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Article type: One of the important ethical concepts that has occupied the minds of many
Research Article philosophers in the past years is the concept of "moral certainty”. This means

whether there are moral propositions that are so certain that no doubt or
argument or evidence can face them. According to some philosophers, for
example, the statement "the wrongness of killing innocent people” brings us
such moral certainty. Among the philosophers who have written in this field,
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Extended Abstract

This article is about "moral certainty". The first applications and use of the concept of "moral
certainty”" can be traced back to scholastic philosophy. On the other hand, Descartes also
distinguishes "metaphysical” and "moral™ certainty from each other and considered moral
certainty not inferior, but qualitatively different. In knowledge and moral certainty, talking
about life is an action that preserves and guides us. The concept of "moral certainty" changed
from various angles along its path. In its historical development, this term was used to refer to
the certainty of something that has proven itself in practice, as well as to any type of trust proven
by analogy, rules, and trust in the testimony of others. Some have advanced the term "moral
certainty” to the point that they believe that moral certainty entails a belief comparable to what
a mathematical proof brings. In the 17th century, this term found a prominent place in the
context of legal studies, while there was no place for mathematical certainty in the context of
those studies. In the legal context, they defined moral certainty as such, the kind of certainty
that persuades the judge to execute the death sentence against the accused. In the 18th century,
moral certainty in some fields such as philosophy, religion also opened its place and replaced
the phrase "beyond reasonable doubt".

But in the past decades, the debate on the concept of "moral certainty” has flourished with
different approaches and has resulted in many discussions among contemporary moral
philosophers. For example, some have explained this concept in such a way that we have moral
certainties, in the sense of propositions in ethics that we have the right to discard any reason
that can arise to doubt them. For example, general claims that murder, rape, child abuse, and
torture are wrong, or specific claims that murder, rape, or... are wrong. Any reason that may be
given for doubting these claims will enter into a validity contest with that claim and be rejected
and as far as we proceed with reason and logic, any evidence or argument that tells us that one
of these examples is not moral certainty does not destroy our certainty, but weakens our
confidence in that evidence or argument.

There are two important readings regarding absolute or relative moral certainty. The first
reading belongs to Nigel Pleasants. Pleasants believes that the moral certainties of humans are
beyond time, culture and place. His main example is that “killing innocent, non-threatening
people is wrong. He considers this statement as moral, absolute or universal certainty that no
one can criticize it or any argument and justification can compare with it and reduce its
certainty.

The reading that some other philosophers have discussed is a relative reading. Kober
considers our certainties as the rules of language games that cannot be meaningfully questioned
in the context of these language games. The basis of our epistemological procedures is built
from agreement with others. Epistemic claims and certainties are valid or true only in the society
in which the relevant language game is played, and it is true only if the members of the society
show their acceptance in their behavior. Kober expands his reading of epistemic certainties to
moral certainties. Moral certainties share a social aspect with epistemic certainties. They are
determined by the consensus of society and acquired through pre-rational education. Like
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epistemic certainties, moral certainties determine what is morally right or wrong. According to
Kober, no moral certainty is immune from revision.

When we look at Wittgenstein's book "On Certainty"”, we find that certainties are derived
from behavior and action, not knowledge. These propositions that bring certainty are different
from knowledge and are the basis of that knowledge. These certainties are related to how we
act. These propositions are certain and there is no doubt about them, but it is wrong to say
knowing about them. Also, according to him, the beach and the river bed are stable enough to
not change easily, but it is also possible that they will change over time. Therefore, there is a
similar story about moral certainty. A group of moral certainties about which there is no doubt
and they are completely absolute and universal. Some moral certainties are also variable. Some
of them are rock solid for a period of time, but they change over time. However, the common
feature among these propositions is their certainty, which was mentioned earlier that they are
such that there is no justification or doubt in them. Therefore, according to Wittgenstein's points
in the book "On Certainty", it can be said that we have different moral certainties. This is not
to say that they are all absolute and always true at all times, and we cannot say that they are all
relative and we have no absolute moral certainty.
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