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Abstract

Introduction: One of the divisions of knowledge proposed in
Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy is its division to simple and compound. In
Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, this division corresponds to the same
division of ignorance into simple and compound ignorance. As he
occasionally addresses in his works, simple knowledge is a kind of
knowledge in which someone knows something without being
conscious of his knowledge and its object, while compound
knowledge is a kind of knowledge in which the knower knows
something and at the same time he is conscious of his knowledge and
its object.

Methodology: In this paper, we have used in the context of
discovery the method of content analysis and in the context of
justification the method of conceptual and rational analysis of
ontological and epistemological foundations. Our aim is to answer this
main question that what is simple and compound Knowledge, and
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what are the origins and capacities of this division, based on Mulla
Sadra’s philosophical principles.

Findings: Although this division can be taken as one of Mulla
Sadra's philosophical innovations, its roots are found in Avicenna’s
works, specifically the distinction he makes between self-
consciousness and consciousness of this consciousness. In the second
part of the article, it has been presented that this division has some
capabilities for being used as the ground to put forth solutions for
some of the most important philosophical problems, including the
innate knowledge (ilm fetri) and the knowledge of corporeal beings.

Conclusion: According to Mulla Sadra all human beings have
innate knowledge of God but this knowledge is mostly simple. This
means that most of human beings are unaware of their knowledge of
God. Again in his works he occasionally emphasizes on the existence
of knowledge in corporeal beings. This division can be used for
construing this claim in a way that can be harmonized with his other
philosophical principles. Accordingly, one can say that all beings have
simple knowledge but only human beings and some animals have
compound knowledge. In addition to aforementioned capacities this
division can be used for conducting comparative studies about some
important philosophical problems in the field of philosophy of mind
and cognitive sciences like the difference between two different kinds
of self-consciousness: pre-reflective and reflective self-consciousness.
It can also be used to put forth a philosophical interpretation for the
difference between conscious and unconscious mental states. One of
the fashionable ways in the philosophy of mind for explaining the
difference between conscious and unconscious mental states is
resorting to the higher order theories of consciousness. The difference
between simple and compound knowledge is highly comparable with
the difference between first and higher levels of consciousness in the
higher order theories of consciousness.

Keywords: Simple Knowledge, Compound Knowledge, Innate
Knowledge, Knowledge of Corporeal Beings, Levels of
Consciousness, Unconsciousness.
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