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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Avrticle history: Social capital plays an important role in shaping social cohesion, reducing deprivation, improving
Received: 06 March the performance of inefficient government institutions, improving urban governance, and protecting
2023; local culture against social difficulties. In the formation of creative urban areas, social capital is
Accepted: 19 June 2023 crucial for strengthening relationships among residents, utilizing the talents and hidden capacities of
Available online 06 citizens to achieve a better future in urban development projects. This article analyzes the effects of

December 2023 social capital indicators on the creation of a creative urban district in Tehran's District 11.
Descriptive and analytical methods were used to discover relationships between variables and
examine the impact of social capital indicators. The necessary data was collected from credible
library, document, electronic resources, theses, and reputable articles. The results indicate that the

Keywords: social participation factor is one of the most important social capital indicators due to its greater

Social capital, urban impact, and the social cohesion criterion has the highest importance in the first priority. Furthermore,
creativity, creative the social environment factor is one of the most sensitive social capital indicators due to its greater
district, District eleven, susceptibility than other factors and its negative D-R vector. These results can help urban planners
Tehran and policy makers make decisions related to urban development and the creation of creative urban

areas, as well as individuals and organizations involved in urban development.
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1. Introduction

District eleven is part of the central core of Tehran
city and is characterized by a diverse range of
activities and land uses. With the changing old
structures, it has the potential to transform into a
creative urban area. The lack of comprehensive
information regarding the indicators of social
capital and creativity in scientific, innovative,
technological, economic, and artistic aspects has
led to unfavorable conditions in this area. It faces a
lack of social trust in the decisions of city managers
and public unawareness of rights and civic

*Corresponding Author.

responsibilities. On the other hand, despite the
influx of urban experts to this district, the true
meaning of urban liveliness and creativity has been
lost. In order to have a creative urban area, careful
planning and management are required, and
various factors should be taken into consideration.
Therefore, this research aims to explain the
analysis of the effects of social capital indicators on
the creation of a creative urban area and has been
conducted in the study area of District eleven in
Tehran city. Considering the importance of a
creative city and social capital, numerous studies

Email Adresses: doosthoseinimohammad@gmail.com m (M. Dousthosseini,) Vahid.Bigdeli@giau.ac.ir (V. Bigdelirad),

maryammoinifarp@yahoo.com (M. Moinifar).
To cite this article:

Dousthosseini, M., Bigdelirad, V., & Moinifar, M. (2023). Analysis of the Effects of Social Capital Indicators on the Creation of Urban
Creative Districts (Case Study: District eleven, Tehran). Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas, 4 (15), 161-178.

d Do0i:10.52547/gsma.4.3.161


mailto:r.kalateh73@gmail.com
mailto:maryammoinifarp@yahoo.com
https://gsma.lu.ac.ir/article-1-520-fa.html

[ Downloaded from gsma.lu.ac.ir on 2024-08-06 ]

Dousthosseini et al

have been conducted both domestically and
internationally, some of which are related to the
subject of this research.

2. Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-
analytical, focusing on the examination of theories,
doctrines, laws, and the development of a model for
a creative urban area from the perspective of social
capital. The approach used in this research is
applied, aiming to explore the relationships
between variables and phenomena, as well as
identifying issues and challenges in the formation
of a creative urban area from the perspective of
social capital, considering various factors (social
participation, social cohesion, social trust, and
social environment). The study population
consisted of all experts, specialists, and university
professors in this field. Accordingly, 25 individuals
were purposefully selected as the sample. In this
regard, the questionnaire was prepared and
provided to several experts and elites in the
community.  After their  validation, the
questionnaire was finalized. The Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was used to determine the reliability of
the questionnaire, which was calculated as 0.85,
indicating satisfactory reliability and internal
consistency of the questions. The Dematel method
was employed for data analysis. This method is a
type of decision-making method based on pairwise
comparisons. After forming a pairwise comparison
matrix between the criteria in this research and
using a specific spectrum (very high, high,
moderate, low, no influence) for scoring, the
analysis was conducted.

3. Results

Among the studied variables, social participation
was identified as the most influential factor of
social capital. The social environment, with its
impact on other variables, was found to be the most
susceptible variable. Indicators such as a sense of
belonging and social cohesion were considered
causal factors. Other indicators such as collective
agreements among residents, mutual relationships
among residents, shared values and identities, and
overall cooperation among individuals were
identified as dependent factors. Variables such as
collective spaces, convenient access to facilities
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and amenities, and communal gathering places
were considered causal factors, while other
variables such as a sense of security and safety,
leisure spaces in the neighborhood, and attachment
to place were categorized as dependent factors. The
most susceptible variable in the context of social
participation was participation in self-organized
cultural groups, which was found to be the most
influential variable.

4, Discussion

One of the most important and key indicators of a
creative city is the involvement of responsible
institutions in project preparation, organizing
creative  workshops, entrepreneurship, and
providing government facilities; additionally,
utilizing the potential and infrastructure of
creativity in the case study will have an impact.
Participation is one of the fundamental principles
and valuable elements of planning discourse and a
key aspect of citizens' rights, which is important in
the context of democratic decision-making
globally, especially in developing countries like
Iran. The necessity of implementing participatory
planning in the creative region lies in addressing
social needs with a bottom-up approach (citizen
involvement) and a competency-based perspective,
within the framework of a balance between
operational decisions that will shape the
implementation of democracy and ensure practical
functioning between people and institutions.

5. Conclusion

A creative city can be achieved by creating a
conducive environment for creativity and
revitalizing urban space to generate employment.
This can be accomplished by empowering people
and implementing socially-oriented planning that
emphasizes collaboration and participation through
group-based mechanisms. This study examined the
level of influence and importance of social capital
factors in creating a creative district in District 11
of Tehran. Four factors and twenty-four indicators
were used in this study, and the Dematel method
was employed for analysis. The results of Dematel
showed that social participation has a greater
influence compared to other variables, and the
social environment was identified as the most
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susceptible variable with its impact on other
factors.
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