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Abstract

Background and objectives: Since vandalism is one of the factors that
disrupt social order, this research was conducted with the aim of
investigating the effect of some social factors on the tendency to destroy
public property among high school students in Dezful city.

Methodology: This research is descriptive-analytical in which cross-
sectional survey method has been used. The statistical population of the
research included 8,238 high school students of Dezful city in the
academic year of 2023, and the number of 400 people was determined as
the sample size using the Lane Table. Sampling was done in a multi-stage
stratified random method. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to
collect data; and its validity was obtained through face validity. The
collected data were evaluated using SPSS software and Pearson's
correlation test, stepwise regression and path analysis.

Findings: The value of Pearson correlation between the dependent
variable (tendency to destruction) and the variables of sense of alienation,
feeling of inequality and socio-economic base was obtained as 0.52, 0.32,
and -0.61, respectively, and all the hypotheses were confirmed at a
significant level of less than 5%. The results of stepwise regression
analysis also showed that these variables explained a total of 18% of
changes in the dependent variable (R=0.181). Also, the path analysis test
showed that these variables had an indirect effect on the dependent
variable in addition to direct effect.

Results: There is a direct relationship between social factors (sense of
alienation, inequality and socio-economic base) and the tendency to
vandalize public property by high school students. Therefore, in order to
reduce destructive behavior, attention should be paid to the desired
variables in accordance with the research proposals, so as a result, the
social order of the society will increase.
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