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Abstract

The actions of Iraqi people during Arbaeen are different from their current actions
throughout the year and from the normal actions of people all over the world.
Hospitality, kindness, respect, provision of water and food, free house and car
by Iraqis for pilgrims, and things like that, make an unusual experience for every
participant in this event. What is the characteristic of Arbaeen that makes such
an event happen? Geertz’s method of interpretive anthropology is considered to
reach the desired answer. Data collection has been done over many years and
more than twenty trips to Iraq and 14 times on walking from Najaf to Karbala on
the occasions of Arbaeen, Arafah and half of Sha’ban between 1387 and 1401 but
the achievement of the final interpretation and the birth of key concepts to pass
from description to interpretation occurred with a trip to Karbala on the day of
Ashura in the year 1401. As a result of the research, the importance of the issue
of “time” and “the ability of time to give meaning to the world” have been intro-
duced as the main factors in the occurrence of such actions. “Temporal confu-
sion”, “temporal excitation” and “Intertemporal movement” are concepts capable
of describing those specific actions. These concepts show why and how Iraqis
show those unique actions only on those special days. In these days, Iraqis’ linear
understanding of the movement of time has turned into a circular understanding of
it, and it intersects the past, present, and future, and after the end of these days, the
understanding of time returns to the same linear understanding and the secret of
the fundamental difference between the actions of Iraqis in the days related to the
Ashura incident and other days lies in this difference in the understanding of time.
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