4 | Rahpooye Honarha-ye Namayeshi Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 7, Spring 2023

Philosophical and Comparative Analysis of Power
Discourse In Ancient Greek Tragedies and Epic
Stories of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Based on the
Ideas of Michel Foucault

Amir Reza Noori Parto?, Ataollah Kupal?, Shamsolmolok
Mostafavi?

Received: 2023-07-16, Accepted: 2024-03-23

Abstract

Based on the analysis of the discourse of power in classical Greek plays and
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, this research aims to explain the commonalities and
differences between the two worldviews in the two mentioned fields. As it
seems, the results obtained from this comparative study can also be gener-
alized as examples of the epistemological world and the dominant discourse
in the spirit of the two cultural geographies of classical Greece and ancient
Iran. This discussion is grounded in Michel Foucault’s theories, particularly
his concept of power discourse. The research will employ a descriptive-ana-
lytical method, using library resources and discourse analysis tools to gather
necessary data. The evidence of this research shows the fact that despite
the existence of similar components in the episteme of both intellectual
worlds, in both the divine and human spheres, from the concepts of destiny
and death to love, “authenticity” and “wisdom”, are the point of their fun-
damental distinction in explaining the discourse of power and also their ap-
proach in accepting or opposing the discourse of the supreme power of God
or Gods. For example, in the story of “Sohrab”, Ferdowsi considers Yazdan’s
destiny to cause the final fate, in contrast to Euripides, who creates a “Me-
dea” who stands against the dominant discourse of the institutionalized tra-
dition and is even ready to lead his children and take the gods with him, and
ride gloriously on the chariot of the gods.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, Power Discourse, Iranian epics, Ferdowsi’s
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