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Objective: The present study aimed to investigate the effect of information literacy on the
entrepreneurial capabilities of graduate students in the Faculty of Social Sciences at Razi
University of Kermanshah.

Method: The current research is a survey-analytical study. This research is a correlational
research design. The statistical population of the research includes all post-graduate
students (N=280) and using Cochran's formula, the number of samples obtained is equal to
162 people. The sampling method in this research is simple random sampling. After
collecting the questionnaires, they were analyzed with the help of SPSS software version
22. In the inferential statistics section, Pearson's correlation coefficient and linear
regression tests were used to analyze the data and hypotheses. For the normality of the
data, Kolmogorov-Smirnov tests were analyzed.

Findings: The results indicate that information literacy significantly impacts
entrepreneurial abilities and all of its dimensions.

Conclusion: Based on this research, governments can implement policies to improve
students' information literacy within their programs. This could include holding meetings,
seminars, and conferences focused on information literacy for all majors. Additionally, two
units of study should be incorporated into the students' curriculum.
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Introduction
From a transnational perspective, today's society is a learning society. The continued survival

in such a society requires being equipped with the necessary tools. One of these essential tools
is the use of literacy, not in the traditional sense, but with new definitions, parameters, and
levels (Shafiei & Afrouzeh, 2019). The term “information literacy" was coined by Paul
Zurkowski in 1974. He used it to describe individuals who have learned the necessary
techniques and skills to employ a wide range of information tools and first-hand sources to
find solutions to their problems. Information literacy involves a set of skills that enables
individuals to recognize their information needs, identify available resources, develop
methods for searching within these resources, evaluate the information obtained after
searching, and link it to their prior knowledge to generate new information (Betouli, 2019).

Today's world is heavily influenced by information technologies, and so individual success
is dependent upon access and ability to use such tools. Information literacy refers to the set of
skills and abilities that individuals should possess in today's world to fulfill their assigned
tasks (Henkel, 2018). Information literacy transcends the boundaries of classroom learning
and enables individuals to become self-directed and trustworthy learners. Individuals with
high literacy are those who have learned how to learn since they understand how information
is organized, how to find it, and how to take advantage of it properly. In recent years, with the
expansion of universities and the increased number of graduates, societies are faced with a
host of job-seeking students hoping to enter the job market. For a long time, the Iranian
government has implemented policies such as direct job creation to address the problem of
graduate unemployment. However, today, governments and universities have changed their
approach to the issue of graduate employment, which requires a shift in education. Higher
education institutions must train students to become entrepreneurs rather than job seekers. A
key factor that can contribute to entrepreneurship is purposeful education toward information
literacy. Information literacy can foster creativity and develop critical thinking in individuals.
From a literary perspective, the simplest definition of entrepreneurship is using skills for
innovation in business or developing new businesses (Seti et al., 2019).

Entrepreneurship has its origin in French meaning "to commit," and the Webster dictionary
defines an entrepreneur as someone who organizes, manages, and assumes the risks of a
business or enterprise. This term was first introduced by economist Joseph Schumpeter, who
is known as the father of entrepreneurship. The relationship between the two components of
information literacy and entrepreneurship can be examined from two general perspectives: 1.
The role and effect of information literacy on the growth and development of personal traits
that are essential for entrepreneurship, such as creativity, risk-taking, goal orientation, and
independence. 2. The role of information literacy in the process of engaging in an economic
activity based on new technologies in today's information society, and contributing to the
realization of knowledge-based entrepreneurship. The present study aimed to investigate the
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effect of information literacy on the entrepreneurial capabilities of graduate students in the
Faculty of Social Sciences at Razi University of Kermanshah.

Method
This was an analytical-descriptive survey study, using an applied and correlational* approach

and simple random sampling. The data collection instruments consisted of two questionnaires,
namely (1) Information Literacy Questionnaire (Gholami et al., 2008), including 29 items
with a five-point Likert scale ranging from "very high" to "very low" and (2) Badri
Entrepreneurship Ability Questionnaire Questionnaire (Badri et al., 2006). The face validity
of the questionnaires was tested through expert review. The reliability of the questionnaires
was determined by first distributing them to 20 percent of the research population. Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was used to assess reliability, with all components exceeding the 0.7
threshold value. The results showed the satisfactory reliability of the questionnaires. After
data collection, the collected data was analyzed using SPSS version 22. Pearson correlation
and linear regression tests, as measures of inferential statistics, were used to analyze the data
and hypotheses. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to assess data normality.

Results
The research findings showed that information literacy with an adjusted coefficient value of

0.353 has a significant effect on the entrepreneurial capabilities of students. For every one
unit increase in information literacy, there is 0.640 unit increase in entrepreneurial capabilities
among students. Additionally, information literacy significantly influences students' pursuit of
independence with an adjusted R-squared value of 0.167 and risk-taking traits at 0.216.
Moreover, information literacy has a significant effect on the internal control among students
with an adjusted R-squared value of 0.171 This value was 0.176 for the effect of information
literacy on motivation and 0.165 for innovation among students.

Conclusions
Based on these results, it can be concluded that information literacy has a significant effect on

the entrepreneurial capabilities of graduate students at Razi University. Accordingly,
governments can implement policies aimed at improving the information literacy of students.
These policies could include organizing workshops, seminars, and conferences focusing on
information literacy and incorporating a two-credit course, titled Information Literacy and
Entrepreneurship, in the curriculum for all students.
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