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Abstract:

Purpose: As modernity spread in Iranian society in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
many Iranians’ institutions that had been historically formed based on tradition and religion, were
threatened by modern concepts and experienced change. Such threat, often, led to a confrontation
between tradition and modernism. Institution of Health and Medical Care formed based on, folk
and traditional medicine with religious flavor. Modernism influenced this powerful social institu-
tion and most of its beliefs were questioned. The purpose of the research is to analyze the con-

frontation between tradition and modernism and the impact of medicalization on religion in Iran.

Method and Research Design: In this research, the confrontation between tradition and modern-
ism in Institution of Health and Medical Care is analyzed based on one of the concepts of medical
sociology called "medicalization".

Findings and conclusions: The results show that the cultural atmosphere of the society was influ-
enced by concepts of health and religion for decades. In the process of medicalization, the social

institution of religion handed over many areas of social influence to the institution of medicine.
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