iangiy dlie mum

10.30508/FHJA.2023.2008636.1165 &

[ ol sl S5 Lugyguad 5o (IS madeids (puiyys ]
Jab 3l ggidke Sew ol LUS yo

L " )jen aebls

Y**LS)L)L/:O d&_\ .
oo olSuails i Silusl pgle g colpolsasSiils I swlnoliwb ogySigeaaolivl ¥
Obelogalins
Vo0 Biallio i3y ol
VXYY sl iy oy
,,,,, dxdio

oo L Liblato g ani 3ylg 0ilyal 4 (BIVEA) H Lol 0,90 51 (S oo taliue olu
I0e5y BTl 5o b oles slap Gliwls 5luyngunl ojgo 852540 5 4t 5o
531399 (8990 slauly) 5l mansls aS Sl ¢yl Lcaw! JLab3l g giie LS (§5lwypguas
2o 9okl ¢l yo Shassd glasls S wlpal biwl) jo Slallplivs hawgs )Lo18 8y90
bgbma) oyt a9 (Sjluypgal abuao e oL 4o (sadayinn (sgw 5l 314
LYORAF S ylacin b (6928 (wad oliw] slsuliS o
oyl yguae SLOUS alossl 53 FF 5l )95 b JlabIlissite ial s
=2l a0 Ginlai |y 095 dlej dsels ciwlgs g Laygb 1 (UL ol us B aS el
sl 4o baoye slacly) jluyguad )0 (Scuain i Gy p b el 0l 1 Gicagi
5 8 oS0 e 13U e 15l slunygual s giSio i (i Bk g 4
18 59lg 3y5-0 ) Sa-dsse g Ul jop daiplal ihuao liyre 4S dnalz slaygly
A0
20 45 3la )18 Gy ol 3o pwly 4o s 8le Gliaghy ol e e :pingly Jlgw
15S4e (sl iai i (inles digeys L)l Olie dz U Jlabilisgite slas)luyguas
3525 4l sLesil 4 by slaplivwls ey (e 3o (T UL Liblete 5 LogiSe 10 5o
el Olae 42 U yoglal )0 Scuan b yaie jl T 814181 s Shitisl og2g 325 g 3yl
dzolz 9 418l 380 hlai-arogs Uig) 1SS L Uiegly ol iuibalz Ui,
) bg_g).o L_;)Lw)..\g.»aJ A Léya olicwlo Y4 a bg_g).o S)Lw).)g.la) ¥¥ uLx.o)\ d_QJLh.oé)gA
il 48U olowilyas 510 ) o s o a2l o ive 45 sl Gliwls ¥
Slepguas 4S sl O 51 Sl Ladsbly @idpdy ygo ayp 12 (iao 1SSz
U ) sl do bgope laoliwls @lacas i o ahuae jyxo) Jlabdlgito
Sl 80,5 (Gluwpguas S lagliwls o 1553 Sy L @olhe sog0>
syl jloolaiwl b g yoi | 518 (placierwd o (Lol (adgl (e 40 s)lolég)
& liwls Glol slacguai i )US )0 62glal paxd slasal s Bsd g 4oz 1Sl
ciasds | uae) GialS L olS g (e slacand (ioldl) cowl odyghs joguas
G5lS) Ciunl Al 5 Sie dely (6 lusyngual 4 (bl | Lols i wlLawml Ly
(8 slacax i
WJLabdl (sg-tite el Ll S cmai i wsjlwysguas ( Sicw ols 1S ¢lSilg
ahaas ljyro

* fatimapiroozfarZ4@gmail.com

** mostafa.shateri@yahoo.com

=

09958 Jle Lijgal dwio cole dolilad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Vo



\‘ -
S5
[
VY liasls

09958 e gl duwo cole doliliad
Ferdows-honar-Journal of Arts
Ferdows Institute of higher Education

Y\

mun Article Research Original
@ 10.30508/FHIA.2023.2008636. 1165

Character Selection in Visual Representation of  —
Divine Prophets in the Illustrated Book "Mathnavi
al-Atfal"

Fatemeh Piroozfar*!

1. Master's graduate in Illustration, Ferdows Higher Education Institute, Mashhad, Iran —
Mostafa Lal Shateri**?

2. Visiting Professor, Department of Archaeology and History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,

State University of Neyshabur, Iran

Received: 06/08/2023
Accepted: 09/10/2023
Page 00-00

Abstract

Problem statement: Lithography was introduced to Iran during the Qajar period (1249 AH)
and subsequently had a significant influence on art, particularly in the field of narrative
illustration. Among the noteworthy works of this era is the illustrated book "Mathnavi
al-Atfal," which is a condensed version of Rumi's narratives. During the Qajar period, it
changed in line with the literary trends of the time and was illustrated by Miftah al-Mulk.
The illustrated version was later published in 1309 AH by an artist named Mirza Mustafa
(preserved in the Astan Quds Razavi Library with registration number 35594).

