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Abstract

1. Introduction

The main objective of correcting an old classical text is to reconstruct
it and to present a reedited text based on the available manuscripts so
that the corrected reedited text could be as close as possible to the
original text written or composed by the author. Achieving such an
objective for one-hundred precent will not be possible for various
reasons and factors. Some of these factors are related to mistakes
made by scribers or copy providers resulting in the existence of errors
in the texts; as an example, one may refer to low literacy, haste,
reliance on one’s listening faculty only, interference of the
scriber’s/copy provider’s subjective literacy taste, all resulting in mis-
spellings and distortions in the text such that incorrect records may
even be repeated in so-called edited/corrected texts. In addition to
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shortcomings resulting from the scriber’s/copy provider’s pen, there is
another group of factors such as the editor’s inadvertent mistakes or
negligence in terms of his misreading of the text and bringing an
incorrect word of expression -which he deems correct- into the text.
As after a work is published the manuscript(s) will not be available to
everybody, such erroneous records may remain in the text forever
without being discovered by anyone. The risk of such incorrect
records is by far more probable in works for which there is only one
single manuscript where they are typically edited/corrected through a
comparative methodology.

2. Methodology

The present study has been conducted in a descriptive-analytical way
by referring to library resources on the basis of the manuscript of
Atabat-ol-Kataba. First of all, the expression in question has been
explored throughout the whole text. Then, on the basis of the relevant
evidence and on the ground of a correct reading of the text, the
incorrectness of the word “_tal=" has been proved.

3. Discussion

The book Atabat-ol-Kataba includes a set of epistolary compositions
and correspondence of the era of Sultan Sanjar Saljughi written by
Montajiboddin Badi’-e Joveini. The book has been edited and
published upon the attempts made by Abbas Eghbal Ashtiani and
Mohammad Ghazvini in 1950. Due to difficulties of comparative
correction and the fact that there has been only one single manuscript
of the work in question, certain words have been recorded erroneously
in this book. One of these incorrect words is the expression “_tale for
which both the editors/correctors and commentators of Atabat-ol-
Kataba have made mistakes or have declared that the word in question
bears no meanings, as they have relied on the edition published by
Ghazvini-Eghbal. In essence, there is no such word in Persian or
Arabic literatures. Such a meaningless expression has been a distorted
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form of the initial word of the Arabic proverb “w i élaic 43 Ha L”
which has paved its way into the text of Atabat-ol-Kataba. As it can be
understood from the manuscript of Atabat-ol-Kataba, then correct
form of the expression in question is[]3tk e, The mistake has been a
result of misreading of the space between the two “»” letters as
handwritten in the manuscript. They have unintentionally read it as
“¢> coming up with the incorrect meaningless expression «_kle”
which has later been overlooked by the book commentators. At the
same time, it seems that the correctors/editors and commentators of
the book have mistaken the Arabic combination “45” (the transitive
particle “<” + the pronoun *“.”) for the Persian preposition “..”:

4. Conclusion

Undoubtedly, one of the essential principles of correcting/editing a
work is the proper reading of its manuscript(s). Misreading of the text
could bring about distortions of misspellings, not on the part of scriber
or copy provider but on the part of the editor/corrector. One sample of

such distortions is the expression “_-kle”in one of the akhavani letters

of Atabat-ol-Kataba. A comparative correction of the text and a deep
observation of the manuscript well indicates that the meaningless
expression is a distorted form of the Arabic expression “)b. les”.
Montajiboddin Badi’-e Joveini, when talking about his longing for the
addressee of the letter, has assessed such a visit as something rare and
scare, something rubbed away by the phoenix of the west, something
which is never to be at access.
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