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. ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose. One of the important issues in the agricultural production cooperatives sustainability is its role in creating
o Social Capital and strengthening social capital. The pourpose was to measure and compare social capital between members and non-members
o Agricultural farmers of production cooperatives.

Production Methodology/approach. The research was applied and quasi-experimental. The statistical population consisted of 460 farmers
Cooperatives of Araz 1 and 2 production cooperatives (as experimental group) and Qiqaj Plain (as control group) in the the margin of Aras
o Trust River in Poldasht Township. According to Krejcie and Morgan table and using proportional stratified random sampling, 142 and
« Participation 68 people from the experimental group and control group were selected respectively. The research tool was a researcher-made
Quasi-Experimental questionnaire whose validity was confirmed by university faculty members and its reliability by Cronbach's alpha coefficient
Research (0.73 to 85).
Received: Findings and conclusions. Overall, the extent of social capital was lower than average. According to Mann-Whitney test, the
21 August 2022 rank average of social capital and components of social trust, trust in government institutions, participation and relationships
1R1e|\\//|laseczi(:)23 network were significantly lower among production cooperative members than non-members. However, no significant difference
Accegted: was observed between the components of social cohesion and trust in civic institutions between these two groups. Therefore, these

14 May 2023 production cooperatives have been established by the government in a top-down manner, which has caused the destruction of

Available online: rural subculture and reduce social trust. ) ) . . .

30 September 2023 Originality. Previous studies have investigated social capital only form members viewpoint. Therefore, the use of experimental
research method provides useful results for establishing and management of cooperatives.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. One of the important issues in the sustainability of agricultural production cooperatives is its role in creating and strengthening social
capital. The aim of the research was to measure and compare social capital and its components between farmers who are members and non-members of
production cooperatives.

Methodology/approach. The type of research was applied and quasi-experimental. The statistical population consisted of 460 farmers of Araz 1 and 2
production cooperatives (as experimental group) and Qigaj Plain (as control group) in the the margin of Aras River in Poldasht Township. According to
Krejcie and Morgan table and using proportional stratified random sampling, 142 and 68 people from the experimental group and control group were selected
respectively. The research was done with a survey technique and a questionnaire tool. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the faculty members
of social sciences and agricultural education and extension of Urmia and Hamedan Bu-Ali-Sina universities. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to confirm
the reliability of the research, and its value for social capital and its components was obtained from 0.73 to 0.85. Descriptive and inferential statistical
methods and techniques and SPSS version 23 software were used for data analysis. In the inferential statistics section, Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used
to test the normality of the data. Due to the non-normality of the social capital variable and its components, the Mann-Whitney mean rank comparison test
was used to compare the ranks of the dependent variables.

Findings and conclusions. The results showed that overall; the extent of social capital is lower than the average (1.85 out of 4). In addition, the examination
of the components of social capital showed that the trust in civil institutions and the network of social relations (network of internal relations) is moderate,
and the amount of the components of social cohesion, participation, social trust and trust in government institutions is low. The average rank of social capital
and components of social trust, trust in government institutions, participation and relationship network is significantly lower among production cooperative
members than non-members. There was no significant difference between the components of social cohesion, participation and trust in civil institutions
among members and non-members of production cooperatives. According to the above results, production cooperatives, despite the improvement of the
farmers' economic situation, mainly suffer from disruptions in human and social aspects, i.e. social capital and the loss of social relations network,
participation, villagers' cohesion and trust. In fact, these cooperatives have not been able to provide the necessary solidarity and interaction between the
members due to the fact that they were formed from the top down, especially since the managers of the cooperatives are mainly selected from the top down
by the rural cooperative organization. Mainly, incompetent people have been selected based on relationships, which with their mismanagement in the
cooperatives have deprived the members of their trust in each other, the cooperative, and the government. It should be noted that due to the locate of the
Poldasht Township in the border region. Hence, security issues are effectively considered in the selection of managers of governmental and non-governmental
organizations. Therefore, it is necessary to select managers and board members by referring to their direct vote. In addition, in is nessery that cooperatives
be supervied and controled through cooperative inspectors who are elected in a democratic process. Production cooperative management activities have been
clarified and the possibility of dismissing cooperative members in case of mistakes is provided. Finally, the members should be involved in the process of
planning, implementation and evaluation of cooperative production activities and the satisfaction of the members should be obtained in this regard. More
interaction between the members and between them and the cooperative elements will increase the motivation and participation and will cause the social
sustainability of the cooperative.

Originality. Previous studies have examined different dimensions of social capital only through quantitative or qualitative surveys and from the perspective
of production cooperative members and none of them have experimentally measured and compared social capital and its dimensions have not been
determined between member and non-member farmers of the cooperative. Therefore, the role of these cooperatives in creating and strengthening social
capital has not been determined by its dimensions. Meanwhile, the current study measures and compares social capital and its components between farmers
who are members and non-members of agricultural production cooperatives and provides useful results for the creation and management of cooperatives.
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