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Abstract

The legitimacy of the Safavid dynasty was widespread to the extent that hardly anyone
believed that they could be replaced as kings of Iran. The long shadow of the Safavid
dynasty persisted even for years after its demise insofar as the main problem of
Ashraf Afghan's government was its lack of legitimacy. Accordingly, all his efforts were
devoted to solving this problem. This article attempts to examine the reasons for
Ashraf Afghan’s lack of legitimacy, his solutions and the degree of his success based
on a descriptive-analytical method and using primary archival sources. The findings
show that the shadow of Safavid legitimacy weighed on Ashraf Afghan’s government,
forcing him to use various means to gain legitimacy. These included issuing letters
of amnesty, confirming the deed of endowment for Shiite holy sites, minting coins
with legends that would not provoke his Shiite subjects, marrying into the legitimate
royal family (Safavids) and being recognized by the Ottoman and Russian empires.
However, these acts could not help Ashraf Afghan and his Shiite subjects did not
support him in the face of Nader’s invasion, which put an end to his rule.
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