (2012). Anthropology of microbes. Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, 109(17), 6378-6381.

Berleant, A. (2016). Aesthetics beyond the arts: New and recent essays. Routledge.

Braidotti, R. (2007). Feminist epistemology after postmodernism: Critiquing science,
technology and globalisation. Interdisciplinary Science Reviews, 32(1), 65-74.

Braidotti, R. (2009). Locating Deleuze’s Eco-philosophy between Bio/Zoe-power and necro-
politics. In Deleuze and Law: Forensic Futures (pp. 96-116). London: Palgrave Macmillan
UK. 96-116.

Callus, 1., & Herbrechter, S. (2012). Introduction: Posthumanist subjectivities, or, coming
after the subject.... Subjectivity, 5, 241-264.

Capra, F. (1997). The web of life: A new scientific understanding of living systems. Anchor.

Capra, F., Steindl-Rast, D., & Matus, T. (1991). Belonging to the Universe: Explorations on
the Frontiers of Science and Spirituality.

Coleman, D., Battiste, M., Henderson, S., Findlay, I. M., & Findlay, L. (2012). Different
knowings and the Indigenous humanities. ESC: English Studies in Canada, 38(1), 141-159.

Coyle, F. (2006). Posthuman geographies? Biotechnology, nature and the demise of the
autonomous human subject. Social & Cultural Geography, 7(4), 505-523.

Cubitt, S. (2005). EcoMedia. In EcoMedia. Brill.
Descola, P. (2011). Human natures. Quaderns de l'institut Catala d’Antropologia, (27), 11-26.

Domanska, E. (2011). Die paradigmatische Liicke (paradigmatic gap) in den heutigen
Geistes-und Sozialwissenschaften. Jahrbuch historie, 4(1).

Domarnska, E. (2015). Ecological humanities. Teksty Drugie, (1), 186-210.

Dudgeon, R. C., & Berkes, F. (2003). Local understandings of the land: Traditional ecological
knowledge and indigenous knowledge. In Nature across cultures: Views of nature and the
environment in non-Western cultures (pp. 75-96). Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands.

Dunagan, J. F. (2010). Politics for the neurocentric age. Journal of Futures Studies, 15(2), 51-70.



Eckersley, R. (1998). The death of nature and the birth of the ecological
humanities. Organization ¢ Environment, 11(2), 183-185.

Fill, A., & Muhlhausler, P. (2001). Ecolinguistics reader: Language, ecology and environment.
A&C Black.

Foltz, R. (2003). Islam and ecology: A bestowed trust. Center for the Study of World Religions,
Harvard Divinity School.

Gade, A. M. (2019). Muslim environmentalisms: Religious and social foundations. Columbia
University Press. 243-244

Gilbert, S. F., Sapp, J., & Tauber, A. I. (2012). A symbiotic view of life: we have never been
individuals. The Quarterly review of biology, 87(4), 325-341.

Glavin, T. (2007). The sixth extinction: journeys among the lost and left behind. Macmillan.
Hall, M. (2011). Plants as persons: A philosophical botany. Suny Press.
Harvey, G. (2005). Animism: Respecting the living world. Columbia University Press.

Heise, U. K. (2010). Lost dogs, last birds, and listed species: Cultures of
extinction. Configurations, 18(1), 49-72.

Herbrechter, S. (2013). Posthumanism: A critical analysis. A&C Black.

Kirksey, S. E., & Helmreich, S. (2010). The emergence of multispecies ethnography. Cultural
anthropology, 25(4), 545-576.

Knickerbocker, S. (2012). Ecopoetics: The language of nature, the nature of language.
University of Massachusetts Press.

Latour, B. (2007). Reassembling the social: An introduction to actor-network-theory. Oup
Oxford.

Littlefield, M. M., & Johnson, J. (2012). The neuroscientific turn: Transdisciplinarity in the age
of the brain. University of Michigan Press.

Mihesuah, D. A., & Wilson, A. C. (Eds.). (2004). Indigenizing the academy: Transforming
scholarship and empowering communities. U of Nebraska Press.

Nicholas, G. P. (2008). Native peoples and archaeology. Encyclopedia of archaeology, 3, 1660-
1669.

Pepper, S. C. (1942). World hypotheses: A study in evidence (Vol. 31). Univ of California
Press.

Pickering, A. (1993). The mangle of practice: Agency and emergence in the sociology of
science. American journal of sociology, 99(3), 559-589.

Pierotti, R., & Wildcat, D. (2000). Traditional ecological knowledge: the third alternative
(commentary). Ecological applications, 10(5), 1333-1340.

Plumwood, V. (2003). Animals and ecology: Towards a better integration.

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

Abstract




Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanities

Volume 16
Issue 2
Spring 2024

Richard McNeil Douglas. (2010). THE ULTIMATE PARADIGM  SHIFT
ENVIRONMENTALISM AS ANTITHESIS TO THE MODERN PARADIGM OF
PROGRESS. Future ethics: climate change and apocalyptic imagination, 197.

Rose, D. B., & Robin, L. (2004). The ecological humanities in action: An
invitation. Australian Humanities Review, 31(2).

Rose, D. B., Van Dooren, T., Chrulew, M., Cooke, S., Kearnes, M., & O’Gorman, E. (2012).
Thinking through the environment, unsettling the humanities. Environmental
Humanities, 1(1), 1-5.

Rust, S., Monani, S., & Cubitt, S. (2012). Ecocinema Theory and Practice 2 (p. 269). Taylor &
Francis.

Sharon, T. (2012). A Cartography of the Posthuman. Humanist, Non-Humanist and
Mediated Perspectives on Emerging Biotechnologies. Krisis| Journal for Contemporary
Philosophy, 32(2), 4-19.

