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Abstract

Existentialism is an important existential philosophy today. Sartre and
Camus are considered as the forerunners of the philosophical school of
existentialism. Issues such as the meaning of life, death and suffering are
discussed in existentialism. This philosophy is worth attention due to the
importance it attaches to the position of man, considering him the owner of
the power of will and creativity. Indeed, man is recognized as a conscious
agent. Existentialist philosophy deals more with plays and novels than
philosophical treatises. Since one of the characteristics of the novel Dar
Sholehaye Aab (In the Flames of Water) is its sociality, which mainly arises
from Morteza Mardiha's correct understanding of the society, its pains and
basic problems, the novel conveys the most important concerns of
existences. It is full of themes such as death, suffering, fear and guilt. The
author tries to portray the ugliness, corruption and inequalities of the
society during the war before the eyes of the readers. The results of the
research show Morteza Mardiha's worldview being influenced by
philosophical studies on existential thoughts and concerns.
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1. Introduction

The present study seeks to analyze and introduce a corner of Persian
existentialism by analyzing the story and responding to the following
questions:

- Which tenets of existentialism did Mardiha consider in creating this story?
- What are the characteristics of existential concern or existential thought
in the novel and how is it reflected?

2. Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical method is used to investigate the
reflection of this philosophy in the novel Dar Sholehaye Aab (In the Flames
of Water) by Morteza Mardiha. The arrangement of the subjects is such that
it explains the gradual course of the author-narrator's thoughts, from the
thought of death that is the result of man's encounter with the truth of
existence, then to the painful awakening of the character of the story, which
arises from this self-awareness, to how to believe in God as eternal
consciousness. It illuminates the world and romantic union with him
because it is the only way to achieve spiritual and physical immortality. In
this research, the final attempt is to introduce and explain the existentialist
structure in the mentioned novel. To this end, the ethical, moral, and faith
approaches are intertwined in the fabric of the work.

3. Results and discussion

The novel Dar Sholehaye Aab includes different narrative layers which are
dedicated to the rereading of ancient texts in both prose and poetry. This
feature of the story gives it a postmodern flavor and makes it seem like a
magical realist novel. Morteza Mardiha, the novelist, is a writer who deals
more with the concerns of contemporary man and challenges of his life,
without being able to find a solution for the wandering man of his time. The
author is caught up in finding the philosophy and purpose of human
creation, as if the sufferings, disorders, and the sad ambiguity of the purpose
of living hurt him every moment. Because Dar Sholehaye Aab is a war
novel, it shows the author's experience in a warfront with the characters in
a war situation too. This provides an excuse to think about man and the
mystery of his existence. By exposing people to death, war reveals their



hidden characteristics and abilities. The described society in the novel is a
society that is confused and troubled, always immersed between disbelief
and faith and beset with existential concerns. However, defending this
society and defeating the enemy has more of a nationalistic color, which is
the color of religion and faith.

4. Conclusion

The current study examined the author's reflections on the philosophy of
existentialism in topics such as immortality, suffering, fear, and sin. The
arrangement of the subjects is such that they express the author's thoughts
gradually from thinking about death and painful awakening to how to
believe in God. Sometimes, troubled and doubtful thoughts about society
and man cause many of the fictional characters to be flawed and
incomplete; however, they go beyond the stage of auspicious existence and
reach the stage of faith and absolutism. Mardiha objects to the current
situation by showing the lives of the characters in his story and the cultural
conflicts caused by the war. On the surface, the story depicts a battle with
a group of warriors, including the narrator and his friends, who have the
holy role of defending the foundations of the society against the relentless
and unmanly attack of the enemy, but then many other narrative layers
become important in the course of the story. Phenomenal world is another
feature of the novel Dar Sholehaye Aab. It includes the realistic and detailed
description of all the elements of the story which make the otherworldly
features believable. Doubts and disturbance in believability the closeness
of the magical and real worlds in the novel and include the events that occur
in the everyday life of the warriors in the war environment. By passing
through the problems, the characters experience the suffering and fear of
the environment and moral existence, and they are influenced by the pure
nature that has been instilled in the human nature, thus reaching the stage
of faith. It should be said that this story is the essence of the writer's
existentialist ideas, pioneered by Sartre. The characters of the novel live so
close to death that they no longer trust to survive in the next second and
cannot find meaning in anything in this material world. Two other
principles of existentialism, despair and meaninglessness, also happen in
the story. The narrator and his comrades are frightened by the unfamiliar
and terrifying environment of the war zone and the successive defeats in
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which they are placed, and sometimes their hope turns into despair. In the
end, we should consider this novel as a manifestation of the author's
personal beliefs or merely an imitation of the religious foundations of a
school. It is a novel in which the author cherishes the school of
existentialism more than any other school and uses the elements and
principles of this school more or less everywhere in his story.
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