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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Urban development and urbanization needs have made it necessary to pay attention to the welfare
demands of individuals. The importance of responding to the improvement of the quality of the environment in order
to ensure the satisfaction of citizens, while physical efficiency, shows the need to consider the experimental qualities
of the environment in the process of spatial arrangement; Because exclusively materialistic estimates and one-sided
functionalist approach in design, by undermining the qualitative desirability and creating an inefficient environment
in meeting the needs, the lived experience of human beings has been limited.

Research Aim: This research was done with the aim of explaining the effect of spatial configuration on people's
qualitative perception of the environment. Assuming the existence of a relationship between environmental quality
and spatial organization and trying to answer how this relationship has been done.

Methodology: The present research is done by analytical-interpretive method and its methodological approach is
qualitative. Those environmental quality criteria based on library studies and theoretical foundations that had the
most conceptual similarity with the social logic of space were verified in two stages by Delphi technique and by
location-based questionnaire in passages separated by the degree of interconnection index, extracted from The layout
analysis of the survey space has been performed. The sample size was 384 residents of Mehrshahr who were selected
by cluster random sampling. In order to analyze the results, the method of logical reasoning has been used.

Studied Areas: The study area, phase one of Mehrshahr neighborhood in Karaj, is due to the spatial configuration of
the urban garden cities model, which has been preserved relatively without structural changes since the design.
Results: Based on the findings, the field characteristics of high-correlation passages, from the residents' point of
view, have resulted in the most desirability in relation to the quality assessment indicators of the environment related
to the physical-functional component. Low-interconnected passages had the highest satisfaction of the perceptual-
aesthetic component, and finally, medium-interconnected passages provided a richer socio-cultural interaction.
Conclusion: The capacity of spaces with the aim of enhancing the quality experience of the environment is not
provided only by the relations and structural features of the space and generally how to use the space depends on the
experimental interventions of users that will have many effects on the design process to use public spaces.

KEYWORDS: Environmental Quality, Environmental Quality Experience, Spatial Configuration,
Garden City
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