Skolimowski, H. (1974). Problems of rationality in biology. Studies in the Philosophy of
Biology: Reduction and Related Problems, 205-224.

Sodikoff, G. M. (Ed.). (2012). The anthropology of extinction: Essays on culture and species
death. Indiana University Press.

Tahbaz, M. (2016). Environmental challenges in today’s Iran. Iranian Studies, 49(6), 943-961.

Tsing, A. (2021). Arts of Inclusion, or How to Love a Mushroom. Why Food Matters: Critical
Debates in Food Studies, 303.

Turnbaugh, P. J., Ley, R. E., Hamady, M., Fraser-Liggett, C. M., Knight, R., & Gordon, J. I.
(2007). The human microbiome project. Nature, 449(7164), 804-810.

Watson, A., & Huntington, O. H. (2008). They're here—1I can feel them: the epistemic spaces
of Indigenous and Western Knowledges. Social & Cultural Geography, 9(3), 257-281.

WEISMAN, A. (2007). THE WORLD WITHOUT US ALAN.
Wolfe, C. (2010). What is posthumanism? Minneapolis, Minn. Univ.

Zapf, H. (2008). Kulturckologie und Literatur. Beitrige zu einem transdisziplindren
Paradigma der Literaturwissenschaft. Heidelberg: Universititsverlag Winter.



Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 16(2), 155-218, Sprng 2024

Domanska, E. (2024). Ecological humanities (A. Ahmadvand, Sh. Lajmoraki Ramechari, & B.
Kibakhi, Trans.). Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 16(2), 155-218. doi:
10.22035/isih.2024.470

https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2024.470 URL: https://www.isih.ir/article_470.html

2008-4641 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Translated Paper

Ecological Humanities

Ewa Domanska’

Translated by: Abbas Ahmadvand?, Shahla Lajmorak Ramechari’, Behnaz Keybakhi*

ABSTRACT

The article defines and identifies features of the ecological humanities, understood as a
symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. It focuses on
ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late nineties within the
framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism, Eurocentrism, and Western
science. The article highlights the role of traditional ecological knowledge, as well as the
development of biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human,
social sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and non-
humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and anticipate
future knowledge building in terms of extended mind, distributed cognition,
biocommunication, and empathy.

Keywords: ecological humanities, non-anthropocentrism, interdisciplinary research,
traditional ecological knowledge, symbiotic relations, future of knowledge

1. Professor of Theory and History of Historiography, Department of History, Adam
Mickiewicz University at Poznan, Poland

< ewa.domanska@amu.edu.pl

2. Associate Professor, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Faculty of
Theology and Religions, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

< a_ahmadvand@sbu.ac.ir

3. Ph.D. Department of Agroecology, Research Institute of Environmental Sciences, Shahid
Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

< arasorak9686@gmail.com

4. Ph.D. in History of Islam, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran

Behnazé64k@gmail.com


https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2024.470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanitie

Volume 16
Issue 2
Spring 2024
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The article will define and identify features of the ecological humanities, understood
as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. I am particularly
interested in ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late
nineties within the framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism,
Eurocentrism, and Western science. The paper will highlight the role of traditional
ecological knowledges and native knowledges, as well as the development of
biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human, social
sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and
non-humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and
anticipate future knowledge productions in terms of extended mind and distributed
cognition.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to define and identify features of the ecological
humanities, understood as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific
paradigm.

METHODOLOGY

An extensive interdisciplinary literature review was conducted, accompanied by
qualitative research methods including textual analysis, deep reading, and
consultations with experts. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the ecological humanities, integrating diverse perspectives from various scientific
and indigenous knowledge systems.

FINDINGS
The main findings of the article are:

A) Paradigmatic Shift in Humanities: The article highlights a significant shift
towards ecological humanities, which is seen as a symptom of a broader scientific
paradigm shift that integrates ecological and environmental concerns with
humanistic studies.

B) Development of Ecological Humanities: It identifies the emergence of
ecological humanities, which challenge traditional anthropocentric and Eurocentric
perspectives within the humanities by incorporating posthumanist critiques of
anthropocentrism and indigenous knowledges.

C) Role of Biohumanities: The article points to the development of
biohumanities, which integrates human and social sciences with life sciences,



creating a more inclusive and interconnected type of knowledge that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries.

D) Vision of Symbiotic Meta-communities: The ecological humanities propose a
utopian vision where humans and non-humans coexist within meta-communities
based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, anticipating a
future of knowledge building characterized by extended mind, distributed
cognition, biocomunication and empathy.

E) Integration of Indigenous Knowledge: The findings emphasize the
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledges and indigenous
perspectives, which enrich the humanities and challenge Western-centric
epistemologies.

CONCLUSION

Today's humanities contribute to the creation of a holistic, inclusive, integrated, and
complementary body of knowledge that merges the humanities with the natural
sciences and incorporates indigenous knowledges. Additionally, the progressive
developments in artificial intelligence and biocommunication are poised to
fundamentally transform the field of humanities. In what may be its most
revolutionary aspect, the human is not the sole author of this emerging knowledge.

NOVELTY

The article, originally published in Polish in 2013, introduces an innovative
interdisciplinary framework that combines ecological, posthumanist, and
biohumanistic insights, presenting a novel approach to understanding the
intersections between humanistic disciplines and scientific inquiry. It proposes a
radical transformation in the study of humanities by incorporating traditional
ecological knowledges, non-human perspectives and an a merge with biological
sciences, fundamentally challenging traditional human-centric methodologies. It is
pioneering in foreseeing a holistic and integrated model of knowledge building that
incorporates concepts of extended cognition and distributed mindsets, leveraging
developments in various scientific fields to enrich humanistic studies.
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