One of the most famous books in the field of school literature during this period is "Mathnavi
al-Atfal" a summary of the work by Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi (Maulana Rumi).
This valuable and content-rich book, consisting of forty-four illustrated frames, was
created by Mirza Mustafa. Each of these illustrations is derived from the stories in the
book, and each story includes various events involving human and animal characters.
One of the important reasons for the focus on selecting human and animal characters in
the illustrations of this book, which can be mentioned, is the attention to the details of the
images and the comparison between the text and the image in each story, which captivates
every reader and enthusiast interested in this subject. In addition to this, another aspect is
the recognition of the artist's technical features. Mirza Mustafa incorporated significant
influences from Western art and European paintings in his works, attempting to portray
human and animal figures in a natural and three-dimensional manner by employing
perspective.

Research Objective: "Mathnavi al-Atfal" is a valuable illustrated book containing 44
images, which to a large extent reflects the beliefs and desires of its contemporary society.
This research aims to examine the character selection in the illustrations depicting the
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narratives of divine prophets, and to explore the
influence of the written text and the societal beliefs
represented by Mirza Mustafa, the illustrator, in
the production of these illustrations.

Research Question: The main focus of this research
is to answer the following question: To what extent
is there a connection between the depiction of the
mentioned characters in the written text and their
reflection in the visual narratives of the divine
prophets in the illustrations of "Mathnavi al-
Atfal"? Furthermore, what are the commonalities
and differences in character selection in the
images?

Research Method: This research is based on a
descriptive-analytical approach, and the study
population consists of 44 illustrations related to
39 stories. However, the analytical-comparative
study in the history of art has ultimately focused
on only 8 illustrations from 7 stories.
Conclusion: [n less than a decade after the
introduction of lithography to Iran, the practice
of illustration became prevalent in published
books. These books were produced to cater to
specific audiences, with the literature of the
school genre being of particular importance.
Among these works, "Mathnavi al-Atfal" held a
significant position. One of the notable features of
this work was its illustrations by Mirza Mustafa,
a lithographic book illustrator. Due to the nature
of the book (narrative stories with moral lessons),
human and animal characters held a special
place in the illustrations as primary elements.
By examining the accepted form of character
selection in the narratives related to divine
prophets in "Mathnavi al-Atfal," it is evident that
Mirza Mustafa depicted the human and animal
characters to some extent by the characteristics
mentioned in the book (faithfulness to the original
text). However, in certain parts beyond poetry,
additional characters were portrayed alongside
the main characters of the story (increased
visual characters). At times, the illustrator
reduced certain characters or focused on specific
sections of the story to visualize the depicted
event (reduction of visual characters). Further
analysis reveals that the character selection
in "Mathnavi al-Atfal" was influenced by the
artistic taste of the illustrator and aligned with
the writing style of the book's author. The main
characters in each story were depicted based on

their gender, social, economic, cultural status,
and religious minorities, and their portrayal in
the story took shape according to the norms of the
(Qajar period in which the illustrator lived. Mirza
Mustafa illustrated the climax of each story and
made alterations to certain elements, but overall,
unique artworks were created for "Mathnavi al-
Atfal" based on artistic taste. The main characters
of each story were consistently reflected in the
illustrations, with the overall portrayal following
the written text and incorporating the artist's
personal ideas and prevailing norms.
Keywords: Lithography, [lustration, Character
Selection, Divine Prophets, Mathnavi al-Atfal,
Mirza Mustafa.
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Image 1: A Man Seeking Audience with Soleiman (Meftah al-Mulk, 1309: 35)
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Image 2: Moses’ (AS) Encounter with the Shepherd (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 80)
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Table 3: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Encounter of Moses (AS) with the Shepherd” (Source: Authors)
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Image 3: Slaughtering of the Cow by the Pious Man (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 122)
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Image 4: Court of Justice in the Presence of David (AS) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 125)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Table 4: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Man Who Prayed and Sought Lawful Sustenance” (Source: Author)
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Image 5: Escape of Jesus from the Fool (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 139)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Table 5: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Escape of Jesus from the Fool” (Source: Authors)
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Image 6: A Person Requesting Moses to Interpret the Language of Animals (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 146)

:Qg)bal_pa

(0B85 dslo) l) (QJLQA ol (E) 5050 )l ez gl leaswl Gliwls lacazs (b auwplso:s LJ94?
Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Table 6: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “Requesting Moses (AS) to Interpret the Language of Animals” (Source: Authors)
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Image 7: The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 172)
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Table 7: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Lost of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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Image 8: The Hospitality of Dishelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (Miftah al-Mulk, 1309: 198)
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Table 8: Comparative Analysis of Characters in the Story “The Hospitality of Disbelievers in the Service of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)” (Source: Authors)
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