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Abstract:

Purpose: Contemporary artists have constantly focused on Archival records of the past centuries as a model and
source images, among which marriage contracts have significant visual aspects and are worthy of research. The pur-
pose of this research is to find decorative patterns and provide rich resources for visual organization and layout of

official documents.

Method and Research Design: Library research and content analysis were used to investigate, describe, and analyze

marriage contracts records belonging to Gilan province.

The research questions are: 1- How was the quality of the visual structure and layout of marriage contracts of Gi-
lan Province? 2- What was the influence of geographic area (Gilan Province) on the visual quality of the marriage
contracts? Therefore, visual elements of marriage contract (containing illumination, calligraphy, design of seals and

signature, annotations and image aspect ratio) were investigated and analyzed.

Findings and conclusion: The findings were as follows: a) The quality of illumination and the color taste of the
inhabitants of Gilan province; b) The quality of calligraphers’ calligraphy according to their social classes; c) Diversity
of forms in framing ring seals and diversity of scripts; d) The quality of arrangement and the type of scripts in annota-
tions; e) Utilization of the golden rectangle, golden triangle and logarithmic spiral in proportions.
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