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Abstract:

Purpose : The necessity of establishing a coherent organization to keep the prisoners felt with the increasing

number of Iraqi prisoners from the second year of Iran-Iraq War.

In April 1982, The Commission for the Administration of Iraqi Prisoners, consisting of a secretariat, 6
committees, and a special court, started working to hold Iraqi prisoners in custody. The purpose of this
research is to investigate the role and function of Recognition and Separation Committee (one of the 6

mentioned committees) in keeping Iraqi prisoners during the Iran-Iraq War.

Method and Research Design: Archival records of National Archives of Iran and The Foundation for the
Preservation and Publication of Holy Defense Works and Values were studied and analyzed in a descriptive
and analytical way.

Findings and conclusion: The results show that the Recognition and Separation committee played an
important role in keeping Iraqi prisoners; The committee formed systematic information network in the
camps of Iraqi prisoners, identified, and separated Baathist, penitent, and neutral prisoners. It managed
to prevent riots and the prisoners’ escape by sending them to different camps. It was also successful in
identifying disabled, injured, and sick prisoners and confirmation of their informational qualifications
and security to return to Iraq, as well as confirmation of the prisoners’ asylum and dispatching them to
the frontline to fight. Moreover, the committee cooperated in exchanging Iraqi prisoners and cooperated
with the Propagation and Public Relations Committee in order to neutralize the unrealistic claims of the
Baathist Iraq about Iran's treatment for Iraqi prisoners. All in all, the committee played positive and impor-

tant role in keeping Iraqi prisoners.

Keywords: Iraqi Prisoners, Holy Defense, Commission for the Administration of Iraqi Prisoners, Recogni-

tion and Separation Committee.
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Binder 609, Vol. 1, pp. 8, 16;
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Binder 1329, Vol. 1, pp. 80, 90, 130. [Persian]
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