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Abstract

Introduction

Today, the occurrence of severe accidents and disasters related to climate change is
increasing in the world. In the face of challenges and crises caused by global changes
and the intensification of human activities, how to deal with various changes and
maintain the vitality of one's development is a very important issue. Among the wide
range of risks that human societies are exposed to, drought is one of the most important
natural disasters that has had severe and sometimes catastrophic effects on human vital
activities all over the world since the beginning of human civilization. Because drought
covers a wider geographical area, it is more complex than other natural disasters and
affects more people. Among its effects, we can mention the reduction of agricultural
products, reduction of production efficiency, soil erosion, and lack of food and increase
of hunger in the affected areas. Frequent droughts in the past have severely reduced the
resilience of rural households due to the lack of comprehensive risk reduction systems,
and depending on rainfed agriculture in rural Iran it has increased the vulnerability of
rural households. Therefore, it is necessary to use the capabilities of local communities
to increase their resilience in drought conditions. This study was conducted with the
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general purpose of the investigating the role of sense of place in the resilience of rural
households in drought conditions.

Materials and Methods

The statistical population of the study included all rural households - farmers of Dorud
city. Sample size was selected for the study using Krejci and Morgan table of 375 heads
of households. The main research tool was a questionnaire whose validity was
confirmed by a panel of experts and its reliability was confirmed by Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. Data analysis was performed in two sections of descriptive and inferential
statistics using SPSS and LISREL software.

Results and Discussion

The results of grouping rural households showed that they are not in a good position in
terms of spatial belonging and resilience. In addition, the results of structural equation
modeling showed that the dimensions of sense of place with a coefficient of explanation
of 64% (y = 0.80, t = 985) have a positive and significant effect on the sense of
resilience of rural households in drought conditions. The results of this study can provide
new insights for rural development policy makers in reducing migration to urban areas.
In this regard, it is suggested to improve the existing methods of animal husbandry and
agriculture by providing technical, educational and extension services, and providing
appropriate grounds for increasing resilience and a sense of belonging in rural
households.

Conclusions

The results of this research showed that the past droughts have lowered the resilience
level of rural households and they have become extremely vulnerable. The loss of
resilience can further increase the migration of rural households. But one of the
important solutions in the field of capacity building of local communities is to use the
potential of rural households' sense of belonging. Rural households believe that if the
environment can meet their needs, they would not be willing to leave their place of
living easily. Therefore, it is suggested to provide proper support to rural households in
drought conditions to provide them with a basis for sustainability.

Keywords: Resilience, Sense of Belonging, Drought Conditions, Sustainable
Livelihood, Lorestan Province, Dorud City.
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