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The virtue ethics theory emphasizes various factors such as 

moral traits and the role of motives in the actions of a moral 

agent, which are assessed based on the agent's character and 

analysis of his regret. This theory offers a distinct interpretation 

of ignorance and introduces a novel perspective on the criteria 

for assigning blame to behaviors stemming from ignorance. 

Consequently, this theory suggests the appropriate treatment of 

individuals who act out of ignorance. 

 Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this article seeks 

to ascertain the appropriate response to individuals who act out 

of ignorance and examines the role of regret and vices of 

character in determining criminal responsibility from the 

standpoint of virtue ethics.  

Based on the research findings, actions resulting from ignorance 
of particulars are deemed involuntary. When an ignorant 

individual is not responsible for his ignorance and regrets his 

inappropriate behavior, he cannot be held criminally responsible. 

However, if the individual lacks remorse despite his ignorance, 

he may not be culpable for his lack of knowledge but may still 

incur anger and resentment. Legally, this resentment can 

manifest in the form of security measures. When an individual is 

responsible for his ignorance, he can be blamed for his lack of 

knowledge, although the actions resulting from his ignorance are 

not morally blameworthy. Nevertheless, given the significance 

of social considerations in criminal responsibility, these actions 

may be subject to reproach based on the requirements of criminal 

justice, particularly if the individual does not express regret for 

committing the crime.  
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2. Through factual error /because of ignorance about particulars (Di` agnoian) 

3. Through something else for example carelessness/ in ignorance about particulars (agnoon) 
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2. Vices of impure agency 
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1. Moral luck 

2. Nagel 

3. Accountability 
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5. ethical ascription 

6 .� �$��% Nn.�f� +��%.�:  
Heinaman, Robert. (2009). “Voluntary, Involuntary, and Choice”, In: a Companion to 

Aristotle (Georgios Anagnostopoulos Ed, First published, 483-497). Hoboken, NJ:  Wiley-



  

����� ��	
 ��
� �
 ����� ������� � ������ ���                                                            277  

        r�/ :� �&�
 �L�J� BH�4 B"* (- �X�4 ��           !��@/ E��
 
�&�U
 +��A��# (�
��     �� (�-��q
   3��� +
�@H��` �K
 ��,#� (% �L�J� BH�4 B@H �
& ����% P���1 3@�L)Grgic, Op. Cit. 

354; Kamtekar, Op. Cit. 186; Meyer, 1988: 128; O` Hagan, Op. Cit. 15; Echenique, 

Op. Cit. 164 .( (% �� B"* P��a@/     :� ��&�
 B�"* i��J �% � 3��
 g�$�� �� (% ( ��� 3GH
!��
 ��A�# �
 3�GH�4 3G�F� ��I.�J3��
 V
:�� ����E� �3��
 .   

  
3 .2 . 0�	
12 �� 3�2 /! �@�� A�BC! �� ��2!�� �$ ���B	DE <=�>� F��  

�
����
 (- ���f[� �B"* :� �&�
 B@H )�t
� :� y1 �L�J� BH�4 V�-�� ~�AJ �� !�
 (% �� !Z»�
�@��1«1	��- (@*�#   �

�»��G��$�«23��  . ($,� ��� P�� �% 	
&  �
�@��1 (- 3��

	��$�� ���",� ���� ��G��$� :� �# . � 	
& ��$4�� �
�4�# �� (- �$�- s� !�$�1�- ���� +��%
� !����
�� !�* C�t
 +��%(.�@]� c�#�1 (% ��Ut �� �$�- :� !���% (% �/  ��b� E�
 ���&

�� �
�@��1 3��
 �f��� �K
���� +��G��$� ��
�@��1 P��b ��� d��& . :� (- 3�� �$.�� ��G��$�
 +���� !��� �K
» N,.S��%��:���
t� ($&<�  �'
«33�nL�� �� � 3��   ��*� B"* (% ^�%�� +�/

���� .- (- 3�� �.�� �� P��(,.S� P��b +���� (
 !�$�1� B"* ��b� (
 � 3�� +� . �$�- !�$�1�-
	��- c�Q$
� �� �G@H P��b )�t
� �/��Z +�� :�  �� ��J B@H � M�@A# !�4�# :� y1 � 3�� 

�� 
��T# �@
 ���L �f���& P��b �� (- ��% P��b �� �UGL 3���J ��� d
�- 34�� . �'�� N$ 

 3�� P @� B/�* BH�4 ( ���»
���G��$� :� �&�
 {«4 ��b� �� 
�- (%�t# �� » �&�
 ��
:����J

��G��$� :�«5��& ) Warren, Op. Cit, 94, 95(.  
�� �G@H g #�� �C��DE* (% B��- �/��Z�
 ��� �� ��4 	��  M/ �!Z c� #�� :� y1 � ��&

�� 3��� �� ��J M/ � 	��- {
� _���� �� ����� B@H !Z �%��% �� � 
�- ��� d

�� �J�% �� 
�% ����� {
� _���� �"�# BH�4 ����� 
�- V
:�� B@H !Z �%��% �� �� ��J ( 
Z . ��
:����J


&�% �� ��A�# :� �&�
 BH�4 B"* (- 3�� +����� �� �
�@��1 ��0��) Warren, Op. Cit, 87(.  
 � 3�� BH�4 (% �U���� 2��1 V�Q% �
&�U
 �� ��A�# :� �&�
 BH�4 B"* (- +����� ��

&
�QU% �� ��J E�
 �� 
�� .�� (%�t# �� �
�@��1 {
� BH�4 ����� P�� �� ��� P�� �%  (% ���: �
�-
�� ����� B@H �%��% �� �� =��J ��GH k�]. 3�� g�$�� �� (% +��� k�]. (% B@H � 

�� .

�� ���J�% �-��- (% +��A�# r�/ !�
% (- �
����- �
�
�� ���� +��%  �
�@��1 ��b� �
�-
                                                                                                                                        
Blackwell ؛ Muller, Jozef. (2015). Agency and Responsibility in Aristotle's Eudemian Ethics, 

Phronesis, Vol. 60, No. 2, pp. 206-251.  

1. Regret 

2. Metameleia 

3. the element of retrospective re-evaluation 

4. Pain of Metamelia 

5. Self-chastisment of Metameleia 
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1. Positively mistaken belief 
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