67 Journal of Fine Arts: Performing Arts and Music

Research Article

Volume 29, No. 3, Fall 2024

Genre and Identity: A Comparative Study of the Role of National
and Cultural Identity in the Development of Local Cinema Genres

Abstract

The term local genre may not be an established term for all people
who study cinema and film critics, because genre is defined as a
global category and is less attributed to a specific region or nation.
However, this research considers it possible to use the term local
genre with the following simple definition; local genres are
subgenres or hybrid genres with features that are less common
elsewhere. In many cases, by repeating some special features
in works of a subgenre or hybrid genre in the films of a nation
or region, and of course the presence of a significant number of
works in that genre, these subgenres or hybrid genres will become
local genres. For example, all local genres in Japanese cinema
like Kaiju or Yakuza films are sub-genres or hybrid genres:
Kaiju genre is a combination of features of two genres, science-
fiction and horror, and Yakuza film is one of the sub-genres of
crime genre. Studying a wide range of local genres including the
Martial Arts in Hong Kong, Spaghetti Western in Italy, Masala in
India, Heimatfilm in Germany, Anime in Japan and Filmfarsi in
Iran, proves that despite the diversity of generic elements in local
genres, there is a consistent trend in the development of these
genres which seems to be an influence of the national or cultural
identity of that genre's region. With the temporary salience of
national identity with factors such as war, colonialism, cultural
domination and other elements that emphasize the concepts of
"self" and "other", filmmakers are drawn to cultural heritage
and are using it to represent a national identity in the content
and structure of films, which in turn, has led to the formation
of genres that have distinct characteristics compared to the
dominant cinematic genres. The expression of national concerns
in terms that can be understood by the general public has made
these films extremely popular among audiences of that region,
and over time, these genres have gained their audience inside
and outside that particular geographical area, thus facilitating
the development of a "national cinema". Filmmakers around the
world can produce films that include their identity and culture by
relying on the achievements of native genres inside and outside
their country. The use of genre to express contemporary national
concerns, along with examining the unique features of expression
in classical literary and artistic works of each country, can play an
important role in eliminating the common demarcation of popular

and artistic cinema, and result in an increase in the social role
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of any particular genre. In this article, the main features of local
genres and their differences are compared with the dominant
genres of Hollywood cinema, reflecting upon the competitive
nature of this genre in regards to the dominance of Hollywood
cinema. The role of national identity in the formation of this genre
will be analyzed, and finally, the influence of classical arts on
the content, structure, style and iconography of this genre will be
further explained.
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75. Ramlila.

77. Parsi Theatre.

79. The Brothers.

81. Berolina Film.

83. Liineburg Heath.
85. New Heimatfilme.
87. Man on Horseback.
89. Michael Haneke.
91. Manga.

93. utsushi-e.

95. Emakimono.

97. Kamishibai.

76. Terukkuttu.

78. Deewaar.

80. Heimatfilm.

82. Schwarzwald.

84. Critical Heimatfilme.
86. Anti-Heimatfilme.
88. The White Ribbon.
90. Osamu Tezuka.
92. Rachel Thorn.

94. Phantasmagoria.
96. kagee.

98. Bunraku.

—_—
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1. Rick Altman. 2. Spaghetti Western.
3. National Identity in Global Cinema.
4. Carlo Celli. 5. Luis Estrada.
6. National Identity. 7. Diaspora.
8. Self-categorization. 9. Affect.
10. National Identity Salience.
11. Socialist.

13. National cinema.

12. National Socialist.
14. Globalization.

16. Philip Rosen.

18. Constructivist.

20. Sub-Genres.

15. Symptoms.
17. Internationalism.

19. Essentialism.

99. ukiyo-e.

101. Joachim Alt.
103. One Piece.

105. Pornochanchada.
107. Heritage film.

100. War-anime.

102. Attack On Titan.
104. Giallo.

106. Jiangshi.

108. Bourekas.

21.
23.
25.
26.

Hybrid genre.
Yakuza film.

22. Kaiju.
24. Wuxia.

The Burning of the Red Lotus Temple.
The Romance of the Red Lotus Temple.

109. Bomba.
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28. The Adorned Pavilion.
30. B movie.

32. Cinecitta Studios.

34. La Voce Del Sangue.
36. Sergio Leone.

38. A Fistful of Dollars.
40. Johnny Hamlet.

42. The Forgotten Pistolero.
44. The Return of Ringo.
46. Fort Yuma Gold.

48. Pier Paolo Pasolini.
50. The Price of Power.

27. Kuomintang.

29. Shaw Brothers.

31. Patrick Macias.

33. La fanciulla del West.
35. Vincenzo Leone.

37. La vampira Indiana.
39. Fedra West.

41. Dust in the Sun.

43. Orestes.

45. One Silver Dollar.
47. Kill and Pray.

49. Death rides a Horse.
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52. The Fighting Fist of Shanghai Joe.

53 Bollywood. 54. Masala film.

55. Yaadon Ki Baaraat. 56. Parasakthi.

57. Enga Veettu Pillai. 58. Sholay.

59. Amar Akbar Anthony. 60. Slumdog Millionaire.

61. Scott Foundas. 62. Baz Luhrmann.

63. Moulin Rouge! 64. Realistic Parallel Cinema.

65. Laxmii. 66. Bajrangi Bhaijaan.
67. Raazi. 68. Side Story.

69. Back-Story. 70. Story within a story.
71. Khalnayak. 72. Gardish.

73. Natya Shastra. 74. Jatra.
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