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Abstract

Many of the scientific works of Islamic civilization are yet
under-explored. A case in this regard is a book on logic by
Sheikh Ali Bastami (d. 875/1470), who composed a commentary
on Shamsiyya in Farsi. Shamsiyya is a textbook in logic which was
the focal point of attention among Islamic logicians. The
Bastamis’s commentary contains a neat translation of
Shamsiyya, while exploring the wording and content of the text,
and sometimes giving an account of the views of contemporary
and earlier logicians. Meanwhile, some doctrinal novelties may
also be traced in the work, prominent among them is the
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discussion on the definition of the logical term “Tasdiq”
(Assent). Being written in Farsi, Bastamis’s commentary may be
considered as a rare, valuable source that represent the style of
scientific Farsi prose in the 9th/15th century. I have identified
four manuscripts of this work. A critical ed)i,tion of it is much
needed for both the scholars of Islamic logic and those of Farsi
language, and would open new directions in the study of the
history of logic.

Key words: Bastami, Farsi logic, manuscript, Shamsiyya, Sharh-
i Shamsiyya.

Extended Abstract

Many of the scientific works that were produced during the course of Islamic
civilization are yet under-explored in our modern era. A case in this cultural
heritage that is the subject of the present paper is a classic book on logic b
a traditional scholar named Sheikh Ali Bastami (803/1400-875/1470).
According to his autobiography, Bastami was a descendent of Imam Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210). Bastami completed his education in Herat
during the reign of Timurid Shahrokh, that is, during a period when Herat
was a major cultural center. Bastami later moved to the Ottoman lands of
Western Anatolia. It was there where he composed a long commentary on
al-Risala al-Shamsiyya fi al-Qawa’id al-Mantigiyya (‘The Epistle for Shams al-Din
on the Rules of Logic’)- for short, the Shamsiyya. Shamsiyya is a textbook in
logic written by the well-known logician Najm al-Din Katibi Qazvini
(600/1203-675/1276). Shamsiyya were to become the focal point of attention
among later Islamic logicians with so many glosses, super-glosses, and
commentaries written upon it, and the Bastamis’s work lies among them
with the prominent feature that it is being written in Farsi. This
commentary which is composed in the culminant phase of the author’s life
contains a neat translation of Shamsiyya, while exploring the wording and
content of the text, and sometimes going further to give an account of and
discussing the views of contemporary and earlier logicians. Meanwhile,
some doctrinal novelties may also be traced in the work, prominent among
them is the discussion by Bastami on the definition of the logical term
“Tasdiq” (Assent) as a sub-class of “ilm iktisabi” (acquired knowledge).
Another salient feature of Bastamis’s commentary on Shamsiyya is that it is
written in Farsi by a native speaker of this language, and hence may be
considered as a rare, valuable source that represent the style of scientific
Farsi prose in the 9th/15th century.

So far, I have identified four manuscripts of Bastamis’s commentary on
Shamsiyya, all of which are currently held in Istanbul libraries. The
manuscripts may be found at the following codices: Ayasofya 2557, Sehid Ali
Pasa 1792, Raghib Pasa 900, and Esad Efendi 1956. Although none of the four
is in Bastami’s hand, the Ayasofya manuscript, at least, is evidently written
during the Bastami’s lifetime, or, at most, within the first decade after his
death. In addition, it is written in a clear hand and seems to be commissioned
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by or dedicated to the Ottoman empire Sultan Muhammad Fatih (r.
848/1444-849/1446 and 855/1451-886/1481). Therefore, it would be safe to
maintain that we have good witness of the work so as to be able to
reconstruct its text.

In sum, a critical edition of Bastamis’s commentary on Shamsiyya is much
needed for both the scholars of Islamic logic and those of Farsi language.
Moreover, it would open new directions in the study of the history of logic
in the course of Islamic civilization.
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