The University of Tehran Press

Public Law Studies Quarterly

Online ISSN: 2423-8139

Volume: 54, Issue: 2

Homepage: http:/jplsq.ut.ac.ir Summer 2024

Legal Framework for the Protection of Children’s Rights in the Digital
Environment in light of CRC General Comment No. 25

Ehsan Shahsavari®®

| Sahar Hasani?

1. Corresponding Author; Assistant Prof., Department of Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. Email: ehsanshahsavari@ut.ac.ir

2. MA Student in International Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Mazandaran,
Babolsar, Iran. Email: s.hasani@stu.umz.ac.ir

Article Info

Article Type:
Research Article

Pages: 1001-1023

Received:

2022/02/20

Received in revised form:
2022/04/09

Accepted:

2022/05/23

Published online:
2024/06/21

Keywords:

Committee on the rights of
the child (crc), digital
environment, the best
interests of the child,
general comments,
subsequent practices.

Abstract

The digital environment as a dual-use platform enables the
excellence and destruction of children at the same time. Awareness,
education, acquisition of transcendent knowledge, privacy violation,
pornography, and digital aggression are attainable in this
environment. Hence, we have a doubtful view about this space. The
obligation of UNCRC state parties in the protection of the best
interests of the children entails the eradication of all threats against
them in all environments, digital or non-digital. In the CRC point of
view the right to life, survival, and development of children, non-
discrimination in access and use, observance of the best interests of
the child, and respect for the views of the child create the overall
framework for ensuring the children's rights in relation to the digital
environment. The main question is how to form this framework. It
seems that forming the legal framework for protecting children's
rights in relation to the digital environment first is depended on CRC
states parties and must be achieved by appropriate, and
comprehensive legislative, executive, and judicial measures in light
of criteria's such as independent monitoring, dissemination of
information, raising awareness and education, cooperation with civil
society and access to justice and remedies. The objective of this
descriptive-analytical research is to identify dimensions of this
international obligation in light of the CRC general comment No. 25.
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