E-ISSN:2423-7000

TGS Vol. 12, No.55
April & may 2024
Research Article

qﬁl; Culture and Folk Literature

Analytical Ethnography Of The Native Ritual
Performance “Bazaar- e Madineh” in the Mourning
Culture Of Women In Bushehr: An Interpretive
Anthropological Approach

.. . . Received: 21/08/2023
Ashraf Soltaninia!, Mohammad Aref*?, Abolfazl Davoodi Accepted: 06/11/2023

Roknabadi?

: * Corresponding Author's E-mail:
Introduction m.aref@iauctb.ac.ir

The purpose of this article is to provide an analytical study of the roots
of the presence of women in Bushehr in the performative ritual
Bazaar-e Madineh with an interpretive approach based on Clifford
Geertz's anthropological theory. In the religious culture of Bushehr,
women, with the participation of men, perform the performative ritual
Bazaar-e Madineh every year on the twentieth day of the month of
Safar in a contemplative manner as a field performance. In this article,
Bazaar-e Madineh is examined with an emphasis on interpretive
anthropology based on understanding the cultural symbols in two
fundamental aspects: 1) interpretation of cultural-religious symbols in
Bazaar-e Madineh, and 2) exploring the impact of women's presence
in Bazaar-e Madineh through the lens of interpretive and symbolic
anthropology. The research method used was fieldwork (participatory
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observation and interviews) as well as library sources. The collected
information was analyzed qualitatively using descriptive and
analytical methods based on Clifford Geertz's interpretive approach,
addressing fundamental questions such as key elements in Bazaar-e
Madineh, women's position in belief systems, and the historical and
cultural origins of this ritual performance in mourning culture in
Bushehr. The findings indicate that women in Bushehr play roles
similar to those of the women of the Ahl al-Bayt, and their presence
signifies three points in the symbolic religious system: 1) animism, 2)
collective cohesion, and 3) reenactment of religious beliefs.

Keywords: Bushehr; women; symbol; performative ritual of Medina
Bazaar; belief; anthropology interpretive.

Research Background

Women's rituals in Bushehr are part of the cultural identity of the
people in this region, having two prominent characteristics: 1. Rooted
in the religious beliefs and convictions of the people, which is a
central topic in social and human sciences; no society, as Malinowski
states, no matter how primitive and simple, exists without religion and
beliefs (Malinowski, 1948 p. 1). 2. Being accompanied by captivating
performative elements and being primarily intended for theatrical
presentation, this heritage has been passed down from generation to
generation through indigenous culture. The performative ritual of
Bazaar- e Madineh and the origin of women's rituals have been
examined through a coherent analysis of a meaningful social action
observed during its execution to enhance understanding and
interpretation. This article seeks to elucidate the origins and presence
of women alongside Clifford Geertz's interpretive reading utilizing
religious symbols. This study is a form of symbolic anthropology
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exploring the networks of meaning, their construction, and their
relationship with symbols in Bazaar- e Madineh.

Questions

The following research questions were raised:

1. In the symbolic anthropology of women, what image do they reflect
of religious beliefs and historical-cultural origins in the performative
rituals of Bazaar- e Madineh?

2. What are the key elements and symbols within the performative
ritual of Bazaar- e Madineh?

3. How has the origin of women's rituals in the mourning culture of
Bushehr been?

4. Why do only women play roles similar to those of the women of the
Ahl al-Bayt?

Discussion

Bushehr is characterized by its unique climatic and ethnic conditions.
It is rich in rituals and customs that are interwoven with the thoughts,
lives, and beliefs of the people in this region. Throughout history,
these rituals and customs have been passed down from one generation
to another, serving various purposes. A closer examination of these
rituals and their functions and impacts can yield significant results.
Functionalist approaches in sociological theory, according to Ritzer,
has dominated sociological theory for years (Ritzer, 1995 p. 117).
Rituals and customs play an essential role in the lives of individuals
within societies, and what ensures their survival and continuity is a
function or consequence created within the social system. Since rituals
express symbolic representations of certain emotions, it can be shown
that rituals have specific social functions; they regulate and sustain
emotions, which form the foundation of societal structures, and are
passed on from one generation to another (Hamilton, 1998 p. 51).
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The present research is related to the performative ritual of
mourning called Bazaar- e Madineh, which, in terms of performance,
has a powerful executive structure intertwined with religious devotion
and belief of the people in the region. However, the prominent feature
of this performative ritual is the active participation and belief of
women in organizing, role-playing, and all the ceremonial aspects of
the ritual. This ritualistic performance is performed on Safar 20th with
symbolic execution and incorporation of cultural elements of the
region. Women not only serve as performers but also take on the role
of directors. This article aims to delve into the origins of women's
rituals in Bushehr, their position within the performative and symbolic
ritual of Bazaar- e Madineh, using an interpretive and symbolic
approach based on Clifford Geertz's theory. Although several studies
have explored Clifford Geertz's theory, little research has focused on
the performative religious ritual in Bushehr based on his perspective.
The main objective of this article is to have an anthropological
perspective in studying Bazaar- e Madineh and documenting this
ritual, which may over time undergo transformation, change, or even
decline. Another objective is to familiarize the new generation with a
scientific approach to the performative aspects of mourning culture in
Bushehr, which constitutes a significant part of Iranian women. This
leads to the conclusion that there are fundamental components in
Bazaar- e Madineh based on the interpretive and anthropological
approach of Clifford Geertz.

Conclusion

In this study, using fieldwork and library methods, the interpretation
and analysis of Bazaar- e Madineh by women in Bushehr has been
addressed from an anthropological perspective. In the various
structures and dimensions of this ritual, we encounter symbolic
elements rooted in the beliefs of southern women. In this regard,
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through direct observation and interviews with participants and
spectators in the field section, the following results were obtained:

a) In Geertz's anthropological and interpretive approach, the
performance of rituals and ceremonies fosters solidarity and collective
consciousness among the participants; women in Bushehr also achieve
this cohesion and collective consciousness in the performance of
Bazaar- e Madineh (both as spectators and performers) by transferring
dualistic religious culture.

b) Women in Bushehr, along with the other organizers of this ritual
performance who share the same belief system and historical-cultural
origin, assume the same role, which results in a group coherence
among them, leading to a sense of unity and catharsis in the religious
community.

c) Just as symbols are tools for social interaction in human
societies, women in the mourning culture in Bushehr, through their
knowledge and recognition, take steps towards recognizing symbols
within the surrounding culture by executing rituals.

d) Since Bazaar- e Madineh includes all elements of a performance
including text, direction, performers (main and complementary roles),
location, music, stage design, costumes, lighting, and color, Moeen al-
Bekaa (director) and performers bring this ritual to life through
interpretive and symbolic understanding present in the environmental
culture.

e) Due to a sense of realism and the reenactment of the events of
Karbala and the prohibition of men imitating the roles of women of
Ahl al-Bayt, women are role players in ritual performances in
Bushehr. They symbolically remind us of the holy history of Ashura
while preserving religious, national, and ethnic cultures.

In any case, the use of Geertz's interpretive approach in Bazaar- e
Madineh sheds light on the internal meanings and admirable aspects
of this performative ritual.
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