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Abstract

While discussions on beauty in the works of philosophers like Plato,
Aristotle, Pythagoreans, and others have been documented, it became a
significant epistemological domain from the 18th century onwards. The
connection between beauty and its truth has been articulated among Western
philosophers as evidence for God's existence. The nature of the aesthetic
argument and how it proves the existence of the divine through the beauties
of the world is explored by Louis in a manner that the researcher seeks to
analyze. Based on this, the writer, through sub-questions and a descriptive-
analytical approach, aims to study and examine the dimensions of this issue.
The research findings indicate that this argument attempts to prove the
existence of God through both epistemic and ontological ways. These
methods focus on our ability to recognize beauty or the inherent beauty in
existence itself. C.S. Lewis's perspective on beauty is rich and distinctive,
illuminating that he considers the longing for beauty a natural inclination
connected to a dependency and, by establishing a link between the beauty of
nature and the existence of God as the creator of the world, he provides
evidence for this argument. Although challenges such as the rejection of
natural inclination and the existence of counterexamples for satisfying human
desires have been raised against this argument, it remains a novel initiative in
the contemporary era. It continues to be a focal point of attention.
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1. Introduction

Many thinkers, from ancient times to the modern era, have focused on aesthetics and presented
theories. However, some intellectuals have explored the existence of a divine creator of beauty by
using human inclination towards beauty as evidence. The traditional form of the beauty argument falls
under the category of the argument from order, often explaining it through allegory to the best possible
form. The argument from the order is the simplest and most general argument that proves the
existence of God through factors such as the order and system of living beings, the adaptability of
living beings to the environment, the natural world, and the beauty of nature, etc. This beauty and
grace of nature itself form the basis of an argument. Nature is not only understandable but also
includes structures and entities of beauty that offer aesthetic pleasure to humans. The likelihood of
such beauties occurring randomly and accidentally, and their coordination with perceiving beings, is
very low. Therefore, the existence of a divine creator of beauty is proven. Aesthetics initially began as
empirical or practical knowledge but gradually transformed into theoretical knowledge. In the
eighteenth century, it became one of the subjects of philosophy and developed into philosophical
aesthetics. However, this science is not limited to the realm beyond nature.

The theme of beauty and its truth has been presented among Western philosophers and thinkers in a
way that it is considered one of the arguments for the existence of God. This argument, known as the
Beauty Argument, seeks to demonstrate the existence of God and the existence of a world beyond the
material world through human recognition and knowledge of beauty, the inherent beauty in existence,
and human inclination and desire for beauty. It suggests that if the inclination towards beauty is not
related to the material world, we may be created for another non-material world. Despite the
interpretations and arguments supporting this proof, philosophers seldom defend its interpretations.
Nevertheless, the scope, subtlety, and power of beauty arguments for interpretation exceed the extent
to which they are criticized .This leads individuals to contemplation, and thinkers such as Richard
Swinburne, C.S. Lewis, Peter Kreeft, and Robin Collins have examined and evaluated this argument,
challenging it. However, among thinkers, C.S. Lewis' perspective on the Beauty Argument stands out
for its breadth and particular distinctions. The issue is how Lewis endeavors to gain a fresh
understanding of the beauties of the world and their origins through human inclination and desire for
beauty. Based on Lewis' fundamental texts and opinions, this research seeks to delve into the cognitive
aspect of beauty, presenting it as evidence for the existence of God, and articulating Lewis' role in
presenting and expressing beauty in a reasoned manner in proving the existence of God.

The main question of this research is how C.S. Lewis, in his conceptualization and expression of
beauty through a reasoned approach, has demonstrated the existence of God. In this study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method, we aim to address this question.

C.S. Lewis's argument for the existence of God encompasses two modes of reasoning. One facet
involves aesthetic-experiential argumentation through epistemic means, while the other aspect is
ontological interpretation. Lewis discusses desire, intertwined with empirical discourse and intrinsic
inclinations, asserting that any natural and innate desire in humans corresponds to something real that
can fulfill that desire. Critics argue that since not all human desires are fulfilled, desire, including
some longings, might remain unsatisfied. Lewis, differentiating between natural and artificial desires,
responds by stating that natural inclinations originate from within our nature, whereas artificial desires
stem from external influences like society, environment, advertisements, or stories. This distinction
leads to the conclusion that natural desires are universally found, while artificial desires vary from
individual to individual. Therefore, the longing for fulfillment is a natural inclination, and there exists
a context in the world to satisfy it. Whether all natural desires have corresponding fulfillments is
another issue addressed in this research, but it could be argued that, for practical reasons, we consider
the majority rather than exceptions, and thus, the existence of a few exceptional cases does not
undermine the core argument. One of the most precise and critical reviews of Lewis's inductive
argument comes from John Bursley. He contends that Lewis's argument relies on a weak analogy that
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ultimately falls apart. Moreover, one could argue that desire lacks any source. Lewis considers desire
as a motive devoid of conception, unknown, and undefined, merely characterizing it as an unled
mental state. Furthermore, he asserts that any natural inclination must have a purpose and inclination
towards something, driving us and creating conditions to satisfy that desire, leading us toward a goal.
However, what Lewis describes clearly presents a form of experiential spiritual cognition, but where
does this knowledge come from ?1t can be argued that there is an intrinsic human inclination to know
and understand objects and things, to find their causes. Ultimately, the innate desire for knowledge and
the pursuit of personal happiness propels us toward ultimate perfection. On the other hand, Lewis
believes that the experience of desire is a universal and pervasive phenomenon, something everyone
encounters throughout life, even children. As a human existential, transcultural, and transpersonal
phenomenon, desire implicitly strengthens the belief in God. It demonstrates that the world is not as it
should be, and the experience of desire confirms the proposition that we rightly belong to a better
version of the world. In conclusion, Lewis argues that in the study of beauty, we have understood
beauty and recognized that what counts as beauty is often self.
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