The Quarterly Journal of
Zehn
Vol.25/Issu 97/ Spring 2024

Analysis of Ontological Metaphors of the
Concept of Divine Mercy in Sahifa
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Abstract

Introduction: Cognitive linguists have presented several principles
and methods for analyzing literary language, and metaphor is
considered one of the main topics in cognitive linguistics, and a tool for
explaining the author's ideas. With the publication of the book
"Metaphors We Live By", Lakoff and Johnson challenged the classical
view of metaphor and argued that metaphor is not limited to the
language domain, but to our entire daily life, including our thoughts and
actions. This theory also “can explain the nature of religious language
and shape vast parts of language and, our experiences.” Given the
importance of conceptual metaphor, this theory is based on several
principles and foundations. In a study, Olaf Jackel tests the nine
hypotheses of the metaphor theory about the metaphor in the Bible and
claims that all the hypotheses, except the immutability hypothesis, are
confirmed in the language of the Bible. Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya
contains many metaphorical expressions and abstract concepts, each of
which describes a specific aspect of related concepts. One of these
concepts is divine mercy, which has been used in many metaphorical
forms. Examining the existential metaphors of this concept reveals the
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hidden literary mysteries related to this concept for a deeper
understanding by the audience.

Methods: The current research aims to study the conceptual
metaphors of the existential type of this concept using the cognitive
approach.

Findings: According to the examined evidence, existential
metaphors are widely used in the language of prayer, and this confirms
the comprehensive principle that is fully present in specialized
discourse. The principle of the domain can be explained in this way that
a metaphorical mapping has been created between the domain of origin
and the abstract domain of destination (God's mercy). In the framework
of the principle of the model, although the patterns used have several
names, but they all revolve around the axis above themselves, and the
images that are coherent and structured from these cognitive models in
the form of phenomena, container and recognition is obtained, it helps
the audience to better understand the intended concepts. According to
the uni directionality principle, the investigated nouns have a uni
directionality function. Understanding the concept of Divine Mercy,
which is made easier with the help of concrete and well-known fields,
also confirms the principle of necessity, and starting from the principle
of creativity, there is a creative aspect in the use of analyzed metaphors,
which causes the language of prayer to be distinguished from ordinary
language. The focus of the metaphor is that Imam al-Sajjad talks about
God's mercy with the help of material objects, the use of containers and
volume, and by attributing human traits and characteristics.

Conclusion: In Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, the concept of divine mercy
is represented in various forms of existential metaphors. Imam al-Sajjad
used several fields to explain the concept of divine mercy, including the
phenomenal or material metaphor, the container metaphor, and the
recognition metaphor. This is what made the concepts that the Imam
addressed about the abstract concept of divine mercy understandable
and tangible to the recipient in the form of sensations. Among the types
of existential metaphors, the concept of divine mercy is mostly
manifested in the form of phenomenal metaphor (50%) and container
metaphor (33%) and recognition metaphor (17%) of the types of
metaphors.

Keywords: conceptual Metaphor, Ontological Metaphor, Jackal's
Cognitive Principles, Sahifa Sajjadieh, Divine Mercy.
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