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Extended Abstract

Explaining and Analyzing of Legal Literacy Components
in Upper Secondary Schools Textbooks

Mohammad Azimi!, Saeideh Rezapour?®, Kamal Nosrati Heshi3,
Morteza Golshani Gehraz*

Introduction: Throughout history, human beings have needed regulations to be
able to form and develop a regular and orderly society. They established a set of
rules to realize human rights in society. From this perspective, it is necessary to
sufficiently inform individuals about the primary regulations in society to realize
their rights and those of others, and to implement the laws and regulations
governing society as much as possible. Accordingly, we can achieve the desired
goals of a law-abiding society by planning for legal literacy. Legal Literacy, as
an important element, enables individuals to analyze problems such that it can be
known as a field of power that could act as one of the governance tools based on
democracy. It necessitates that governments and states pay more special attention
to it. Furthermore, it could be noticed that legal literacy has a genuine duty to
help people to be aware of their rights, to understand their civil tasks, and to
increase their social and political literacy. Therefore, it could be pointed out that
legal literacy means to be aware of rights and tasks that facilitate the realization
of justice and balance between different interests. It is the awareness about rights,
governance, and obligations of governance that could lead to the change of
masses’ behavior and the demand for justice from the governance and its
responsibility. On the other hand, it should be emphasized that legal literacy, as
an important subject in society, is not in a suitable situation such that the legal
system of our country has faced some problems that should be considered
significantly.

Methods: This study was an applied one, objectively employing the content
analysis of books, and was descriptive in nature. This study made use of the
content analysis method and was an analytical-descriptive study. The population
consisted of textbooks from secondary schools that the Ministry of Education
published in the academic year of 2022-2023. The sample size consisted of
textbooks from upper secondary schools, including Farsi Il, Sociology Ill, and
Social Sciences (Social Identity), which were selected using a purposeful

'. Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University.

*. Department of Educational Sciences, Curriculum Planning, Islamic Azad University, Marand Branch.
". Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University.

*. Department of Elementary Education, Farhangian Gholame Tabatabai University, Ardabil, Iran.

*- Corresponding Author: saedehrezaei8@gmail.com



mailto:saedehrezaei8@gmail.com

sampling method. In this study, the reflection of legal literacy components in
textbooks, including Farsi Ill, Sociology Ill, and Social Sciences (Social
Identity), was examined using a checklist. We made use of face and content
validity to determine the validity of the checklist, and we employed Cronbach’s
alpha to calculate the reliability of the checklist (o= .83).

Results: Data analyzed using content analysis method suggested that of the total
6653 Persian words in textbook of Farsi I, five words (.07 %) were related to
components of “Familiarity with constitution”, five words (.07 %) were related
to the “Introduction to the law science”, five words (.07 %) to “Laws of crimes
and punishments”, no word (zero) was related to “Family rights”, “Insurance
rights” and “Traffic rights”, 12 words (.30 %) were related to “The right to get
acquainted with courts and tribunals”, four words (.60 %) to “The right to be
familiar with the responsibility of wasting another's property” and three words
(.30 %) to “Laws of contracts and transactions”. On other hand, of the total 39323
words in the textbook of sociology 3, nine words (.022 %) were related to
“Familiarity with constitution”, 21 words (.05 %) to the “introduction to the law
science”, 9 words (.023 %) to “Laws of crimes and punishments”, no word (zero)
was related to “familyfiights”, “insurance rights”{nd 6 words (.01 %) to “traffic
rights”, 6 words (.1 %) were related to “The right to get acquainted with courts
and tribunals”, 4 words (.01 %) to “The right to be familiar with the responsibility
of wasting another's property” and one word (.002 %) to “Laws of contracts and
transactions”® Furthermore, of the total 24107 words in the textbook of social
identity, two words (.008 %) were related to “familiarity with constitution”, four
words (.01 %) to the “Introduction to the law science”, no word (zero) to “Laws
of crimes and punishments”, no word (zero) was related to “family rights”,
“insurance rights”, two words (.008 %) to “traffic rights”, 2 words (.008 %) were
related to “The right to get acquainted with courts and tribunals”, one word (.004
%) to “The right to be familiar with the responsibility of wasting another's
property” and 1 word (.004 %) to “Laws of contracts and transactions”
Discussion and Conclusion: Based on the calculated frequencies of the studied
components in the textbooks, it can be stated that legal literacy, as an independent
and integrated curriculum, was overlooked. It was not addressed in a balanced
way; some components received more attention, while others received less or no
attention at all. This indicates that more attention is needed. Furthermore, the
results showed that there was no required consistency among the contents of legal
literacy in the textbooks of Farsi Ill, Sociology Ill, and Social Identity in most
sections. Based on our results, there is an urgent need to examine and present
these topics at the textbook level. This has familiarized students and teachers with
these concepts. As a result, students become familiar with the types of crimes and
their punishments through this mechanism, which in turn has led to crime
prevention. It is possible to prevent many crimes occurring at the community
level through this approach.

Keywords: Content Analysis, Legal Literacy, Textbooks of upper Secondary
Schools



