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Abstract

Tourism clusters refer to a collection of tourism businesses concentrated in a
geographical area and characterized by specialized cooperation. Many countries
are striving to overcome the existing issues and problems of tourism businesses
by employing clustering strategies. Tabas County is one of the oldest and most
unique counties in Iran, known for its exceptional historical and natural
attractions, making it a popular destination for tourism. The aim of this research
is to cluster villages with tourism potential in Tabas County. The research method
is descriptive-analytical with a predominant survey approach. Data collection
methods include library research and fieldwork. The study population consists of
36 villages with tourism potential in Tabas County, South Khorasan Province. To
cluster the villages, the opinions of 30 experts (cultural heritage employees,
district officials, and governors) were examined. Additionally, the AHP model
was used for ranking the studied villages, and GIS software was utilized for
displaying results and clustering the villages. The results indicate that villages
such as Hooder, Jokhah, Azmighan, Kirit, Dastgeran, Nayband, Esfandiar,
Zanughan, Robat Khan, Helwan, Dehno, and Arababad have strong potential for
attracting tourism and forming tourism clusters. Villages like Kharoulya,
Marghoob, Peykuh, Malavand, Hasanabad, Kurdabad, Nasratabad, Pirhajat,
Chirok, Sarand, and Mavdar have less potential for attracting tourists. In other
words, there is a noticeable spatial difference in the levels of tourism attraction
potential among the villages in Tabas County, which necessitates integrated
spatial development planning.
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