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kiSwar manbed, wisbed, zandbed ud
dahibed, pahragbed ud déwan nixrostar
hénd, han xrade$ahr afrin kunand. ud
mardohman ké andar $ahr Sahriyar
bawand, ud d6 déan, pad-§ awe Sawand,
ud namaz barand, 6-§ framan padirand
ud mardohm 1g azegar ud duskirdagan
ud ?murdihangan han paséman bawad.
(Mg73aV)

ud pas xradeSahr-yazd fréstagan o
xwarasan ud 0 xwarniwar frestad, ud
sawand. ud mardohm 1 dénwar, abag
hayyaran, ud han duskirdagan az ham-
kuni$nan hammis fraz 6 pés xradesahr-
yazd nayand 6-§ namaz barand.
Br
(Ma75R)
0-$ denwar gowand ku kiSwarwaryazd
u-man xwaday, agar-t passazag tis az
han Ce druwandan pad amah *kird pés
tii gowam. u-$an xradegahr-yazd passox
oh dayad, ku man wénéd ud $ad baweéd
*aneé ke pad aSmah winast had, han-tan
dadestan kunan, ud angam xwahan.
béz harw Ce a$mah kaméd pé$ man
guftan, han an daném. gah-i$an afrin
kunad, u-8an dil wiwasénéd. u-$an o
dasn arag ésténéd ud abag yazdan pad
sadih pahrézénd. ud duskirdaganan az
dénwaran wizaréd. u-$an o6 xoy arag
ésténéd. u-$an nifrin kunad, ud oh
goweéd ku ma drow-axéz ud ma hamispiz
bawad. ¢e *han winah 1g a$mah kird
u-tan zuorig ax$ad kird ud han-tan o

merdan pusar® kird... .

[555] Conly s 5 1) ObT 5 das al)T 1,
1y oS 5 2455 (63l & glsjl b 5 il
Lliwng) oo Cows 4 b GBI 5 S 1 3503 )
S y3) 248 dy S i [5] S 0 815 OUT
AU [ol] e asle plis e 5 4y
o] w5 &S 2ls0b g‘}T 5 Ly Ll &S
AYAS (o) o [F 03,8 gl o] G
KAt MmY4s
] }3‘ ‘9T
Ar
(M473b R)
...gowand ku amah yazdan payésgar hom
.. pad eén pand 1g amah ... mardohm
frayist wifsand, u-S8an pad dugkird-
aganih kam rawand ud dénwar ké xweés
dén né wurrawad, han-iz 6 awisan han-
zafsad. ud awé zaman, ka andar Sahr
xir *éna’on bawad, ég *paz zamig ud
asman ud xwar ud mah ud axtaran ud
istaragan wuzurg niS$an paydag bawad.
(M473a R)
pas xradeSahr-yazd, han ké naxwist
awé nar dam noxwir 1 fratomén xrad
ud dani$n bamdad, 6-§ pasaz jar jar ud
awam awam xrad ud dani$n 6 mardan
frestad, han pad awé-z awam 1 ab-
domeén, nazd 6 *frasegird han xradeSahr
*xwaday? az hamag yazdan ud dén-
waran hammis uzdeh* ...
Av
(M473¢)
eg pad asman andaron *ul estad,
ud wuzurg xroh eéw xwanihad, ud
hamsahr azdihad, ud imésan yazdan

ké andar asmanan ud zamigan ham-
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Mani and his Shapurgan: A Look at the Content and History
of the Oldest Surviving Book from the Sassanid Era

Daryoosh Ahmadi!

Abstract

Mani, the Iranian messenger, founded a religion in the third century AD that spread from
China to Europe a few centuries later. One of the reasons for Mani's success was his extensive
propaganda using artistic tools such as poetry and allegorical anecdotes, calligraphy, gilding
and painting, as well as the use of a variety of common languages of the time. In order to
perpetuate and influence his ideas and teachings and to preserve their authenticity, he wrote
several books in different languages of his time and his followers continued this tradition. Sha-
purgan was probably the first Mani book written in Middle Persian to be read and understood
in the Sassanid court and Iranshahr. In this book, Mani wrote a description of his mission and
teachings using familiar interpretations, terms, and ideas in the Iranian-Zoroastrian world. In
this article, based on the original Manichaean texts and historical sources, first a description
of Mani's life and teachings is provided, and then, based on excerpts from Mani's Shapur-
gan and references to historical and literary sources, it is shown what teachings has this book
conveyed, what was its content and function and what was its fate and destiny in the time of
Islam? This article notes that Shapurgan is the oldest book, parts of which have survived from
the Sassanid era and is therefore a valuable testimony to the language, literature and cultural
and religious ideas of early Sassanid Iran.

Keywords: Mani's Shapurgan, Manichaean Religion, Middle Persian, The End of the World,
Sassanid Literature.

! Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Department of Maragheh, Iran &3 daryoosh.ahmadi@gmail.com
Article info: Received: 20 June 2021 | Accepted: 22 Augest 2021 | Published: 1 July 2022
Citation: Ahmadi, Daryoosh (2022). “Mani and his Shapurgan: A Look at the Content and History of the Oldest Surviving
Book from the Sassanid Era”. Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol. 1 (2): 81-96.
https://doi.org/10.22034/AIS.2021.138322


https://doi.org/10.22034/AIS.2021.138322
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0166-6387



