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Objectives: The present study investigates the formation of social modernization
components connected to virtual social networks. Study method: The research is
descriptive and wasdone with a survey technique. The statistical population
included all the students of Payam Noor University of Golestan province,
numbering 6168 people, of which 463 were randomly selected using Cochran's
sampling method. Results: The results of correlation coefficients showed that the
relationship between the use of virtual social networks and the components of
social modernization, including the variables of universalism, individualism,
emotional neutrality, and familyism, was significant. On the other hand, the
relationship between this factor and other components of social modernization,
including the variables of separation, acquisition, and cosmopolitanism, was not
significant. The results of structural equation modeling in the test of research
hypotheses showed that the variable of using virtual social networks could
explain emotional neutrality, individualism, separation, and universalism from the
components of social modernization, respectively. Conclusion: The result of the

Keywords: research shows that the use of social networks by students has increased the
modernization, social formation of social modernization components (universalism, individualism,
networks, students, emotional neutrality, and separation) in them. Therefore, virtual social networks
Payam Noor, Golestan can be used in the formation of social modernization.
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1. Introduction

Sociologists  attribute = modernization
primarily to the flow of diversity and
differentiation. They investigate the
emergence of new constructions to take
on new tasks or to take over tasks that
were previously performed by other
constructions, and their attention is
directed to the variations that arise with
the emergence of new jobs and complex
new education and training systems. New
types of gatherings emerge in social
constructions (Nazek-Tabar and Ebrahimi,
1377: 1401). According to "Smelser" (1964),
renovation is based on the functional
separation of structural elements. In his
opinion the functional separation of
structural elements has been done
completely in an advanced society, but an
underdeveloped society lacks such
separation. Therefore, change is focused
on separation and is a process in which
independent and specialized social units
continue instead of previous units.
"Smelser” believes that the state of
specialization occurs in various fields such
as economy, family, political system, and
religious institutions (Azkia, 1381: 40).

In today's world, the Internet has a
special place as one of the means of

communication, information, and
entertainment, and means of
communication  change  with the

advancement of technology. Today, the
number of social networks is increasing
rapidly, and most teenagers and adults, as
a part of their daily lives, use emerging
social networks such as Telegram,
Instagram, WhatsApp, etc., to get to know
others and introduce themselves to
others. The interactive feature of such
software allows users to share photos,
videos, etc., and by being a member of

groups, chat, e-mail, and MSN are
provided for them (Tabibijabali et al., 2016:
62).

In this research, the effects of virtual
social networks have been studied
honestly and impartially. The facts and
viewpoints have been carefully examined
and introduced based on the background
and goals of the research. These networks
are one of the most important means of
creating changes in human societies; they
speed up the formation process of social
renewal. Therefore, considering the
increasing use of these social networks by
young people, especially students, who are
considered to be the most influential
stratum in the advancement of science
and technology, the importance of
research on the effects of using these
networks in creating the foundation for
social innovation components in students
is essential. Therefore, the final question
of the research can be expressed as
follows: Is there a meaningful relationship
between the use of virtual social networks
and the formation of social renewal
components among students?

2. Methods

The research is descriptive in terms of
method and was done with a survey
technique. The statistical population
included all the students of Payam Noor
University of  Golestan  province,
numbering 6168 students, of which 463
were randomly selected using Cochran's
sampling method.

3. Results

There is a positive and meaningful
relationship between the use of virtual
social networks and three dimensions of
social renewal (generalism, individualism,
and emotional neutrality). Moreover, a
negative correlation was seen between the
use of virtual networks with the family
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orientation variable and no significant
relationship with the three variables of
separation, acquisition, and
cosmopolitanism. Among the relationship
of virtual social networks with the variable
dimensions of social renewal, the highest
value of the coefficient is assigned to the
variable of emotional neutrality (0.731
value). The results of the structural
equations also showed virtual social
networks and social renewal are close to
the same factor loadings greater than 0.5,
and the average variance extracted (AVE)
is greater than 0.5, so there is convergent
validity. Also, as composite reliability (CR
index) is greater than the average variance
extracted, the variable questions of virtual
social networks and social modernization
have internal consistency. According to
the significance value and the test
statistic, the hypotheses of the
relationship of virtual networks with

acquisition variables, globalism, and
familyism were not confirmed.

4. Conclusion

Social network use can explain four of the
components of social modernization
(universalism, individualism, emotional
neutrality, and separation).
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